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About The Kinross Newsletter

The Newsletter has been informing and supporting 
the community for over 40 years.

It began as a way of letting residents know what 
Kinross Community Council was saying and doing, 
but soon expanded to be so much more.

Readers use the Newsletter to find local trades 
and services, and our loyal advertisers support the 
community by enabling us to publish local clubs’ 
reports and essential community information 
free of charge. Readers, when answering an 
advertisement, please say you saw it in the 
Newsletter. Thank you.

The Newsletter is published by Kinross Newsletter 
Limited (company no SC374361). Any profits 
are transferred to charitable company Kinross 
Community Council Newsletter Limited (charitable 
company SC040913) to be given away to local good 
causes.

Editor’s Page

Note to Contributors
A great deal of the Newsletter comprises reports supplied 
by local clubs and other organisations. These reports are 
accepted in good faith. Clubs etc should ensure that reports 
are factually accurate and do not contain material which could 
cause legal proceedings to be taken against the Newsletter.

Letters Policy
Senders must supply their name and address, which will be 
published with the letter. Letters should be truthful and not 
contain matter which could cause legal proceedings to be taken 
against the Newsletter. The Newsletter does not necessarily 
agree with any of the views expressed on the letters or 
indeed other pages. In special circumstances addresses may 
be withheld from publication on request (but must still be 
supplied to the editor).

Note to Readers: Advertising
Inclusion of advertisements in the Newsletter does not imply 
any particular endorsement or recommendation of services or 
companies by Kinross CC or Kinross Newsletter Ltd.

Abbreviations
PKC: Perth & Kinross Council  Cllr: Councillor 
CC: Community Council  CCllr: Community 
Councillor 

Cover photo: Cover photo by Jamie Montgomery. Cover Design: Lee Scammacca of Cree8.

Letter from The Editor
IT’S WITH SOME SENSE of relief that the end of 2020 
is finally in sight. It’s not been the best year in anyone’s 
book! But we must look forward and good news is now 
on the horizon, with vaccine trials nearing completion 
and almost ready for roll-out. It should give us hope 
for an end to the limits and restrictions that have been 
forced on us by a global pandemic which has wreaked 
havoc in all our lives.  
Once again the residents of Kinross have come out in 
force to support the first Light Up The Night event, many 
displaying messages of positivity in their lit-up windows 
over the last weekend of November. I do hope you get 
the chance to walk around the town and see them.
Our own Christmas lights will by now be switched 
on, and the Festive Market and Santa’s visits all over 
Kinross-shire will bring some much-needed Christmas 
cheer to all of us. 
We can do our bit to help the local economy thrive by 
trying our best to spend our money as close to home as 
possible, whether that’s in Kinross-shire shops, at the 
Festive Market or in our favourite restaurants and pubs. 
A reminder is due to all our readers to please tell 
advertisers that you saw their advert in the Kinross 
Newsletter. 
A big thank you also to those who advertise with us. 
All our profits go back in to helping the community, 

so by advertising with us you are actively giving to the 
rest of Kinross-shire as well as reaching our marvellous 
readers.

Thanks to everyone who has contributed their 
good-news stories, club contributions, poems and 
photographs for us, all of which make the Newsletter 
what it is. 

Special thanks to all those who write regular columns: 
we couldn’t do it without you. In 2020 especially, your 
contributions and support have been invaluable. 

Our new feature ‘Spotlight On...’ gives areas of Kinross-
shire a special mention. We will feature Crook of Devon 
in the next issue, so if you would like to contribute local 
knowledge or have a business there you would like to 
be mentioned, get in touch. 

Please remember there is NO Newsletter in January. 
Our next edition is the February issue, the deadline for 
which is 15 January. You are welcome to send in your 
contributions early, but the Newsletter Team are taking  
our customary break for a few weeks and will be enoying 
putting our feet up with a few Christmas tipples, a large 
selection box and the Newsletter crossword! 

Finally, however you choose to spend your Christmas 
this year, I wish you peace and good health, and all the 
very best for 2021. 

Hannah Phillips, Editor
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Thanks Letters
POPPY APPEAL 2020

Big Thanks To Kinross-shire
WE WANT TO SAY a massive THANK YOU to the many outlets, 
shops and businesses which let us place our poppy boxes and 
tins on their premises this year. We hope the large poppies 
placed about the towns, and outlying villages, gave you a feel 
for the season too. 

Huge thanks to all of your readers for donating by QR codes on 
tins, by texting, in cash, or on our Just Giving site – we tried hard 
to move quickly and make digital giving easier this year, because 
of a big change in spending habits, and reduced cash in wallets. 

So, what are our totals? We haven’t got the final numbers 
yet, as this is written – a bit like the American election, we 
are still counting as the newsletter deadline approaches. But 
we’ll let you know in the next edition how we did. We expect 
the ‘take’ to be reduced for obvious reasons, and we were 
saddened not to be able to be on the streets, and in the su-
permarkets, collecting face to face. 

Thanks to Sainsbury’s staff, Kinross, for taking the poppy box-
es and displaying the merchandise stand, and to local schools – 
staff and young people – who kindly took the boxes too. 

It’s so important that the young understand the poppy, its 
significance, and continue telling the story. There are some 
really good resources for the young at all levels at:

www.poppyscotland.org.uk/learning/poppyscotland-learning

The aim of ‘Poppyscotland Learning – Sowing the Poppy 
seed’ is to provide a comprehensive learning experience for 
nurseries, schools, further education institutions, and other 
youth organisations. The material highlights the importance 
of remembrance, veterans and the poppy. 

It was hard for us veterans not to have our marches and parades 
at War Memorials this year, and we hope and pray that next year 
we can do things more freely. Thanks to the Community Councils 
and Ministers locally for doing what they could, within guidelines, 
to make things happen as normally as was allowable. 

Renewed thanks to you the public for your support – the 
monies raised during the Scottish Poppy Appeal will be used 
to provide vital life-changing support to the Armed Forces 
community in Scotland.

Andy Middlemiss and Christine Robertson  
Scottish Poppy Appeal Area Organisers  (Kinross & Milnathort)

My name is Greg Snook and I am writing to you be-
cause in the alleyway by my house it is full of dog poo 
and I get it on my bike and my shoes. So can you tell 
the dog owners to pick their dog mess/poo up!

 From Greg Snook, age 10

The Newsletter Says: Well said! Thank you for writing to us, 
Greg and we hope you have a dog-poo free Christmas! 
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Lochview Financial Planning Ltd is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James’s Place Wealth Management plc (which is authorised and 
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the Group’s wealth management products and services, more details of 
which are set out on the Group’s website www.sjp.co.uk/products. The titles ‘Partner’ and Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St.
James’s Place representatives. 

18 High Street, Kinross. KY13 8AN 

www.lochviewfinancialplanning.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you
do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.

Developing 
Long Term Relationships 
with Clients

01577 861 265

Investment Planning

Retirement Planning

Mortgages

Protection

Estate Planning

Personal Face to Face
Financial Advice
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SCOTLAND’S HIGH STREET 
Heroes have been honoured 
for the remarkable ways in 
which they have helped their 
communities during the coro-
navirus crisis.

Regional champions have 
been recognised in each of 
Scotland’s 32 local authority 
areas after more than 1200 
nominations were made as 
part of the Scotland Loves Lo-
cal campaign. 

Included are Mark, Russell 
and Joseph of Glenfarg Village 
Store, which went the extra 
mile during the pandemic to 
make sure that the vulnera-
ble and isolated members of 
Glenfarg did not go without 
essentials, as well as fundrais-
ing for Broke Not Broken. 

They supported local busi-
nesses by stocking Pizza Via 
and Paver Curries for their 
customers, and also acted as 
a parcel delivery and pickup 
point for local people. 

Another local on the list is 
Susan Smith of Kinross, who 
made and gifted over 1000 
facemasks for Kinross-shire 
residents. She said, ‘I was 
really pleased and surprised 
to receive the High Street 
Heroes Award, I didn’t even 
know I had been nominated.

In the beginning I was mak-
ing masks and gifting them 
to people. After making over 
1000, I decided to charge 
£3 per mask and donate the 

money to local charities. I 
have now made 1900 masks 
and have donated £1800 
while still gifting masks to 
charities.’

Scotland’s Communities 
Secretary Aileen Campbell 
today praised them, saying: 
‘I would like to thank these 
High Street Heroes for going 
the extra mile.

 They typify the kind of com-
munity spirit that has support-
ed people and improved lives.

‘This has been a difficult 
year for all of us, and the only 
way we will get through is by 
sticking together, being kind, 
and offering help where it is 
needed. The fact that these 
awards received so many 
nominations just shows how 
much people have appreci-
ated those who have pulled 
together to help one another.’ 

A roll of honour of all nomi-
nees can be seen at https://love-

HIGH STREET HEROES AWARDS

local.scot/high-street-heroes/.
Scotland’s Towns Partner-

ship (STP) Chief Officer, Phil 
Prentice, said: ‘The dedica-
tion with which people have 
supported those around 
them has been remarkable. 
We’re delighted to shine a 
spotlight on the amazing dif-

ference that our High Street 
Heroes have made. They are 
an inspiration. They highlight 
the vital part that high street 
businesses play in our lives 
and why we must support 
them to ensure they continue 
to be there for us.’

IN PREVIOUS YEARS, MEMBERS of Kinross Parish Church 
have hosted a lunch on Christmas Day for those who would 
otherwise be on their own. 

Covid-19 restrictions mean they can’t do that this year, 
so instead of people having lunch in the church centre, vol-
unteers will deliver a hot Christmas lunch to those who 
will be at home by themselves on Christmas Day. 

If you know someone who will be on their own on 
Christmas Day please ask them to get in touch so they can 
be included in the festivities. You can either call the Church 
office on 01577 862570 or Richard Scott on 07999 510500. 
Likewise, if anyone would like to volunteer in some way on 
Christmas day please get in touch. 

Thanks are extended to Hunters of Kinross Butchers for 
their generous donation of turkey and vegetables and to 
Kinross Parish Church for their support, as well as to all the 
volunteers who make this possible. 

TRAVELLING CHRISTMAS LUNCH

The Glenfarg Shop (above) and Susan Smith’s face masks (below left).
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p o r t u s  w e a l t h
i n d e p e n d e n t  f i n a n c i a l  a d v i s e r s

THE PANDEMIC has hit the 
performing arts industry very 
badly. You will probably have 
heard of ‘Backstage at The 
Green’. Mundell Music creat-
ed a famous destination with 
its Live Music programme, 
encouraging visitors and per-
formers from all over the UK 
and abroad to come to Kinross 
in autumn, winter and spring. 

Many stay overnight and 
the programme generates 
revenue in winter for our hos-
pitality industries, with hotels 
substantially benefiting from 
the increase in visitors. There 
is also increased footfall for 
our pubs, breweries, cafes and 
local tourist attractions.

Kinross needs an outlet to 
promote live music. Not just 
for the benefit of local res-
idents and the surrounding 
area but also for the perform-
ers. It’s a source of pleasure, 
escape from pressure and an 

Can YOU Help Backstage At The Green?

income for the community. 
Until the pandemic hit, 

Mundell Music staged on av-
erage 120 gigs per year. They 
have always ensured an ec-
lectic mix of artists and fully 
intend to try and carry on for 
a number of years to come.

Sadly, Mundell Music/Back-
stage have been unsuccess-
ful with Scottish Government 
grants. With live music prob-

ably not restarting until April 
2021, they are asking Newslet-
ter readers if they would like 
to support their crowdfunding 
appeal. The aim is to safeguard 
their survival, so they can again 
be in a position to re-open 
their popular live music venue.

Worryingly, the UK Music 
Venue Trust have selected 
Backstage at the Green as 
one of the 30 UK venues most 

at risk of permanent closure. 
MVT have checked the avail-
able funding and what is on 
offer is not enough to prevent 
the threat of permanent clo-
sure. 

DONATE: You can visit the 
Crowdfunder page here: 
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/
mundellmusicbackstage

WRITE: Write in support 
of the campaign to your MP, 
Council and Councillors. 

SHARE: Share this story 
with friends or on social me-
dia: #SaveOurVenues and 
#SaveThe30. 

David Mundell said, ‘Back-
stage Kinross is a special, 
intimate, small capacity des-
tination venue. I will not let 
it fade away. We want to sur-
vive this crisis and be back 
bringing you the live music 
we all love. We need your 
support to make that happen. 
Thank you.’
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Jonathan Auborn 
Carpenter & Joiner 

Crook of Devon 

Garden Rooms and Home Offices  
designed and installed by a skilled  

and experienced craftsman 
 

References Available 
 

01577 542015 / 07766 541955 
 

www.JonathanAuborn.co.uk 

 

Kitchens | Windows and Doors | Flooring & Internal Finishings 
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KINROSS HOUSEHOLDERS WERE 
ASKED last month by KLEO if they 
would light up their windows to 
create a trail of light through the 
town!

Householders, local businesses and 
organisations were encouraged to 
decorate the street-facing windows 
of their homes, flats and shops with 
creative light displays, over one week-
end in November, to co-ordinate with 

the Kinross festive street market and 
the Christmas lights switch-on. 

Not only was this a fun, creative activity for everyone to join 
in with but acted as a beacon of hope as the long nights draw 
in, similar to the lockdown window rainbows that so many of 
us made and displayed. A family-friendly walking trail around 

the town after dusk was created; a Covid-19-secure, socially 
distanced art event! 

This was a fantastic reminder of our strong community, pro-
viding a talking point and helping to break down social isola-
tion. The lights were on between 5-10pm during the event 
weekend. Well done to all who took part and to the organisers. 

LIGHT UP THE NIGHT!

Libby in action with an 
overhead projector
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MP Nicolson Forces Developers’  
Apologies Over ‘Wet Wipes’ Slur
UNDER-FIRE DEVELOPERS PERSIMMON 
are still facing a barrage of complaints 
about the state of the infrastructure at 
the Lathro Meadows development.

Last month, MP John Nicolson, who 
had earlier asked to hear from any Kin-
ross residents who wished to complain 
about any aspect of the development, 
hosted an online event for residents 
who have issues with their houses. 

He said, ‘After speaking with dozens 
of residents, I was very moved by some 
of their experiences.

‘Residents have faced leaks and flood-
ing, multiple no-show repair bookings 
from the developers’ contractors and 
ludicrous excuses. One resident was told 
he shouldn’t expect a watertight front 
door as his house ‘is not a submarine.’ 
Another resident was told she shouldn’t 
have laid laminate flooring in her hall as 
carpet would have absorbed water com-
ing in from the front more easily.

‘People are tired of overflowing 
drains in the street and unmade roads.

‘One father told me he just wants 
some pavement to wheel his daugh-
ter’s pram on. And the promised play 
park hasn’t been built. Despite there 
being hundreds of children on the es-
tate, there are no facilities for them. 

‘Persimmon Homes will have to work 
hard to repair the deep distrust of resi-
dents. ‘They think we are all idiots,’ one 
resident said. Another told me Persim-
mon’s aim is to wear everyone down 
until they stop complaining.

‘It all reminds me of a Watchdog ep-
isode. As a former reporter and pre-
senter on the programme, I’ve seen de-
velopers behave like Persimmon many 
times before. A reputation lost is hard to 
recover. So I will be speaking with rep-
resentatives of Persimmon Homes and 
will relay my constituents’ concerns. 
Persimmon must stop the silly excuses 
and make good on the shoddy work.

‘Folk on the estate like the area and 
love the community. They want to stay. 
Persimmon must deliver the homes 
they were promised.’

Along with Cllr Richard Watters, John 
Nicolson made a site visit to the 200-
home development at Lathro Meadows 
to investigate the issues of flooding, 
which are a regular occurrence for the 
inhabitants. He spoke with residents 

who relayed their concerns to him over 
many things, not least the issues with 
drainage. Many say that the drains 
are unable to cope, and leave a strong 
smell of sewage in the air. Many who 
live at the site believe that the drains 
were poorly constructed and suspect 
that this is to blame for the problem-
atic flooding. 

Mr Nicolson took to social media to 
express his disgust when a suggestion 
was made by a representative of Per-
simmon Homes that the problem was 
being caused by people flushing too 
many wet wipes down their toilets.

On his Facebook page, he said ‘Over-
flowing drains? Developer Persimmon’s 
representative on site said it was be-
cause residents were using excess wet 
wipes. Yes, you read that correctly.’

He said it was ‘deeply offensive’ for 
the developers to blame the residents 
and that they were ‘rightly angry that 
there is still no solution’. He said: “I 
will continue to fight alongside my SNP 

council colleagues to get this issue re-
solved on their behalf.”

James MacKay, director in charge at 
Persimmon Homes North Scotland, has 
since apologised to the Kinross resi-
dents, many who had felt the blame 
for the drainage issues was being incor-
rectly aimed at them.

Persimmon Homes have appealed to 
Scottish Ministers after their proposal to 
build another 169 homes was rejected 
by P&K Council. The Kinross-shire Civ-
ic Trust, and our local Councillors have 
urged Ministers to reject this appeal.

The Trust told the government’s 
Planning and Environmental Appeals 
Division (DPEA) that the drawings it 
obtained (via Freedom of Information) 
show newly built drains with over a doz-
en faults when a survey was conducted 
last year. The drawings show cracked 
and deformed pipes. The Trust told the 
DPEA that it believes that before any 
permission is granted for further de-
velopment, existing drainage problems 
should be properly dealt with.

MP John Nicolson and Councillor Richard Watters visit the controversial Lathro Meadows development

ACROSS: 1 Inform, 5 Locust, 9 Oho, 11 Windows, 12 Neuroma,  
13 Otters, 15 Cartel, 16 Tap, 17 Snow, 21 Grow, 23 Milkbar, 24 Info,  
26 Harp, 30 One, 32 Postal, 33 Quacks, 36 Gairney, 37 Heather,  
38 Neo, 39 Helped, 40 Wheels. 

DOWN: 2 Nonetto, 3 Odours, 4 Moss, 5 Long, 6 Cougar, 7 Scooter, 8 Swoops, 10 Gallow, 
14 Parking, 18 Nun, 19 Bin, 20 Bar, 22 Oar, 24 Impugn, 25 Festive, 27 Alcohol, 28 Pastry, 
29 Catnip, 31 Curate, 34 Wynd, 35 Show. 

KINROSSWORD ANSWERS
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ALL FOUR KINROSS COUNCILLORS – Willie Robertson, Michael 
Barnacle, Callum Purves and Richard Watters – have sent a joint 
letter to Mr Buylla, the Reporter handling the Persimmon plan-
ning appeal for phase 2 of Lathro Farm. The letter asks him to con-
sider four main points, summarised here. 

Over-Development: The Lathro Farm site was originally allo-
cated a total of 260 houses in Local Development Plan 1. How-
ever, in the first phase, consent has been granted for 191 houses 
and in phase 2, 113 houses. This is already an increase of 44 
houses over the agreed total. Persimmon want to increase this 
number even further and have applied for 169 houses in phase 
2. This would increase the total number of houses to 100 more 
than was originally agreed. 

Phasing of Development: All the main housing sites identified 
in the Kinross/Milnathort area in LDP1 now have planning con-
sent. Building is going on apace on all apart from H48 Pitdown-
ies, which has just received consent at appeal. These develop-
ments should be phased to allow services like health, education 
and leisure to absorb the increase in demand. 

Impact on Gallowhill Road: The access to Lathro Farm phase 
2 is via Gallowhill Road. This has very narrow pavements and 
is a main pedestrian route to school. Increasing the number of 
houses will put a greater burden on this road and the lives of the 
people who live on it and those who use the services offered at 

the campus and health centre. There is a question as to whether 
traffic modelling in relation to Gallowhill Road’s junction with 
the Muirs has been taken account of. 

Protection of Loch Leven: Loch Leven is a Special Protection 
Area. A competent authority has to consider whether a plan is 
likely to have a significant effect on such a site. The authority 
(PKC) must make an ‘appropriate assessment’ of the implica-
tions for the site in view of the conservation objectives. Nature 
Scotland said that there was a likely significant effect and that 
PKC should carry out an ‘appropriate assessment.’ Guidance 
from the Habitats Directive case law says the authority ‘are to 
authorise such an activity only if they have made certain that 
it will not adversely affect the integrity of that site. That is the 
case where no reasonable scientific doubt remains as to the 
absence of such effects.’ The algal blooms on Loch Leven for the 
last three years may be due to unusually high temperatures, to 
agricultural run-off or to high levels of house building, or a com-
bination of these factors. No one can say for sure and therefore 
there is scientific doubt. A meeting of the Loch Leven Catchment 
Management Group discussed the deteriorating water quality 
and have suggested developers should be asked to prove that 
extra phosphorous coming from their developments will not 
have an adverse impact. 

For a copy of the full letter, please contact any of the four 
Councillors who will be happy to share it with you. 

Kinross Councillors Unanimous 
In Persimmon Criticism

We have searched the larders of Fife, Kinross and the surrounding areas to source good quality 

and ethically produced products, personally delivered or collected at your convenience. 
 

Fine Larder Foods & Deli Craft Beers, Fine Wines & Spirits Fresh Fish Fresh Bakery 

Eco Products & Personal Care Personalised Hampers Hot Drinks & Rolls from 7am, (8am Sun). 

Open till 6pm. 

We have put lots of effort into understanding how our products are made, to take some of the hard work 

out of making the right lifestyle & dietary choices. We cater for: 
 

Organic Vegan Vegetarian Gluten Free No Palm Oils No Nasties 

Tel: 01577- 864888  www.longspoonlarder.co.uk 

Sustainably Sourced Country Larder 

Dec 20th draw - FREE DRAW for a Hamper worth £100 when you quote NEWS-157 
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WITH NO ONE coming for-
ward to assist in the run-
ning of the 50 Plus Club, the 
committee have taken the 
sad decision to fold the club. 
The club had been hoping 
to celebrate their 25th anni-
versary in September. Over 
the years the lively club has 
been responsible for host-
ing hundreds of outings for 
its members, and offered 
much appreciated opportu-
nities for local residents to 
socialise, helping improve 

the wellbeing of hundreds 
of Kinross-shire adults. 

The club was renowned 
for its monthly meetings 
with its interesting and 
sometimes remarkable 
speakers. Away days were 
frequent and took members 
on coach trips all over Scot-
land, to visit historic loca-
tions, theatre outings, enjoy 
picnics, and regular visits to 
scenic places of interest. 

The club offered weekly 
activities for groups of walk-

ers, both hilly and otherwise. 
There were even special 
interest groups for crafts, 
keep-fit, line dancing, slim-
ming, carpet bowling and 
much more. 

Sadly, due to the pandem-
ic an extraordinary general 
meeting was impossible. It 
is with much sadness that 
the committee had to come 
to a decision about the fu-
ture of the club. 

The committee have 
made the decision to do-

nate the outstanding mon-
ies to charity. £2386.48 is to 
be split between two chari-
ties, the Kinross Day Centre 
and Rural Outreach. A full 
statement from the club’s 
chairman, W Fubister Law, 
can be found on p.66. Of the 
service given by the current 
committee members, some 
of whom have served for 18 
years, he said, ‘Nothing I can 
say here accurately reflects 
the gratitude we owe to 
them all.’

SAD END AS 50+ CLUB HITS ZERO

Christmas Craft Shop
REBECCA, WHO STARTED OUT WITH Holly Silver Jew-
ellery in 2015, has opened a new craft collective shop 
in time for Christmas. Rebecca’s Jewellery Studio is on 
Green Road, Kinross. A few months ago she decided to 
help more small businesses and expand the Craft Collec-
tive Shop.
Rebecca said ‘I wanted to showcase all the amazing small 
businesses I am supporting in my wee shop, which all pro-
duce handmade or locally designed goodies. This is a great 
opportunity to shop local, shop small and safely and sup-
port us wee businesses’.
The collective has wonderful gifts from 14 small and local 

businesses with art, craft, homewares, glass, illustration, 
felt, vegan chocolate, wax melts, candles, reef diffusers and 
clothing!’
Rebecca’s jewellery shop hosts most of Rebecca’s designs 
(found at by-rebecca.com). Both shops will be open on the 
run up to Christmas. Pop along and pick up some presents, 
while supporting local businesses!
Opening Hours
Monday-Wednesday 11-3pm, Late night shopping Thurs-
day 11- 6pm, Saturdays 11-3pm and the occasional Sunday 
too!
You can find the new Craft Collective shop next door to Re-
becca Studios, Garage House, Green Road, Kinross.

THIS NEW RURAL GIFT card scheme is designed to chan-
nel spending into Scotland’s rural towns and villages, 
making it easy to shop local at a time when many small 
businesses need all the support that we can provide. 

The REDS card can be spent online or in store at a wide 
variety of different merchants. It works just like a typical 
gift card and can be loaded with funds starting from £5 up 
to £500. To become a merchant visit www.reds.scot/reds-
card. 

www.ruralscotlandgiftcard.scot

New Gift Card Scheme 
Brings Spending Home

Men’s Shed Get 
Keys to New  
Premises
SOME GOOD NEWS for the Kinross Men’s Shed! 

Kinross Men’s Shed are delighted to finally have the keys to 
their new premises at Swansacre. It will be a busy few weeks 
as all stops are pulled out to help with the move. 

The Shedders are planning on starting with the business 
of moving at 9.30am each day and are hoping for plenty of 
volunteers to assist them, all Covid-19 restrictions applying.  

MP John Nicolson sent the Shedders a message wishing 
them all the best with their move. 

He said, ‘The Kinross & District Men’s Shed is a fantastic 
voluntary organisation. In response to the coronavirus pan-
demic, they raised thousands of pounds to make PPE equip-
ment at a time of national shortage and produced thousands 
of face shields for front line workers. Their altruism and re-
sourcefulness has been remarkable. I wish them the very 
best as they move to new premises and will support them 
however I can.’
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The Glenfarg hotel has been a sad sight to look at for quite 
some time now. Once a thriving hotel, it was sold a number 
of years ago and, shortly afterwards, the new owner closed 
it and applied for planning consent to turn it into flats. Al-
though the application was refused by the Council’s develop-
ment management committee the decision was controver-
sially overturned by the Council’s Local Review committee. 
Since then the building has remained empty. It was recently 
put up for auction but was withdrawn from sale before it 
could go under the hammer.

Since then it has been left to the ravages of the elements, 
and the structure has been deteriorating in condition for 
several years. It has now been declared dangerous, after an 
inspection was carried out by the Perth and Kinross Coun-
cil Building Standards Team. A Dangerous Building Order has 
been served on the owner. 

The engineers in the team said there were worrying visi-
ble signs of movement and cracking in part of the external 
wall to the rear of the building. The order indicates that 
urgent repairs are needed and the affected area has been 
fenced off and warning signs put in place to prevent any un-
authorised access. The Dangerous Building Order is likely to 
put off potential buyers, with the cost of the repairs being 
prohibitive. 

The hotel was once at the centre of the community in Glen-
farg and was a thriving business, so locals are very disheartened 
to see what has been allowed to happen to it. Residents are 
keen to see it re-opened as a hotel which would serve not only 
their close-knit community but also visitors from further afield. 

Councillor Willie Robertson said, ‘The closure of the Glen-
farg Hotel is still a raw wound in the village of Glenfarg. The 
hotel was a huge community asset. As we all know Glenfarg is 
a vibrant community. Many of the local groups used the hotel 
for social functions and meetings. It was also a very popular 
eating place for people from outwith the village. Its closure 
was a huge shock for everyone. 

Local people have contacted me, concerned about the 
safety of the building. Following an inspection by the 
Council’s Building Standards department a Dangerous 
Building Notice was issued. However I have been told that 

Glenfarg Hotel Served 
Dangerous Building Order

the Council are having great difficulty serving the notice.
The Glenfarg Hotel sits in a very prominent location in the 

village. It is so sad to see this once fine building which was 
so much at the heart of the community, being allowed to fall 
into such a state of disrepair. I share the fears of locals for this 
building and will do my best to ensure its long-term survival.’

THOMAS HACKETT 
PAINTER & DECORATOR

Established 1970

Experienced in all types of decorating services 

Power Washing 

OAP Discounts

FREE ESTIMATES

Tel: 07724 534618 hackettjune41@gmail.com
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J.B. ANDERSON 
MOBILE FISH SHOP  

07932468623 
I am a Pittenweem fish merchant in Kinross and Milnathort every Friday with 

fresh fish including haddock, smoked haddock, salmon, seabass, rainbow 
trout, cod, mussels, lemon sole, pickled herrings, hake & hot smoked salmon. 

Other fish available on request and pre-orders. 
I also carry artisan breads, seasonal fruit & vegetables, cakes & traybakes 

along with a variety of specials each week including Cullen skink, mackerel 
pates & prawn cocktails. 

If I do not already come up your street give me a text, or a call and I will 
arrange to come to your street and incorporate it into my round! 

If you are not going to be in, I can arrange an early morning delivery, or I can 
leave in a cool box in a safe place at a time of your convenience. 

Hope to see you all on Friday- listen for the Toot!  

DO YOU HAVE THE skills and 
experience to offer care and 
support in rural Perthshire? 
Maybe you’ve looked after a 
family member or have vol-
unteered to help vulnerable 
people in your local commu-
nity. Perhaps you already offer 
a care and wellbeing service. 
The Care and Wellbeing Com-
munity Interest Company (CIC) 
would love to hear from you! 

Living in a rural area needs 
a fresh approach to care and 
wellbeing, because the chal-
lenges are different: there are 
fewer people, longer distanc-
es to travel, sometimes the 
weather is bad and we can feel isolated from time to time. 

The CIC, a social enterprise, has been formed to help meet 
these challenges. Our members offer a variety of services, 
from sports massage to life coaching, care services to dental 
hygiene! 

Becoming a member provides benefits tailored to the care 
and wellbeing community. The CIC is supported by GrowBiz. 
You’ll receive a listing on our website, have access to meetings 
and training, useful resources, and regular communications.

If you’ve not started your care and wellbeing business, or 

Care and Wellbeing CIC Want New Members

are still in the early stages, then membership can be espe-
cially helpful, as we can support you with essential aspects of 
setting up as well as suggestions on how you can market your 
new services and how much to charge. 

We offer a shared vision of professional cooperation and 
service, both for our clients and for one another. 

Please contact us at www.thecareandwellbeing.coop or 
email hello@thecareandwellbeing.coop if you’re interested 
in becoming one of our members. 
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Juniper Residential is part of the award-winning Cruden Group, delivering quality new homes for over 75 years.
Juniper Residential, 16 Walker St, Edinburgh EH3 7LP. Company registration number:  SC596421.

A range of modern and stylish age exclusive 
new homes on the site of the former 
Windelstrae Hotel, Kinross
Seeking your perfect retirement home? Why choose Juniper?

- A choice of 2 & 3 bedroom bungalows, villas and cottage flats for residents aged 55+
- Outstanding location with easy access to town centre
- Dedicated development manager            
- Communal residents’ club lounge
- Visitor guest suite
- Ample parking
- Private gardens
- Discreet interactive 24 hour emergency call system for your peace of mind

Sales launch early 2021 – register your interest now at www.juniperresidential.co.uk
Alternatively email sales@juniperresidential.co.uk

Find out more – join our webinar on Thursday 10th December at 2.30pm
Register online at our website to reserve your place

Muirwood Gardens, Kinross

COMING 
SOON
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MILNATHORT SINGER/SONGWRITER Derek Flory has found 
a novel and enjoyable way to beat the stress caused by the 
pandemic. He has spent the past six months recording 150 
songs at a rate of almost a song a day.

Derek told the Newsletter, ‘It happened by chance in mid-
June when we met a neighbour while out walking and had a 
socially distanced chat. He asked me if I would record a John 
Denver song for him to cheer him up during the lockdown and 
I foolishly agreed. I had no idea how to do it or indeed what to 
do until my friend and fellow musician Campbell Watson sug-
gested I use ‘Voice Memos’ on my iPad as a simple and quick 
way of recording songs and ideas, as he had been doing.

The first few times I tried it gave mixed results, as it is not 
a very sophisticated recording method. It was a steep learn-
ing curve! However, the first song was sent out to a small 
group of family and friends and the response was good. One 
neighbour mentioned that she liked Dolly Parton and an-
other mentioned a specific Gordon Lightfoot song and then 
more requests came in. The more songs I recorded, the more 
confident I became, and the original target of 50 songs was 
reached. The target then increased to 100 songs as additional 
requests were made and songs were recorded for birthdays, 
engagements and other special occasions.

We have just reached 150 songs and it is time to get a life! 
However, I would like to say a huge thank you to everyone 
who requested a song as they introduced me to singers and 
songs that I had never heard before.

Music and song has, for me, been such a positive way to 
cope with these incredibly stressful and difficult times, every 
day you have a goal to aim for and a challenge, so go on, pick 

DEREK BEATS THE BLUES 
WITH HIS COVID VERSIONS!

up an instrument and sing a song, you will feel all the better 
for doing it.’

Derek’s recordings of well-loved songs are not currently 
available for the public to hear due to licensing restrictions, 
but he is thinking about the possibility of creating a charity 
CD, so watch this space!

Derek and his trusty axe. Photo by Hazel Kemp.

Want To Sell Something?
Advertise your item free of charge in the  
Classified Advertisements section on 

www.kinross.cc

WHAT COULD YOU GET out of volunteer-
ing? A recent interview with two KYTHE’s 
volunteers highlighted the benefits both 
for themselves and for others. 

Guy started volunteering after youth 
worker Gillian asked him along to play 
music. ‘It was great to see young people 
enjoying themselves. It was interesting 
to see them getting to know people 
who weren’t in their close friendship 
groups,’ said Guy. He went on to lead 
‘Make Music Day’, a national event. 

Alan, the treasurer, is a chartered ac-
countant. He explained, ‘not everyone 
wants to volunteer to be a treasurer, 
but it doesn’t bother me; it’s good to be 
able to give.’ 

He appreciates the difference in his 
volunteering to Guy’s, saying ‘It’s great 
to listen to Guy as I’m more of a back-of-
fice type. I don’t really see the young 
people.’

KYTHE is always responding to the 

What Could YOU Get From Volunteering?
needs of young people. Guy said, ‘A lot 
is happening at the moment. There are 
issues with mental health and not be-
ing able to see friends. The more social 
side, the community support will devel-
op. It will be good to have a strong basis 
even if things go back to normal.’

Alan agrees that it can be difficult 
for young people, especially if ‘you 
don’t quite fit in, your interests are a 
bit different, you look different or go to 
a different school. KYTHE will hopeful-
ly become a magnet for young people 
from all backgrounds, where they can 
drop in and feel welcome, have fun, 
have a game of pool, darts, or play in 
the band.’

Volunteering benefits KYTHE but Guy 
and Alan feel the benefits themselves. 
Alan has found it great fun.  Alan said 
‘It’s good for trustees and committee 
members to have a common aim that 
KYTHE should be a success. It’s interest-

ing hearing about Guy’s involvement.’

For Guy, who has been at university in 
the last few months, ‘as a volunteer you’re 
not only teaching others, but you’re learn-
ing from people of all ages. I’ve become 
better at communicating with older peo-
ple, and that’s really important for young 
people, because in life you won’t always be 
with people your age.’

Please get in touch if you’d like to be 
part of the KYTHE family, either working 
directly with young people or in a sup-
port function. 

We are especially looking for people 
with marketing and communications 
skills. For more information, email of-
fice@kythe.org.uk

‘It’s great being with the young peo-
ple and seeing them gain confidence, 
interests and self-worth – they are so 
interesting to listen to, and can be very 
funny too.’ Ginni, volunteer.
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39 High Street, Kinross KY13 8AA 

 
 

www.inglisvets.co.uk

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

Please bear in mind due to the current 
restrictions we have limited space for 
appointments, however will arrange 
appointments as soon as possible.

We are still here for you 
and your pets!  

For emergency care or 
advice please call us 
on 01577 863 328.

For all none urgent or 
routine enquiries and 
appointments please 
email our team at 
Alphavet@inglisvets.com

Our design
of the month

*Confirmation of price will be dependant on site conditions. Finance examples available on our website. Nothing to pay for 9 months from installation. T&Cs apply. £999 deposit. CR Smith Glaziers 
(Dunfermline) Limited acts as a credit broker and is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.The credit advertised is provided by one credit provider with whom we have a commercial 
relationship. CR Smith, Gardeners Street, Dunfermline, KY12 0RN. Registered in Scotland No. SC51530.

O�er price £41,850* only £299 per month desposit £999

Only
2.9% APR 
representative

Nothing to
pay for 9

months from
installation

The Lorimer open
plan sunroom
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THANKS TO THE wonderful Rotary Club of 
Kinross, the sleigh is polished and the rein-
deer have almost completed their annual 
training schedule. 

The Rotary Club have spoken to Santa and 
he will be visiting Kinross-shire and Glenfarg 
at weekends from Saturday 28 November. We 
are pleased at the Newsletter to be able to 
reveal his whereabouts and the dates of his 
visits. 

Remember that you can  download www.
SleighTracker.co.uk if you want to receive up-
to-the-minute details on Santa’s progress. A 
heartfelt thank you to the Rotary Club from 
all the parents of Kinross for bringing joy to so 
many children in Kinross-shire in a year that 
has been so difficult for so many.

Santa The Key Worker!Santa The Key Worker!

SANTA’S SCHEDULE 
Saturday 28 November

Kinross South and Clashlochie: starting at Clashlochie 
at 4.30pm and finishing at Sandport.

Kinross Central, south of Springfield Rd:  
starting at Junction Road at 6.30pm and  

finishing at Kinross Primary School.

SuNday 29 November
Mawcarse Mains & Crossroads: 

Cuthill Towers, Drunzie,  
Duncreivie and Glenfarg at Mawcarse Mains at 

5.30pm and finish Glenfarg Garage.

Saturday 5 december
Kinross Central, north of Springfield Rd: starting at  
Davis Park at 4.30pm and finishing Whinfield Drive.
Kinross North: starting Burnbank Meadows 6.30pm  

and finishing at Lathro Meadows.

SuNday 6 december
Milnathort: starting Auld Mart at 5.30pm  

and finishing at The Fairways.

Saturday 12 december
Glenlomond, Wester Balgedie,  
Kinesswood and Scotlandwell: 

starting at Glenlomond at 5.30pm and  
finishing at Wellside Park, Scotlandwell.

SuNday 13 december
Middle Balado, Cleish, The Drum and Crook of Devon: 

starting at Middle Balado at 5.30pm 
and finishing at Village Hall, Crook of Devon.

FoLLoW SaNta oN tHe tracKer aPP 
www.sleightracker.co.uk

There are no collectors this year, but you can still  
support the Rotary Club. Please donate, so that we 
can continue to support local charities, by going to

www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/ 
rotarysantasleigh2020
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Mother and Daughter’s 
Scots Publishing Success
KINROSS-SHIRE’S IRENE MCFARLANE 
and daughter, Ishbel McFarlane, have 
had books published in the last few 
weeks. Both books reflect the McFar-
lane family’s involvement over many 
years in promoting the Scots Language.

Ishbel, who got taken along to Scots 
Language Society events as a babe in 
arms wrote O is for Hoolet, a one-wom-
an play, examining our attitudes, expec-
tations and prejudices about the Scots 
Language, referencing experiences 
from her own Kinross-shire childhood 
and education. The play was performed 
in Kinross a few years ago, as part of a 
tour round Scotland and Ireland, and at 
the Edinburgh Fringe. 

For a number of years, her mother, 
Irene, was secretary of The Scots Lan-
guage Society. Throughout her entire 
teaching career, she has taught children 
to recite Scots poetry for exams, festi-
vals and other public performances. 
Ishbel and Irene both perform Scots 

poetry, a joint Tam 
o’Shanter having 
been a highlight!

Irene has translat-
ed Clement Clarke 
Moore’s A Visit from 
St Nicholas (Twas 
The Night Before 
Christmas…) as The 
Nicht Afore Christ-
mas. In recent years 
as well as new books 
in Scots, there has 
been a huge increase 
of interest in Scots 
translations of popu-
lar children’s books. 
The beautiful illustrations by prominent 
Glasgow illustrator, Rosemary Cunning-
ham, have set The Nicht Afore Christ-
mas in and around the National Trust for 
Scotland’s Tenement House Museum in 
Glasgow. At the end of the book we see 
Faither Yuletide on his sleigh flying over 
many other Scottish landmarks, pulled 

by his reindeer, Birkie, Mirkie, Pliskie, 
Wunner, Eident, Smeddum, Lichtnin 
and Thunner!

Says Irene, ‘We 
maun gie monie 
thanks tae The 
Scottish Book 
Trust wha gied us 
a Scots Language 
P u b l i c a t i o n 
Grant (funded 
by The Scottish 
Government) tae 
mak this braw 
book possible.’ 

O is for Hoolet can be bought in Bail-
lies in Kinross, from bookshops or the 
publisher, Salamander Street.

The Nicht Afore Christmas can be ob-
tained in Baillies, Loch Leven’s Larder, 
Heaven Scent, The Kilted Christmas Tree 
Company, bookshops, or post free from 
publisher, Tippermuir Books.

News
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Book your private appointment now
Call 0141 212 4907 

Visit glenfarghomes.co.uk

MOVE IN 2020 AND
SAVE MONEY ON LBTT

CGI Typical Front Elevation

12 beautiful 
age-exclusive 
apartments
Set in the well-connected, picturesque village of Glenfarg in Perthshire, our apartments 
are designed to meet all the requirements of the individual or couple seeking to downsize.

This exceptional development of spacious two-bedroom homes boasts secure 
underground parking and a lift to all levels. The design of each unit puts an emphasis 
on bright, generous living spaces as well as elegant kitchens, sumptuous bathrooms and 
usable outside space in the form of enclosed glass balconies.

Book your private appointment now by calling 0141 212 4907 or via our website.

Prices start from £227,000.

SHOW APARTMENT NOW OPEN

Personalised
Kitchen

10 Year 
Warranty

Landscaped 
Gardens

Underground 
Parking

*Maximum of 1 voucher per household

Our first 20 
visitors will receive

AFTERNOON 
TEA FOR TWO

at Loch Leven’s 
Larder*

News
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BECCA’S TRAVELLING BOOKSHOP
AFTER A SERIES OF life-changing events, Becca Flory, a Kin-
ross resident has decided to open a bookshop with a differ-
ence. She’s converting a vintage van into a small bookshop 
and unique events space. From spring 2021, when the con-
version is complete, Becca plans to travel across Scotland 
with the van, popping up at fairs, festivals, markets, in rural 
communities and at schools. 

Becca, a lawyer turned entrepreneur, worked on the busi-
ness during lockdown and she believes that now more than 
ever, people need businesses like The Little Travelling Book-
shop, which will have a particular focus on selling books by 
diverse authors and ones that help people improve their 
health and wellbeing. 

Becca told the Newsletter, ‘More and more people 
turned to reading during lockdown as a means of escape. 
Their pace of life changed – they slowed down and allowed 
themselves time to switch off. For the most part, people felt 
that their overall health and wellbeing improved because 

of it. At the same time, people missed connecting social-
ly. I believe this combination of social and solitary is key in 
any business that’s focused on helping people’s wellbeing. 
That’s why we’re making it easier for people in more rural 
parts of Scotland to shop for books in person at our mobile 
bookshop, where they’ll also be able to enjoy a good cup 
of coffee or tea and some cake sourced from local Scottish 
producers!’

An important part of the bookshop will be the unique 
events Becca will host at it, from author talks, book launch-

es and signings, to bibliotherapy sessions. Her hope is that 
her events will help foster connection in communities and 
increase learning in children, for whom she is developing 
a specific activities and events programme.

Becca launched a crowdfunding campaign at the end of Oc-
tober to raise £5000 to help fund the conversion of the van 
and she surpassed her target in two weeks. She’ll be selling a 
range of book gift boxes at the Kinross Festive Market to help 
get the van on the road. For more information, see www.
thelittletravellingbookshop.com 

Becca and her books (above) and the planned design for her book van 
(below left). Photos by Ceeva Liu

News

Want to sell something?
Advertise your item free of charge in the  
Classified Advertisements section on 

www.kinross.cc
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dIFFuSe PoLLutIoN; OUR reSPoNSIbILIty
WE ALL HAVE TO abide by the law; it 
doesn’t just apply to a few of us. 

This article is not about wearing 
masks or using mobile phones when 
driving; it addresses another issue 
entirely. The issues is diffuse pollu-
tion; the contamination of our en-
vironment by many substances and 
often arising from casual, sometimes 
innocent actions. It covers everything 
from lettering to the widespread use 
of plastic, disposal of wash water and 
the use of cars. 

It is also strongly associated with 
flooding as much of the contamina-
tion of our landscape is mobilised 
during heavy rain and washed into 
the rivers and seas. Diffuse pollution 
does not just mean plastic or toxic 
chemicals; it also involves soil erosion 
which is the wash out of nutrients 
from fields, parks and gardens. Clear-
ly soil or nitrogen cannot be banned 
or replaced so other interventions are 
required.

One of the good things to come out 
of lockdown was the wonderful im-
provement in urban air quality. Peo-
ple stopped driving to work and tak-
ing children to school. Road traffic is a 
well-documented source of air pollu-
tion and also causes significant water 
pollution.

Landscape interventions are a 
major part of the strategy in man-
aging diffuse pollution. This can 
be seen around Loch Leven in the 
form of buffer zones along stream 
margins. In addition, practices such 
as ploughing at source rather than 
downslope on arable fields. Keep-
ing stubble over winter reduces 
exposure of soil to erosion. It also 
provides food for winter flocks of 
finches and geese in the form of 
spilled grain. Our farmers have 

been national leaders in exploring 
and implementing solutions to dif-
fuse solutions.

There are also considerations for 
towns and villages, known as ‘the 
built environment’. Regulations which 
came into force in 2005 introduced the 
term ‘sustainable drainage’ or SUDS. 
This phrase means features which are 
designed to ac-
cept rainfall run-
ning from the de-
veloped landscape 
(roof and car park 
areas and roads) 
and produce riv-
er water quality 
drainage outflows. 
Without such 
measures rivers 
will be polluted. 
In 2012, RSPB and 
the Wildfowl and 

Wetland Trust published guidance on 
suitable habitat creation and the po-
tential of SUDS; the use of this tech-
nology is a mandatory requirement in 
relation to new car parks, extensions 
and the creation of new roads. 

A survey for the Kinross-shire Civic 
Trust Raingardens challenge last year 
showed a high degree of provision 
of SUDS features. However, of 32 in-
dividual premises visited, only 33% 
featured multiple green benefits. 
The other 67% had hard-engineering 
drainage features such as permeable 
car parking bays. Unfortunately, sev-
eral sites displayed poor compliance 
with no SUDS features at all. This is 
illegal from a compliance perspec-
tive. If developers, local engineers, 
architects or others are interested in 
meeting their statutory obligations, 
they may find the RSPB/WWT guid-
ance helpful. Anyone who is interest-
ed in developments in our local area 
may also find it useful. Downloads are 
free and can be found online at www.
rspb.org.uk/images/SuDS_report_fi-
nal_tcm9-338064.pdf. Other guidance 
is available. However, this is the most 
obvious place for local people to start.

Brian J. D’Arcy

News

CAN YOU HELP THE 
CORE PATHS GROUP?

MILNATHORT AND ORWELL Community Council have 
now established a Core Paths Group. This group, with help 
from PKC’s Community Greenspace, maintains the Core 
Paths in the Milnathort area – cutting overgrown verges, 
removing overhanging branches and so on. Without this 
maintenance, the paths quickly become very narrow, very 
muddy and eventually impassable.

The help from Community Greenspace takes the form 
of a grant so the Core Paths Group can buy PPE, tools and 
the like.  Community Greenspace also provide training in 
the use of tools and machinery. 

One extremely useful piece of equipment is the Flail 
Machine that’s used to cut back overgrown verges.  While 
the group can borrow this machine for a few days, they 
need to be able to transport it to the Core Path and also 
to store it overnight.  So, the group are looking for volun-
teers who would be able to transport the Flail Machine by 
trailer and also to store it securely overnight.

The Core Path Group are keen to hear from anyone 
who can help with this.  The next big outing will be in the 
spring, so there is time to get organised.  If you can help, 
please email communitycouncilmilnathort@gmail.com
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IT’S BEEN A TOUGH YEAR for 
everyone and our local hospitality 
businesses have been hit hard by 
the restrictions. On Friday 13 No-
vember, Perth and Kinross became 
a Tier 3 area. The Kinross commu-
nity will, I’m sure, do our very best 
to support them at this difficult 
time. Here are some messages 
from some of our local restaurants: 

THE COURT HOUSE
CHRISTMAS MAY WELL not be hap-
pening as we hoped it might. This 
has been a difficult year for The 
Court House and for all our col-
leagues in the hospitality industry in 
Kinross-shire and around the coun-
try, but we intend to carry on as 
best we can to make this a fantastic 
festive season for our customers, 
our staff and our community.

Our usual calendar of festive events is on hold as we wait to 
discover what the future holds. We will however, be launching 
our special winter menu in mid-November and it will feature as 
always, a selection of delicious, fresh, seasonal menu items. We’ll 
also be adding a range of exciting specials every week and come 
December, it will include our traditional Christmas turkey and 
some other festive favourites! Booking is recommended. Call us 
on 01577 351020 or book online at www.courthousekinross.com.

We must adhere to Government guidelines, so please be 
kind to our staff as they try their best to follow them to en-
sure the safety of everyone. Rest assured; they are still as 
committed as ever to providing the same warm welcome.

Our takeaway collection service is still available, so please 
visit our website or pick up a menu in the restaurant and see 
what Court House dishes you can enjoy at home!

Thank you as always to the wonderful people of Kin-
ross-shire and beyond who continue to support us and so 
many other local businesses throughout this challenging 
time. We are truly grateful. Team Court House.

THE BALGEDIE TOLL
CHRISTMAS WILL KICK OFF at The Balgedie Toll on Wednes-
day 3 December with traditional festive fayre on offer. This will 
run throughout December ending on Christmas Eve. Lunch on 
Christmas day will be served from 12 noon till 3pm – booking 
is essential. Our four-course Christmas Day lunch menu can be 

EATING OUT THIS CHRISTMAS?

seen on our website and includes traditional roast turkey, pan 
fried salmon supreme with celeriac puree and dark chocolate 
and mulled wine pear ganache tart to name a few. Covid-19 
restricted opening hours can be found on our website. Takea-
way will carry on throughout December. There will be plenty of 
Christmas sparkle whether alcoholic or not!

THE KIRKLANDS HOTEL
WHATEVER THE RESTRICTIONS, the Kirklands is here to help 
you celebrate the festive season in style. From December 
we will be adding a range of Festive favourites to our all-day 
menu. We have our fingers crossed that we can show you 
some delicious new christmas cocktails but if not, our festive 
mocktails, hot drinks and homemade cakes will still get you 
in the spirit. Keep an eye on Facebook and thekirklandshotel.
com for updates on our opening hours as the tier situation 
will no doubt change over the month. (Please note that we 
are fully booked for Christmas Day).

THE GROUSE AND CLARET
VICKI, DAVID, DANIEL AND all the wonderful staff at the 
Grouse and Claret hope you have a very peaceful and hap-
py Festive Season. We will be open for most of December, 
although we will keep you updated on our Facebook page re-
garding compliance with the ever-changing regulations. After 
what has been our most challenging year in our 28 years of 
trading here, we would like to thank you all for your amazing 
loyalty.

FOR SALE:

HIGH QUALITY SCREENED TOP SOIL

Available in bags or bulk.

Contact for prices 
Delivery could be arranged at cost.

Wester Balgedie

Tel: 07725 913870

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Make more time to do what you do best.

Hire an experienced, local bookkeeper  
to keep on top of your books and VAT returns.

Call Helen MacGregor – 07729 460252

www.facebook.com/HelenMacgregorBookkeeping

News
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YOU MAY ALREADY have 
seen the marvellous new 
shop on Kinross High 
Street. The Long Spoon 
Larder is a new sustaina-
bly sourced Country Lar-
der that offers Kinross 
residents the best pick-

ings from the bountiful local larders of Fife, Kinross and the 
surrounding areas. They offer all you need, whether it’s for a 
mid-week meal or a gift for someone special, with tasty ethi-
cally sourced produce including wines, spirits and craft beers. 

Founders Penny and Donna were brought up in Fife and are 
both now based in Dunfermline. Penny has 20 years of ex-
perience in hospitality. She is currently developing her chef’s 
skills by studying her masters in Food and Consumer Science 
with Abertay University. Donna has spent most of her work-
ing career in people-focused managerial roles.

Penny and Donna want to work as sustainably as they can, 
sourcing local and ethically produced products wherever 
possible. This means making ethical choices about their own 
products and packaging.

They say, ‘We appreciate the amazing natural larder around us and the talent 
that works hard to produce great food, drink and other eco products. It’s impor-
tant to us to work with producers of all sizes in our local area. Working together in 
partnership with local suppliers also means we can help to sustain jobs and oppor-
tunities for growth. At the last count (13 Oct 2020) we had managed to source 38% 
of our products in Scotland and 89% within the UK. We will continue to work hard 
to reduce our food miles and have a positive impact. 

A big thank you to our friends and family for making this possible. Another huge 
thank you for the warm welcomes we’ve received from the Kinross community. 
We’re so excited to be a part of it!’

The Long-Spoon Larder also offers an online delivery service, or if you prefer 
you can order and collect at your convenience. For more information see www.
longspoonlarder.co.uk

If you are visiting the store, please let the team know you were 
reading their story in the Kinross Newsletter. Quote the code 
NEWS-157 and they will enter you into a prize draw for a Hamper 
worth £100, drawn on Sunday 20 December 2020.

NeW SuStaINabLe couNtry Larder 
News
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Church News

Loch Leven Church 
steps out for CHAS

CAIRN THE COMMUNITY!

Amy Schofield, leaping into action

AT THE BEGINNING OF October, Loch Leven Church (LLC) 
launched a month-long fundraising campaign which 
took the idea of a sponsored walk to new heights, quite 
literally! Individuals were invited to cover 1770 miles – 
the equivalent of the distance required to climb all 282 
of Scotland’s munros. They could do it by any means: 
walking, swimming, cycling, running – even scooting. 

LLC leader Richard Gibb said, ‘We have fundraised 
for our local CHAS hospice Rachel House in the past, 
and really wanted to do something to help them during 
these difficult times.’

CHAS has supported families throughout this pan-
demic but, like so many services, has had to adapt their 
provision to meet the needs of those self-isolating or 
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Caroline and Stephen Jones (above); Hugo and Janet McIlroy (below); Richard and Benjamin Gibb (bottom); The Scott children on Carn Liath (bottom left)

family groups, including 17 children and 8 dogs! It has 
taken munro-bagging to a whole new level, all so that 
CHAS can continue to focus on caring for and support-
ing many families in our community.

To request support, become a partner or get involved 
as a community fundraiser with CHAS, please visit 
www.chas.org.uk. Donations are welcome online at 
www.justgiving.com/fundraising/LochLevenChurch. 

Church News

unable to visit either of their 
hospices, Robin and Rachel 
House. The virtual hospice 
was born. This innovative 
new service has been set up 
to offer families vital support 
services by phone and video: 
nursing, medical and phar-
macy advice; bereavement 
support; money and benefits 
advice; and practical guidance 
regarding Covid-19. The ser-
vice also offers a storytelling 
resource for children at home; 
letter-writing for children and 
parents; activity packs and art 
clubs; and even virtual clown 
doctor visits!

Lyndsay Stobie, CHAS’s Com-
munity Fundraiser said, ‘It is 
supporters in the community 
who are helping CHAS sustain 
services which have had to ex-
pand and change significantly since lockdown began. See-
ing the members of a church take on such a physical chal-
lenge to raise funds has been incredibly encouraging for 

all of us and helps us 
continue to bring spe-
cial moments of joy to 
children and families 
across Scotland.’

So, to summit up, 
Loch Leven Church 
blazed a trail of over 
2000 miles (take 
that, Proclaimers!) 
and have raised over 
£1786 so far. The leg-
work was done by 15 
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Church News

NEWS FROM KINROSS PARISH CHURCH
Meningitis Now  
– Support Sought From Kinross
This year Kinross Parish Church has decided 
that its special collection (normally taken at its 
Christmas services) will be for Meningitis Now 
and that the appeal should be broadened out to the community. 
Brian Timms from the church said: ‘Meningitis is a disease 
that can strike suddenly without warning. The devasting im-
pact of meningitis was sadly brought home to us when in the 
summer of 2019 the Neave family lost young Eilidh. This loss 
was felt deeply throughout the church family and also across 
the community in Kinross.
We have therefore decided to widen out our Christmas ap-
peal this year to the whole community knowing many will 
want to support this charity but will not be able to do that at 
our Christmas services. We thank you for your support’. 
If you would like to join the church in supporting the ongoing 
work of Meningitis Now, donations can be made using give.
net which can be accessed on: www.kinrossparishchurch.org 
(in ‘Donations Details’ box put Meningitis Now) or directly to 
www.meningitisnow.org.
Meningitis Now are the first Meningitis patient group in the 
world, founders of the meningitis movement and the only 
charity dedicated to fighting meningitis in the UK. They  want 
everyone affected by meningitis to get the support they need. 
Meningitis Now have invested over £12m in the early stage 
research that has played a critical part in the introduction 
of five life-saving vaccines. They need over £3 million every 
year. Brian says: ‘Without any central Government funding, 
they rely on people like you to help raise it. Like most chari-
ties, they have seen income drop because of the pandemic’.

New Kin-nections
The new issue of Kin-nections, the magazine of Kinross Parish 
Church, is now available. Delivered to all the households in the 
congregation, the magazine covers December to February and is 
free. It can be downloaded from www.kinrossparishchurch.org 
or, if you wish a printed copy, contact the church office (01577 
862570; office@kinrossparishchurch.org). It is not possible at 
present to have copies available as usual to uplift in the Library 
or at local cafes.
Design Editor, Graeme Shaw 
says: ‘As a church, we’ve put 
enormous effort in to keeping 
in contact with our members 
and the wider community dur-
ing the restrictions. Inevitably, 
much of that has been online 
so to have a printed magazine 
is more important than ever 
just now. The theme running 
through this issue is Light and 
Dark. As one of our contrib-
utors, Rev Kathy Dain, says: 
‘This Christmas is bound to 
be like no other but may it 
be filled for you in Christ – the light even the dark-
est night cannot conceal.’

Praying For All Of Kinross
Did you know that each day of the month a part of the Par-
ish of Kinross is listed to be prayed for in the Prayer Diary 

CROSSFIRE (for teenagers)
HAVE YOU EVER FOUND yourself feeling discouraged by the 
most recent news about Covid restrictions or challenged by 
clips and comments on social media? Don’t worry – you are 
not the only person to feel like this. There is Good News and 
it’s closer than you might think. Jesus, who has written our 
names on the back of his hands and knows our every trouble, 
is walking along our path every step of the way. He knows 
us and he loves us. At Crossfire we explore Jesus’s message 
through games and fun activities, through friendship and 
fellowship and of course through food. Crossfire is a youth 
group for all secondary school pupils. It is organised by Kin-
ross Parish Church but open to all.

We meet every Sunday evening during term 
time. If you would like to find out more please 
contact: jennymasson65@gmail.com. 

of Kinross Parish Church? One of the church’s elders, Gor-
don McFarlane, says: ‘I am not the only one to have found 
that knowing you are being prayed for on a certain day has 
been important in these difficult times. It was particularly 
strengthening to hear my area mentioned in the church’s on-
line mid-week prayers.’.
The prayer diary is available on the church’s website (www.
kinrossparishchurch.org) or contact the church office (01577 
862570; office@kinrossparishchurch.org) to request an 
emailed or printed copy. The mid-week prayers at 12 noon 
on Wednesdays (live streamed on the church’s Facebook 
page) include that day’s locations. These are usually flagged 
up the day before, with photographs, on Facebook.
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3 & 4 bedroom homes available now 

upgraded flooring, blinds and light fittings

Treat yourself this
Christmas!

Kinross Lathro Farm

Book an appointment springfield.co.uk or call 01577 898604 

Lathro

No LBTT payable on homes up to £250,000

All our homes at Kinross come with 
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Councillor 
Callum Purves
a911 road Safety
tHe SaFety oF tHe route along the 
A911 has long been a concern that has 
been raised with me by local residents and 
Portmoak Community Council. We have 
had some recent successes, including 
the reduction in the speed limit to 20mph in Kinnesswood and 
Scotlandwell, but there is still much work to be done.

I recently facilitated a site visit between members of the 
Community Council and the Council’s roads team to consider 
a number of possible solutions, including among other things:

•	 A reduced speed limit through Wester and Easter Balgedie 
to 30 mph

•	 A four-way signalised junction at the Balgedie Toll Tavern

•	 A trial installation of sleeping policeman in Kinnesswood

•	 A pedestrian crossing between Portmoak Village Hall and 
Church

•	 A possible realignment of the A911/B920 junction in 
Scotlandwell
Some of these measures will be able to be introduced quite 

quickly while others will depend on securing budget in future 
discussions. The roads team have undertaken to draw up what is 
known as a route action plan that will bring all of these proposals 
together in one document. This will be fully costed and will allow 
my ward colleagues and I to lobby for funding at Perth to secure 
these improvements. 
covid-19
I continue to be extremely impressed by the community 
resilience that Kinross-shire has shown during the coronavirus 
pandemic. I would again like to thank all the community groups 
and individual volunteers for their continued efforts to support 
those in need of assistance.

I was, however, disappointed by the decision of the Scottish 
Government to place Perth & Kinross into tier three. These are 
undoubtedly difficult decisions to make with a need to balance 
reducing the incidence of the virus with the impact on loneliness, 
mental health, jobs and poverty.

It nevertheless seems disproportionate to me that a broadly 
rural area like Perth & Kinross that has a significantly lower rate 
of coronavirus cases than other tier three areas (at the time of 
writing) should be placed under the same restrictions as Dundee 
and parts of central Scotland.

I am greatly concerned about the effect that these restrictions 
will have on the local economy here in Kinross-shire and 
livelihoods that depend on the success of our local enterprises. 
Businesses have made significant efforts to ensure that they are 
Covid-secure with social distancing and sanitisation. It therefore 
seems completely unreasonable to me that restaurants that 
have taken these necessary precautions should be forced to 
shut at 6pm and be prevented from serving alcohol even when 
people are sitting down for a meal.

I would encourage you all to support our local businesses 
whenever you can through these difficult times and  continue to  
follow the Scottish Government’s guidelines so that we can get 
Perth & Kinross into a lower tier as soon as possible.
Season’s Greetings
While this may be a different Christmas for us all, I hope you and 
your family have a very a good one. May I also wish you a happy 
and prosperous new year. Let us hope that 2021 allows us to get 
back to some semblance of normality. 

Councillor Callum Purves

Councillor Mike Barnacle
Pedestrian crossing Lights on a977 
(see email exchange below)*
Apart from the western edge of 
Blairingone, where the lights are set on 
red as a traffic calming measure, the 
lights in Crook & Drum should now have 
reverted to a push-button operation after 
PKC officers, without consultation with 
elected members under emergency powers, had authorised 
automatic red-light operations at such. 
Gairneybank Speeding
After representations I have written to the Roads Department 
on this, which I have also witnessed, asking for a timescale for a 
VAS that is much needed at this locus.
Kinross-Shire community transport Group (KctG) 
Readers will note the replacement bus services for the shire 
featured in November’s issue and my plea to ‘Use It Or Lose 
It’ in October’s edition. I have set up a virtual meeting of the 
Group on 19/11/20 to discuss same and the continuing need for 
a community transport initiative that supports and augments 
current services. 
Kinross-Shire Issues of Importance
Readers will note the outcome of my virtual meeting with the 
CEO of PKC summarised in the Oct/Nov editions. I had no 
response to my last email on 16/10/20 and have since learnt 
that she will be leaving PKC in the near future after a very 
short term in office. In view of this, I have tabled these issues 
for discussion at the Kinross-shire Ward Forum of CC’s set for 
2/12/20.
Planning matters 
Lathro Farm appeal (see joint letter on p.11 from local 
members to DPEA Reporter). Housing proposal on land next to 
Scout Camp in Crook-Reporter has dismissed the appeal against 
refusal and I have written to the agent suggesting dialogue with 
the community. RSPB’s application for improved facilities at 
Lochleven Heritage Trail has been approved and hopefully PKC 
will be successful with their application for part-funding from the 
Rural Tourism Infrastructure Fund (expected outcome 4/12/20). 
*email to brian cargill from mike barnacle, sent 14/11/20
Dear Brian,

At the last meeting of Fossoway Community Council I was 
forced to apologise for the complete lack of consultation/
communication from PKC officers re A977, despite my best 
efforts. Despite numerous requests I cannot get any response to 
need for updates. Can you explain why officers seem to think they 
can ignore local members?    Cllr Mike Barnacle.

extracts from an email received from blair Watt, Project 
officer on 16/11/20

Thank you for your enquiries regarding A977 mitigation 
measures. Please see updates below.

A977 School Road Traffic Signal Installation – The project 
was abandoned due to a dispute with BT. We managed to 
resolve this and had the project programmed for April 2020 
but due to the pandemic, it had to be postponed. The Traffic 
and Network team are working tirelessly to deliver the agreed 
Spaces for People measures... These measures are to enable 
safe physical distancing and to encourage active travel. The 
team have had many members redeployed, making it difficult to 
progress projects other than Spaces for People measures.

In order to deliver this project as soon as practically possible, 
we have brought in a design consultancy to complete the design 
of the signalised junction. Works are at an advanced stage 
and we hope to complete it within the coming weeks... Once 
complete, we will work with Tayside Contracts to complete the 
works as soon as possible….I cannot give an accurate timescale 
of when the works will be complete but we are hopeful it will be 
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before the end of the financial year.
A977/B9097 Junction re-alignment – The A977/B9097 junction 
realignment was programmed for April 2020 but postponed due to 
Covid-19. The design is still to be finalised and will be carried out 
as and when resources permit. Once complete, works will be carried 
out as quickly as possible. I cannot give an accurate timescale of 
when the works will be complete.
Village Gateway Signs – We are currently working on installing 
the village gateway signs that were agreed prior to lockdown. 
We expect to have this complete early in the new calendar year.
Fossoway School Exclusion Zone – The School exclusion Zone 
project has been postponed until the School Road traffic signals 
have been installed and travel patterns have been monitored. 
20Mph Speed Limits – Drawings have been produced for temporary 
20mph speed limits in Drum village and at Waulkmill in Crook of 
Devon… both of these proposals will be circulated to the Elected 
Members and Community Council later this week for consideration.

The above updates are subject to change given the nature of 
the on-going Covid-19 pandemic.

Kind Regards, Blair Watt, Project Officer

Finally, may I take this opportunity to offer constituents 
Christmas greetings and best wishes for the coming year. 

Councillor Michael Barnacle 
Independent Member for Kinross-shire

Councillor 
Willie Robertson
Persimmon appeal: I like many others 
have written to the Scottish government 
reporter dealing with Persimmon Homes’ 
appeal against the Council’s refusal to 
grant planning consent for phase 2 of their 
Lathro Farm development. My fellow ward 
councillors agreed unanimously to countersign my letter (see 
p11).

milnathort Paths Group: Milnathort now has a Paths Group 
that has been established through Milnathort Community 
Council. One of their first successes has been the clearing of 
the footpaths through the Burleigh community woodland 
with the assistance of the Council’s Community Greenspace 
officers. All the vegetation has been cut back on either side of 
these much-used paths through to the Arlary–Milnathort cycle/
walkway. Over the years it has always been a struggle to get 
these paths cut back and I have had to rely on people carrying 
out community service orders to get this done. I am delighted 
that Milnathort now has a Paths Group and congratulate them 
for their efforts so far.

Street Lights: We are now into long dark nights and it is 
important that we keep all our street lights working. If you spot 
one that isn’t working please let me know.

Provost’s Lamp: The lamp that traditionally hung outside the 
home of the Provost of Kinross has been refurbished thanks to 
the efforts of Kinross Community Council. It has also been fitted 
with a modern lighting assembly by Perth & Kinross Council’s 
lighting department. It is hoped that the restored lamp will be 
erected next month beside the newly refurbished fountain in 
the centre of Kinross.

Festive Greetings: May I take this opportunity to wish you all a 
Happy Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year. 2020 
has been a very difficult one for all of us. You don’t realise how 
important human touch and social contact is until it is no longer 
possible because of the risks of passing on Covid-19. Hopefully 
2021, with the strong possibility of a vaccine, will help us all 
return to normality.

Councillor Willie Robertson

Councillor  
Richard Watters
WHILe It WaS Sad that we were 
unable to show our respect in the normal 
way on Remembrance Sunday, I was 
honoured to lay a memorial wreath at 
Glenfarg War Memorial on behalf of 
the Council to show our respect and our 
gratitude to those who made the ultimate sacrifice by laying 
down their lives for us. 

Thanks to all the members of the community who have 
expressed a desire to get involved in setting up a Community 
Flood Resilience group for the South Queich area. Thanks also 
to Kinross Community Council for their positive response and 
desire to get involved in setting up the group. 

At the time of writing we have seen Kinross-shire move to 
Level 3 restrictions due to an acceleration in the number of 
Covid-19 cases in the Perth and Kinross area. This has led to 
greater restrictions on what we can do and where we can travel 
to. Please check www.gov.scot/coronavirus-covid-19 for more 
information on the restrictions for each level. With this prompt 
and decisive action and with a good compliance rate, the hope 
is to prevent a full lockdown of the kind we have seen in many 
countries throughout Europe. And it will hopefully give us some 
scope to open up the restrictions to some extent and allow us to 
celebrate Christmas with our loved ones.

Councillor Richard Watters

Liz Smith,  
MSP
KINroSS-SHIre reSIdeNtS will 
have been heartened by the recent 
announcement that a vaccine to combat 
Covid-19 may soon be rolled out.

People across the UK have endured 
very strict restrictions for months, 
including a national UK lockdown, and it seemed that we were 
all facing an uncertain future, with the distinct likelihood of 
more lockdowns and our economy shrinking even more.

However, hopes will have been bolstered by the 
announcement from pharmaceutical firms Pfizer and BioNTech 
who disclosed that analysis of their data suggested that their 
vaccine is 90% effective at preventing Covid-19, which is a 
massive breakthrough.

The company is on track to file an emergency use application 
for the vaccine with regulators in America. The study conducted 
by Pfizer has seen around 44,000 people volunteering to take 
part in trials in America and five other countries.

Pfizer described the news of the findings of its phase 3 trials 
as a ‘great day for science and humanity’ and they were correct. 
It may well be that we require follow-up boost injections on top 
of the initial vaccine, but it is the first real bit of positive news we 
have had in this arduous battle against Covid.

The UK has ordered enough of the vaccine to provide doses 
for 20 million people, with a suggestion that five million people 
may get the jag by the end of this year. 

It has become evidently clear that the world needs a 
successful vaccine, otherwise we could be faced with endless 
lockdowns and a real uncertainty about what the future holds 
for mankind. It won’t eradicate Covid and it will have to pass the 
regulations’ requirements, but at least it should help get us back 
to some semblance of normality. 

Another positive announcement was the Chancellor’s 
decision to extend the Furlough scheme until the end of March 
next year. The Job Retention Scheme, known as Furlough, acted 
as a potential lifeline to millions of households across the UK 
during the pandemic.
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Roseanna Cunningham, 
MSP
LaSt cHrIStmaS. No, not the George 
Michael song that tends to become a bit 
of an earworm at this time of year but 
the realisation that this will be my last 
Christmas message to the readers of the 
Kinross Newsletter as your Member of the Scottish Parliament.

And, sadly, there is no doubt that this will be a Christmas like 
no other. The way that this global pandemic has impacted all 
of our lives it is almost impossible to say precisely what it will 
mean for us all by 25 December. Family parties, office lunches, 
even the way in which we do our Christmas shopping will be 
significantly changed from what we are used to.

On the subject of Christmas shopping, I would urge people, 
where possible, to remember the importance that small shops 
have in our communities. Every year, I make the case for keeping 
our Christmas spending circulating in the local economy and, in 
many ways, that is more important this year than ever before.

At the heart of Christmas is a celebration of the coming 
of Christ into the world, the bringer of light into the darkness. 
Many other religions at this time of year, unsurprisingly, also 
have festivals centred around that same concept – the Jewish 
Hanukkah and Diwali (which is observed by Hindus, Sikhs, Jains 
and Buddhists), for example, are both described as festivals of 
light and take place around this time of year.

Many of our modern-day Christmas traditions are founded on 
the Yuletide festivities of pre-Christian times and I do not think 
that it is any coincidence that these festivities all take place as we 
anticipate or celebrate the turning of the year, the return of the 
sun, the lengthening of days and the feeling of rebirth as plants 
and flowers start to sprout and bloom once more.

So, coincidence or not, it seems rather appropriate that we 
are now starting to see a glimmer of hope in the fight against 
this virus with positive news starting to blossom about the 
development of an effective vaccine.

This time of year can bring challenges aside from the 
coronavirus with the potential of bad weather, flooding, burst 
pipes, etc., so I want to bring to your attention an important 
website (www.ready.scot) which carries a lot of information that 
is important for winter and emergency readiness.

Ready Scotland’s aim is to make Scotland more resilient to 
emergencies. We all know that disruptions can happen at any time 
and they have tips on the small steps we can all take to prepare our 
homes, our families, and our businesses for the unexpected.

John Nicolson, MP
IN tHe PaSt FeW WeeKS, the 
righting of a decades-old injustice was 
announced. The Scottish Government 
has said it will pardon miners convicted 
of ‘crimes’ dating from the Miners’ 
Strike in the mid-80s. With Scotland’s 
long and proud history of mining, there 
were tears in many communities across the country.

The miners in 1984 and 1985 faced a brutal and relentless 
foe in the Conservative Government led by Margaret Thatcher. 
Workers who’d been lauded for their role in keeping the country 
powered during the dark days of World War II were traduced 
by Mrs Thatcher as ‘the enemy within’ just a few decades later.

No one pretended that mining was an easy job. It was dirty 
and often dangerous. But it fed families and kept communities 
alive. And it had a long history in our constituency. Mining in 
Sauchie dated back 400 years. Until the twentieth century, 
women and children worked alongside their menfolk. In Dollar, 
women—known as ‘bearers’ – carried mined coal 100 feet to 
the surface in baskets strapped by belts to their foreheads. One 
woman – Janet Paterson of the Devon Iron Works – is recorded as 
carrying 254 kilos for more than 50 metres.

Deaths were not uncommon. In 1897, five men lost their lives 
in the Devon Colliery in a major flood. Tragedies took place at 
the Sheardale Pit and elsewhere. A memorial to the legacy of 
the mining industry and all the sacrifices made now stands in 
Sauchie.

Miners in the 1980s had every reason to believe that a 
grateful nation would continue to honour their sacrifices and 
the pivotal role they’d played in the nation’s industrial history. 
But Mrs Thatcher had little time for sentiment. And she saw 
people as units of production, either profitable or dispensable. 
Despite public promises of a reformed industry, her plan was its 
elimination. And if that meant the death of communities, so be 
it. They could get on their bikes.

The miners knew they faced an existential crisis. They also 
faced a police force being used by the UK Government for 
political purposes, something many officers found intolerable 
living, as they were part of the local communities they served.

Those of us old enough remember ranks of police officers 
massed against striking miners who’d gone for weeks and 
months without pay. Folk went hungry. Families split. Friendships 
were destroyed. And cases went to court leading to convictions 
and prison sentences for men who’d hitherto led blameless lives.

Great wrongs were committed against the mining 
communities. Mining is now gone in Scotland. And few argue 
that, for the health of its workers or the future of the planet, 
it should return. But the industry’s destruction was inexcusably 
brutal for those whose lifeblood it was, and the scars remain. 
So, it’s right that pardons covering both the living and the dead 
should belatedly be granted. And we should never forget the 
heroic role miners played in our national story. In the words of 
the Sauchie Memorial ‘Their darkness, our light.’

John Nicolson, MP

The scheme is back to its original form, announced in March 
2020, and will cover 80% of wages capped at £2,500 per month 
before tax. The Job Retention Scheme, known as furlough, acted 
as a potential lifeline to millions of households across the UK 
during the pandemic.

It was welcome news to hear that the Chancellor decided to 
extend the scheme in November in order to protect jobs and 
livelihoods. Businesses that are legally required to shut, such 
as those in the hospitality and non-essential retail sectors, will 
be able to receive grants from the UK Government to pay the 
wages of staff who can’t work. 

The financial help of the Furlough scheme can’t be 
understated – nearly 10 million UK workers have been enrolled 
onto the scheme, with claims totalling more than £40 billion. In 
Perth and Kinross alone, it protected 22,000 jobs, with a 33% 
take-up rate.

It goes without saying that 2020 has been an extraordinarily 
difficult year but perhaps there is some better news on the 
horizon. In the meantime, it is important that we all continue to 
stick by the rules – that is the surest way of defeating Covid-19.

Liz Smith, MSP

When emergencies do occur, they have important advice 
available on how you can best respond, keep yourself safe and 
help others in your community.

So, with that bit of advice and a final reminder to please 
continue following whatever guidance is issued over the coming 
weeks, I wish you and all of my constituents the very best for 
the festive season, however we may have to adapt our usual 
festivities.

Have a safe and happy Christmas.
Roseanna Cunningham, MSP
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Rural Crime 
PERTH & KINROSS has traditionally been a target for 
organised criminals who are focusing their attention on 
farm and plant equipment ranging from quad bikes to 
trailers. Indeed, recently an expensive tractor and quad bike 
was stolen from a farm near Blairingone.
There are a number of simple measures that can be put in 
place to disrupt and prevent criminal activity around your 
property.
Reduce access by removing all gates and entrances that 
are no longer in use and replacing them with a permanent 
fence or other barrier; secure all gates with good padlocks 
and repair fencing promptly to prevent/restrict any future 
unauthorised access.
• If possible park vehicles as close to your premises as 

possible, preferably out of sight from nearby roads
• Remove keys when not in use 
• Fit wheel clamps and/or locking posts or consider an 

alarm
• Park larger vehicles in front of access doors to prevent 

easy access
Mark or customise your property so that it’s easily 
identifiable. This can deter thieves and assist recovery if 
they are stolen. CESAR is the nationally recognised marking 
scheme and vehicles in the scheme are 4 times less likely to 
be stolen and 6 times more likely to be identified. This can 
have a beneficial impact on your insurance premiums.
While this may seem excessive to some a lot of the actions 
mentioned above are simple and do not cost the earth. Time 
and again I read crime reports whereby quad bikes, trailers 
and other machinery are left insecure, easily accessible and 
occasionally even with the keys still within.
For more information and advice visit www.
ruralwatchscotland.co.uk or Police Scotland’s own website 
and search for rural crime.

Recent Incidents
A window was smashed in a house in Bowton Road, Kinross 
early on Sat 31 Oct, and a person seen within commercial 
premises on South Street at around 2am on the same 
morning (CR/029720/20)
Overnight on Sun 1 Nov, a white Giant road bike and power 
tools were stolen from a shed in Main Street, Crook of 
Devon. (CR/29821/20)
Between 10am-1pm, Wed 4 Nov, three laptop computers 
and two cameras were stolen from a property in Whitecraigs, 
Kinnesswood. (CR/30150/20)
Between 4pm Sun 8 Nov and 7.30am Mon 9 Nov, a tractor 
and quad bike were stolen from a farm near to Blairingone. 
(CR/30418/20)
Between Sun 8 – Tues 10 Nov, a green hybrid track bike and 
a water pump were stolen from a garden in St Marys Place, 
Kinross. (CR/30799/20)
About 6am, Sun 15 Nov, a window was smashed at a 
property in Whyte Place, Milnathort. (CR/31005/20)
Anyone with any information that may be useful should 

contact Tayside Division on 101 or any police officer, 
quoting the crime reference number listed at each incident. 
Alternatively, information can be passed anonymously via 
the charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Rogue Traders - Who Should I Call...
…if I feel threatened, unsafe, or suspicious of a caller?

• Contact the police immediately on 999

…if I see something suspicious in my area, or want more 
advice about bogus callers?

• Contact the police on 101.
• Try and take a note of vehicle details or registration 

numbers, and descriptions of anyone suspicious.

…if I want to contact the police anonymously?
• Contact the independent charity Crimestoppers on 

0800 555 111. You can also visit their website at www.
crimestoppers-uk.org

…to find out more about home safety services?
• When circumstances allow, contact your local council for 

more information. Depending on your circumstances, 
you may qualify for a free security alarm.

Police Scotland – local community 
Telephone 101 for non-emergencies
Community officers for Kinross-shire:
PC Ben Clark and PC Matthew Ross.
Email: taysidekinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Community Sergeant (Kinross-shire): Sgt Michelle Burns.
Community Inspector for Perth South (Strathearn, Strathallan, 
Almond & Earn, Kinross-shire): PI Katrina Thompson.
PC Spalding is also on Police Scotland twitter and can be 
followed on twitter.com/policescotland or @Kinross

Ways of Following the Police:
Twitter:  @KinrossPc or twitter.com/policescotland
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PoliceScotland
Website: www.scotland.police.uk

Community Watch
Receive email alerts about criminal incidents in your area, 
crime prevention advice, flood alerts and much more by 
signing up to Perth and Kinross Community Watch. 
The range of information received can be tailored 
individually; each person signing up can choose 
which partner agencies they would like to receive 
messages from. Visit this website for more details:  
www.pkcommunitywatch.co.uk

Crime Stoppers  
– Telephone 0800 555 111
This is a free phone number (unless you are using a mobile 
phone), which any member of the public can contact at 
any time if you have information relating to a 
criminal activity of any sort. 
It is, if you wish, confidential and you cannot be 
contacted if you choose to remain anonymous.

Police Box
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WITH THE COLDER WEATHER and darker evenings drawing 
in, many of us will be missing the warm and welcoming talks 
hosted by local historical societies over the winter months. 
Here at Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust we look forward to 
this time of year when we get out and about visiting com-
munities up and down the region to deliver talks on a range 
of archaeological topics as part of these programmes. Sadly, 
the pandemic has emptied our talk diary, so instead, we’ve 
recorded a presentation which you can watch online and re-
leased a new booklet to read at home. 

One To Watch
Boil the kettle, pull your favourite armchair up to the com-
puter and join us for a journey through 10,000 years of 
Perth and Kinross’s human story from Mesolithic to Modern. 
There’s a lot of archaeology to pack in so our whistle-stop 
tour focuses on the key themes and narratives from each pe-
riod as highlighted through our current project to develop a 
Perth and Kinross (regional) Archaeological Research Frame-
work (PKARF). The presentation has been produced near the 
end of the second year of this exciting project so begins with 
a background summary and progress update on the work un-
dertaken so far. After returning from your journey through 
time the presentation concludes with a short discussion on 
the five overarching themes that are emerging from the 
Framework. These represent common priorities across all 
periods which we hope future archaeological research can 
assist in addressing to give us a better understanding of hu-
man activity across the region through time.

You don’t need to buy a ticket or put a date in the diary, 
you can watch for free at any time either by visiting www.
pkht.org.uk/pkarf or via the Trust’s YouTube Channel www.
youtube.com/PKHeritageTrust. 

A Great Wee Read
Published in an eye catching, extensively illustrated and ac-
cessible format, Hillforts of the Tay is the Trust’s latest re-
lease and we’re very excited about it. The booklet presents 
the findings from the major community archaeology project 
investigating the little understood hillforts on Moncreiffe 
Hill, and at Castle Law between 2014-2018 as part of the Tay 
Landscape Partnership Scheme. It tells the story of the ar-

chaeological work undertaken and the starring role members 
of the local community played in making the project happen.

The booklet is packed with interesting details, examin-
ing the structures uncovered and the artefacts found during 
excavation, including the beautiful Moredun Bronze Pin – a 
miniature masterpiece of early Celtic art. It also discusses as-
pects of the construction, use and abandonment of each of 
the hillforts over 2000 years ago, before bringing the differ-
ent strands of evidence together alongside information on 
the Iron Age environment and landscape to paint a picture 
of the sites in their wider, natural context. The immersive 
Virtual Reality modelling by Smart History, University of St 
Andrews and the beautiful interpretative reconstructive il-
lustrations produced by Chris Mitchell provide a captivating 
visual culmination to the work.

Copies are on sale for £5 from the Trust’s publications 
page: www.pkht.org.uk/publications. As we are mostly work-
ing from home, please allow plenty of time for us to process 
and ship your order if you’d like it to arrive in time for Christ-
mas. If you are interested in hearing about all the other pro-
jects we’ve been working on this year, our annual report is 
packed with all the latest and is available to view and down-
load from our website.

Wishing you the very best of health this winter from all 
the team at PKHT.

Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust

Rediscover Your Local Heritage
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HELD IN GREAT AFFECTION by the peo-
ple of Kinross over a century ago, James 
Mungle (1861–1913) is the only med-
ical practitioner in the burgh to have 
had a fountain erected in his memory. 
Prompted by a request from Kinross in 
Bloom for information on the memorial 
at the end of Swansacre, his story is told 
here by Kinross (Marshall) Museum vol-
unteers David Munro and Janet Mullan.

Born on 31 May 1861, in the year 
that Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as 
the 16th President of the United States 
of America, James Mungle was one of 
the eight children of John Mungle and 
his wife Helen who lived in West Calder 
in the County of Edinburgh. At that time 
this small settlement was a centre of 
the oil shale industry, a business that 
John Mungle was eventually to invest in 
after achieving some success as a gener-
al merchant and spirit dealer. 

As a student of medicine living at 
home with his parents, James Mungle 
would, no doubt, have appreciated the 
fact that West Calder was the birth-
place of James Douglas (1675-1742), a 
noted physician and anatomist who was 
appointed Physician Extraordinary to 
Queen Caroline, wife of King George II. 
Qualifying as a doctor in 1884, Mungle 
obtained Licences from both the Royal 
College of Physicians and Royal College 
of Surgeons in Edinburgh before going 
on to become a medical practitioner in 
Kilrenny, Anstruther Easter, where he 
lived in Elm Lodge with his older sister 
Jane, a domestic servant and a groom.

In the early 1890s James Mungle 
moved to Kinross where he is recorded 
as being the medical officer and vacci-
nator in Cleish Parish as well as medical 
officer in Kinross. The only other prac-
tising doctor in Kinross Parish at that 
time being Dr David Oswald. In those 
days, long before the birth of the Na-
tional Health Service, it was customary 
for doctors to hold surgeries in their 
own homes. Initially, Mungle lived in 
rented accommodation, first in a house 
in the High Street named ‘Scotville’, 
now known as ‘The Hollies’, rented 
from Andrew Steedman. He then oc-
cupied another property in the High 
Street owned by a Mary Henderson in 
Gateside and in 1908 he finally bought 
Tallapark, an eight-roomed house at 45 
High Street.

In Mary Cuthbert’s Kinross-shire a 

A Man With A Heart

Century of Stories there are a number 
of anecdotes about James Mungle who 
practised at a time when linseed poul-
tices and castor oil were common ‘cure 
alls’. ‘C.O.’ was Mungle’s shorthand for 
castor oil and ‘sometimes you got it in 
jam, sometimes you got it in an orange.’ 
James Mungle was always to be seen 
making house calls on his patients rid-
ing a bicycle. As a keen sportsman he 
was Vice-president of both the Kinross 
Cycling Club and Kinross Skating Club.

Following his death in Edinburgh 

in 1913, at the early age of 52, James 
Mungle’s service to the community as 
a much-loved general practitioner was 
recorded in an appreciation in the Kin-
ross-shire Advertiser which noted: ‘No 
matter how poor or at what distance 
the patient might be, either during the 
day or night, if the illness was severe the 
doctor was there mending, soothing 
and comforting.’

In 1914, a year after his death, a 
monument was erected in memo-
ry of James Mungle at the junction 

The James Mungle memorial fountain.
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of Swansacre and Station Road. The 
bronze bust mounted on red granite 
in the form of a memorial fountain 
was the work of the Edinburgh Sculp-
tor John Stevenson Rhind (1859-1937) 
who, from 1901 lived in Belford Road, 
Edinburgh where he worked from the 
Dean Studios. His most noted sculptural 
works in Edinburgh include the statue 
of Queen Victoria at the foot of Leith 
Walk and the obelisk to Lord Provost Sir 
James Steel. A nephew of the more fa-
mous sculptor John Rhind, ARSA (1828-
1892), John Stevenson Rhind attended 
the Royal Scottish Academy Life School 
(1881-87) and was a regular exhibiter at 
the RSA from 1877 to 1920. 

While James Mungle was buried in 
the Mungle family plot in the churchyard 
in West Calder, the lasting tribute to his 
memory is still there on Station Road. 

Today the water tap is missing and 
the text is not easy to read. But the 
James Mungle memorial fountain can 
still be seen and on it are inscribed 
the words in the opposite column, a 
reminder of the devoted service giv-
en to the community of Kinross by a 
‘Great-Hearted Man.’

David Munro

erected by SubScrIPtIoN 
IN memory oF JameS muNGLe L.r.c.P. & S.e. 

He PractISed IN tHIS toWN & 
dIStrIct over 21 yearS 

He WaS a SKILFuL PHySIcIaN 
a LoyaL aNd truSted FrIeNd 

a Great Hearted maN 
1914

SCOTLANDWELL FRAMES

Bespoke framing for your sport shirts, 

photos, paintings, prints & mementos

14 Friar Place, SCOTLANDWELL

Call Stuart Garvie 

01592 840825/07788 142909

The bust of James Mungle (right) 
Signature of the sculptor J S Rhind (below right)

Your Local HANDYMAN

I provide a RELIABLE, Local Service

All types of work undertaken (inside and out) – 
clearance, painting and decorating, shelving, 

curtain rails, plus much more!

Free no obligation quote

Very reasonable rates 
No job too small

Call Phil on 01592 841013 or 07739 231193 
Email: pipreed68@icloud.com

69 Whitecraigs, Kinnesswood, Kinross

Features

Contributors – please send your item
well before the deadline if you can. 
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‘How pleasant the banks of the clear-winding Devon,
With green-spreading bushes, and flow’rs blooming fair!’

 Robert Burns, 1787
FOR US, AS FOR many, lockdown led to the discovery of lo-
cal footpaths that we’d never walked before, using tips from 
neighbours and Perth and Kinross Council’s online map of 
Core Paths. Once restrictions eased and we could move fur-
ther from home, our lives became dominated by an explora-
tion of the River Devon, much of which, we discovered, may 
be walked either along the river bank or close by. 

We started with the sections in Kinross-shire, from north 
of the Crook through Rumbling Brig to Vicar’s Brig and then, 
with the help of Clackmannanshire’s online map of its Core 
Path network, past Dollar to Tillicoultry and beyond to Cam-
bus, where the Devon becomes an estuary joining that of the 
Forth. 

Along much of this route there is also another, parallel, 
public footpath, roughly following the ancient King’s Highway 
which ran along the foot of the Ochil Hills, slightly higher up 
than the modern A91 Hillfoots road. By combining the two 
we were able to complete most of the route as circular walks, 
always a more interesting excursion. And with the new X53 
bus along the Hillfoots to Kinross starting up in this period in 
place of the late lamented 23, we were able latterly to use 
public transport.

What came as a particular delight, half-way through our 
exploration, was coming across a beautifully written new 
book about the Devon, If Rivers Could Sing by the nature writ-
er Keith Broomfield. The book was so hot off the press that 
the last chapters detailed visits to the river near his home 
under lockdown and then, like us, further afield as restric-
tions eased. Keith, who writes a ‘Nature Watch’ column for 
the Courier, gets up close and personal with the river: visiting 
some sections daily, snorkelling upstream of the Crook and in 
the estuary, canoeing sections and being dangerously swept 
away when fishing. Described as a ‘personal Scottish wildlife 
journey’ over a year, his memories include ‘otters playing by 

ADVANCED DENTURE COMPANY Ltd.

For DENTURES & DENTURE REPAIRS

A wide range is available; from basic quality, to high 
quality COSMETIC DENTURES.

All produced in close consultation with the  
skilled technical craftsman.

NO REGISTRATION

NO LONG WAITING LISTS

A.D.C. MOUTHGUARDS

Sports mouth guards

Night protectors for tooth grinders, 
can also be used to cure certain types of 

tension headaches.

Ian Mackay 01577 864751

a far bank: a streaking flash of elec-
tric blue as a kingfisher whirrs upriv-
er; and the challenge of seeking out 
elusive beavers in the quieter back-
waters’.

If Rivers Could Sing (£9.99) 
is published by the Perth-based 
publisher Tippermuir Books and 
can be bought directly from 
them (www.tippermuirbooks.
co.uk) or, for example, at Wa-
terstones bookshop in Perth.

 Gordon McFarlane

If Rivers Could SingIf Rivers Could Sing
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Get a glimpse of what it's like to live in Condé
Villas! Plus get promo terms and discounts
when you reserve a unit!

enquiries@fossoplay.org

www.fossoplay.org

Tel: 07513 747 940

ENROLMENT FOR AGES 3-5 YEARS
NOW OPEN

Funded Places available from August 2020
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Health & Wellbeing

News from the  
Health centre

Grass Cutting, Rotovating, 
Hedge Trimming, Tree Pruning, 

Turfing, Slab Laying  
& Fencingwork undertaken

I. Robertson, 
Station Road, Crook of Devon

Telephone : Fossoway 01577 840526

Update from Orwell Medical Practice
Orwell Medical Practice is delighted to announce that a new GP 
has joined the team. Dr Alasdair Macleod previously worked at 
Dunblane Medical Practice and started  with us in November.

Christmas and New Year Opening Hours
Over the Christmas and New Year period Loch Leven Heath 
Centre will be closed on the following dates:

Friday 25 December 2020 
Monday 28 December 2020 
Friday 1 January 2021  
Monday 4 January 2021 

On all other weekdays over the Christmas and New Year 
period, we will be open as usual from 8am until 6pm.  Out of 
hours cover for evenings and weekends is provided by NHS24 
and the Fife Primary Care Emergency Service.  They will also 
be providing emergency cover on the Fridays and Mondays 
when we are closed.  They can be contacted on 111.  All calls 
will be recorded and we would please ask patients to contact 
them only when a medical emergency occurs which cannot 
wait until we re-open.  

New GP for Orwell

We would ask all patients to make sure that they have 
sufficient medication to last over the Christmas and New 
Year period.  If your medication will run out over Christmas 
and New Year, please ensure that you submit a request for 
your medication no later than Friday 18 December 2020 as 
we receive a significant increase in prescription requests 
at this time of year and require additional time to process 
these.  Repeat prescriptions may be ordered online.  If you 
have not yet signed up for this service, you can do so on our 
website: www.lochlevenhealthcentre.co.uk

If you have sufficient medication to last until we re-open 
in January 2021 please do not request for more.  We check 
all requests prior to approval and if it appears that sufficient 
medication has already been prescribed, it is likely that 
requests will be declined. Thank you. 

The Health Centre Team

 

FLIGHT GIFT VOUCHER 
£90 

 

 

Buy now at… www.aerospacekinross.com 
 

Buyer Information overleaf 
Terms and conditions apply 
 
 

Aero Space Kinross: wholly owned subsidiary of Aero Space Scientific Educational Trust (Scottish Charity No SCO45931) 
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IS WORKING FROM HOME causing your neck or back pain?
Since reopening Eilidh Dewar Physiotherapy I have had 

many patients coming to the clinic with ‘lockdown induced’ 
neck and back pain. Although there are several causes of this 
type of pain, I am seeing an increase in cases due to people 
now working from home. 

Often these aches and pains creep up on you slowly, 
over several weeks or even months. After discussion with 
the patient, I usually find the pain is due to bad posture 
from spending hours working at home using inappropriate 
furniture i.e. sitting at kitchen tables, on bar stools or even 
working from the couch. 

If working at home, these are the 5 key points to help avoid 
stresses and strains:
1  Use a seat where your hips are just a little higher 

than your knees so that your thighs slope slightly 
downwards. Use a foot rest if you feel pressure under 
your thighs. (Having your knees higher than your hips 
increases the pressure on your lumbar spine).

2  Avoid crossing your legs (crossing your legs can lead to 
low back and hip pain)

3 Use of a lumbar support. If your chair does not have 
lumbar support, use a cushion or a rolled up towel 
in the small of your back. This helps to prevent you 
slouching.

4 Try to have your desk at elbow height
5  Have the top of your screen in line with or just below 

your eyes when you are sitting up straight.
It is important to remember that our bodies are designed 

for movement, not for sitting in one position for long periods 
of time. Try to take a break at least every half hour. Move 
around a little and do some stretches which will loosen up 
any tight muscles and help prevent the onset of more chronic 
aches and pains. 

If you would like an appointment you can contact me at 
edewarphysio@gmail.com or call me on 07701 018160.

Eilidh Dewar

Is Work A Pain For You?
Health & Wellbeing

The above photo shows an example of typical poor posture. 
When slouching at a desk you get an increased curvature 
in the neck (cervical spine), the upper back (thoracic spine) 
and the lower back (lumbar spine). Your shoulders become 
rounded and the ‘chin poke’ position is adopted. 
By sitting in this position for long periods of time, you are 
placing more stress on the intervertebral discs (especially at 
the bottom of the neck and the bottom of the back). Stress 
on these areas can lead to various conditions that cause 
discomfort, including headaches, muscle pain and stiffness.

The ideal sitting posture

Incorrect Posture
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THIS AMAZING SEASONAL POEM is from Jeanie Reeve, of Milna-
thort. If you’re an aspiring poet, why not share it with our readers?  
Email us at editor@kinrossnewsletter.org Poet’s Corner

Santa popped into my house 
last night, 
The look on his face, it gave 
me a fright. 
He stood on the threshold and 
hung down his head. 
‘Oh dear,’ I asked, ‘Is somebody dead?’ 
He lifted his brows, as if asking why. 
I couldn’t believe it, he was starting to cry. 
‘Come in, come in.’ I held the door wide. 
He quickly stepped through, as if trying to hide.

‘They’re on strike!’ he yelled, ‘They refuse to fly!’ 
‘Why’s that?’ I asked, but I could guess why! 
‘Those reindeer of mine, they’re a stubborn lot,  
And for flying the Forth, they care not a jot.’ 
‘But everyone knows that reindeer can fly!’ 
‘Humph!’ Said he, with a long, drawn-out sigh.

Well, he pushed right on past me and sat on the stairs.  
Gazed out the window, his face full of cares. 
He took a deep breath, then rubbed at his chin, 
‘Okay,’ he mumbled, ‘I’ll tell you again. 
Those reindeer of mine are a stubborn lot, 
And for flying the Forth, they care not a jot. 
In times gone by, we would hitch a lift,  
Or, over the bridge, we would often shift.

Snow’s shut the bridge, increasing our load, 
Adding 50 more miles to our Christmas road. 
And in times gone by, without any fuss  
We would hitch the sleigh to a 56 bus. 
And overland, on that sleigh, we had trolled. 
But by Queensferry port, were feeling old.

I called the committee and Mrs Claus too. 
We tried to find out just what we could do 
Dasher and Dancer? They stood in a huff, 
Comet and Cupid agreed it was tough, 
Dander and Vixen did what they do best– 
They simply went out and lay down for a rest. 
Of Prancer and Dancer, there was no sight. 
With all this palaver, they’d just taken fright. 
Now, Rudolf was youngest, he kept up a front  
But pulling alone, proved too much of a stunt.

The Forth Bridge Disaster, Christmas

So, there’s the helpers and me, and so many elves. 
Surrounded by toys, all packed on the shelves. 
There’s gizmos and gadgets, and things that go ping, 
Did you know I can work almost everything! 
Now prices are rising, and demands reach my ears. 
So, why are they altered every few years? 
We are ready and willing, Though nearly bust 
But no one can find any fairy dust.’

Well, I charged up the stairs and slid under the bed. 
And clambered back out with a very sore head. 
I clutched the old tin, with secrets within 
And belted downstairs with an enormous grin. 
Oh, poor Santa. He was now looking bored. 
But he had yet to see my magnificent hoard!

I opened the lid, and he held out his hand, 
And I carefully put in it, a few drops of sand. 
It started to twinkle and glisten and glow 
then Santa’s face blossomed, to see such a show. 

‘I swept up behind you when I was six. 
I knew it was magic and crammed full of tricks. 
But wait a minute and don’t get cross. 
Quickly I’ll go to nearby Kinross, 
To find all my friends. We’ll save the day. 
So, out I rushed and ran all the way.

My friends, they all grinned and fled down the street. 
It’s amazing how some were incredibly fleet. 
They shot to their bedrooms and under their beds 
and gathered the secrets their childhoods had fed. 
They came up with strange boxes, all covered in dust. 
And Santa was honoured to receive their great trust, 
Because Santa had followed, on Rudolph’s back 
Lugging along his enormous sack.

So with smiles all around and cheers abundant. 
We all turned to Santa, no longer redundant. 
‘Santa, we give you our secrets galore. 
Now fly, and deliver all over our shores!’

Jeanie Reeve
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Book now at
www.courthousekinross.com

01577 351020

Over Dalkeith Stables, Rumbling Bridge, Kinross, KY13 0PT 
 

The Green Village 
Refillery 

 

Plastic free grocery and ethical goods store 
 

Shop on-line locally to buy eco-friendly versions of 
everyday products.  Delivery or click and collect.  No 
queues! 
 

All our products are plastic free, zero waste, ethically 
produced and in compostable and paper bags and 
recycled glass bottles. 
  

Over 90 products in stock – from store cupboard 
essentials to household cleaners …come on in and 
browse online and join the positive change. Shop at 

 

www.thegreenvillage-refillery.co.uk 
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Health & Wellbeing

MASSAGE CAN BE A WELCOME relief for body and soul during 
these difficult times. We asked the experienced therapists at 
The Complete Look for their top tips on getting the most out 
of your massage.
• Don’t eat just before a treatment: The digestion process 

moves blood towards the stomach and intestines. 
Massage is designed to draw blood flow to the area 
being worked on, so will move it from the digestive area. 
This could slow down your digestion and perhaps cause 
discomfort. So, you shouldn’t eat anything substantial 
for at least 90 minutes prior to your treatment.

• Be on time: It’s vital that you’re relaxed and calm before 
your treatment. Arriving in plenty of time means you 
will be able to complete any health questionnaires in 
advance of your treatment and that you’ll have time 
to transition from the stress of the rest of your day into 
your relaxation time.

• Be as receptive and open to the massage process as 
possible: The more relaxed you are, the better the 
benefits will be. If you are at all nervous, speak to the 
staff when you make your booking or when you arrive. 
They want their clients to feel at home. If you’ve never 
had a massage treatment before, they’ll talk you 
through it and answer any questions you may have.

• You don’t have to be nearly naked! A common 
misconception. You can take off only the clothing you 
feel comfortable removing, but be aware that this may 

affect the efficacy of your treatment. The staff are all 
discreet and professional and will only have the part of 
your body they are working on uncovered. The rest of 
you will be covered with a heated blanket or towel and 
the room will be lovely and cosy.

• Talk to your therapist: If there is a particular part of your 
body that you are having trouble with or that you don’t 
want worked on, just say so. The therapist will make 
sure to follow any instructions you give. They want you 
to have the most comfortable experience possible, and 
can also give advice on the best kinds of massage for any 
problem areas.

• Relax: Get into a comfortable position, breathe and 
relax. Therapists generally stay silent during massage 
treatments to give you the opportunity to drift away. If 
you fall asleep, that’s fine! They’ll gently wake you after 
your treatment and you’ll be given time alone in the 
treatment room to slowly dress and get ready to leave.

• Rehydrate: After your massage, you’ll be feeling 
relaxed, your blood will be flowing and your muscles 
should be feeling loose and warm. Massage of any type 
is intended to improve your blood circulation and will in 
turn result in the release of toxins which your body will 
need to expel. Staying well hydrated before and after, 
will help your body flush those toxins out. The salon will 
provide you with water and a chance to have a seat after 
your treatment. We recommend you avoid caffeine and 
alcohol, and drink more water than usual for the rest of 
the day to allow those toxins to be released and your 
rejuvenated body to enjoy the post massage feeling for 
as long as possible!

• Refuel: The release of endorphins after your treatment 
will leave you feeling serene but also perhaps a little 
tired and light headed. Try and have a small, healthy 
snack not long after your massage to refuel your body 
and boost your energy.

• Take it easy: You are relaxed, your muscles are 
lengthened and stretched and you feel fantastic. Try and 
have some down time after your massage before you 
go hurtling back into your busy life. You’ve treated your 
body, give it a chance to enjoy the sensation!

The Complete Look offer a huge range of massage treatments 
and packages and can recommend which one would suit you 
best. Contact them on 01577 863364 to chat through the 
best option for you.

Massage Those Cares Away. . .
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Kinross Kindness  

Community information and support  01577 212 036

Medical 

Loch Leven Health Centre 01577 862112

Loch Leven Health Centre Out of Hours 01577 865252

NHS 24 111

Perth Royal Infirmary main switchboard 01382 660111

Perth Royal Infirmary  

(Admissions and Enquiries Desk) 01738 473734

Ninewells Hospital, Dundee 01382 660111

Victoria Hospital, Kirkcaldy 01592 643355

Queen Margaret Hospital, Dunfermline 01383 623623

Rowlands Pharmacy, Kinross 01577 862422

Davidson’s Chemist, Milnathort 01577 862219

Police, non-emergency 101

Police, Fire, Ambulance & Coastguard Emergencies 999

Gas (worried about gas safety) 0800 111 999

Water (loss of supply, foul water emergency) 0845 600 8855

Floods SEPA Floodline recorded messages 0345 988 1188

Perth & Kinross Council (PKC)

Customer Service Centre (Mon- Fri, 8am-6pm) 

 01738 475000

Reporting non-emergency Road and

 Lighting faults (CLARENCE) 0800 232323

PKC Out of Hours emergency numbers

Adult care services 0345 301 11 20

Anti-social behaviour helpline 01738 476173*42*

(*42* telephone and leave a voicemail)

Child protection 01738 476768

Council housing emergency repairs 01738 476000

Dangerous buildings 01738 476476

Environmental Health 01738 476476

Flooding 01738 476476

Homelessness 0800 917 0708

Mental health services 0345 301 11 20

Roads (e.g. reporting blockage) 01738 476476

Traveline Scotland 0871 200 22 33

Loch Leven Community Campus  01577 867200

Kinross High School 01577 867100

EMERGENCY CONTACT NUMBERS

Health & Wellbeing
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Whatever shape it takes, Christmas is still 
Christmas - and we’re going to do 

everything we can to make it magical 
 
 

We have gifts galore in store at  
55 High Street Kinross or  

online (with free delivery) at  
www.avantgardegifts.co.uk 

 
 

The café and takeaway of course remain 
open for delicious food - deliveries are 

available too at 
www.avantgarde.cafe/food-to-order 

Merry Christmas to one and all from 
the team at avant garde 
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Fully licenced and insured riding 
school located just outside 
Kinross in Rumbling Bridge. 
 
BHS qualified tuition for all ages 
and stages. From total beginner 
to BHS exam preparation. 

 

Family run riding school in glorious Perthshire countryside. 
Flexible lessons available, hour and half hour, individual, semi-private and group lessons.  
Secure on-line booking through our app. 
Weekly, fortnightly, or just occasionally…you choose. 
Holiday Activities from Own a Pony Days to Camps, open to all, catering for all abilities. 
Huge newly resurfaced 80m x 30m outdoor school, also available to hire. 
We can teach you on your own horse or on one of our fabulous schoolmasters. 
Pony parties, jumping lessons, flatwork lessons, lead rein lessons, something for everyone! 
 

For details see www.overdalkeithstables.co.uk or on facebook - Over Dalkeith Stables and Pony Club 
Centre 
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Health & Wellbeing

I HAVE BEEN EXTREMELY fortunate these last two weeks.
At the end of October my charity – Ethiopia Medical Pro-

ject (EMP) – ran the second of our online talks with famous 
adventurers. This time we had our ‘local hero’ – round the 
world record-breaking cyclist, Mark Beaumont. Our first 
Zoom event had gone so well that we were surprised that 
sales for our second were a bit sluggish. We realised that 
people had zoom fatigue, but ‘Looking on the bright side’ 
made us work hard in the last few days, fight the apathy and 
get the numbers up. It worked. What a man Mark is! He is 
an extraordinary adventurer. He told us the story of some 
of his adventures, but he was humble enough to agree that 
Lockdown was an ‘adventure’ he could well do without. He 
decided to tackle it head on and with his little daughter. He 
cycled every single little hidden street in Edinburgh in a fun 
and adventurous way. Getting out, getting on, and building 
up his relationship with his child. He gave of his time with 
great vigour and generosity. We were very grateful to him. 

A great example of turning gloom into brightness. 
Talking of brightness, I love my house but have never 

spent quite so much time in it. It’s a great house with great 
space, but it is a bit dark and gloomy on a dull day. We met up 
with Clare Wade of CAT Lighting and gave her the challenge 
of making a difference. What a difference she has made. With 
a few creative ideas and a clever electrician, our dark area 
has been transformed. It is what I would call ‘happy making.’ 
Things don’t need to stay the same. You’ll never know what a 
difference you can make until you try. 

I have heard people say that during Covid-19, we are all in 
the same boat. That is patently not true. We might all be on 
the same sea, but we are definitely in different boats. You don’t 
need to look further than the oft-forgotten refugees trying to 
cross the English Channel! However, life is like the sea, some-
times calm and flat, sometimes rough and dangerous, and 
sometimes exciting and full of fun. Do you agree that the sea 
does not act in any way deliberately? It just is what it is, neutral. 
However, anyone who is on the sea can choose whether or not 
to be prepared for what might happen. Think of the difference 
between Ellen MacArthur, the record-breaking yachtswoman, a 
windsurfer, a swimmer or someone on a cruise ship. All these 
people have very different experiences of the sea. We can also 
choose just to stand on the shore and watch the sea. That also 
is a choice, but we’ll never know the danger, the drama or the 
fun that is taking the plunge, or even paddling. The biggest risk 
in life is to never take a risk. My feeling is that although life is not 
always rosy, my choice is that seeing the bright side is just as re-
alistic as seeing all the doom and gloom. I’ve been negative and 
I’ve been positive, and believe me, positive is better!

I was once taken to visit a school for profoundly handi-
capped children. My sister-in-law teaches there. You would 
imagine that there would be no reasons to be positive here. 
Most of these children will never learn to speak, read, write 
or live independently. Yet the atmosphere was electric with 
hope and activity. The children were laughing and smiling, 
and the teachers were enthusiastic and energetic. It was a 

Always Look On The 
Bright Side of Life

completely humbling experience. Here were people who will 
have to depend on others all of their lives, and here were 
another group of people who were devoted to looking after 
them. It was inspirational. Inspectors described their visit to 
the school as ‘a privilege’ and that is what I thought, too. That 
was the bright side alright.

As we welcome December, let’s light up the world with 
fairy lights and sparkle in the sure knowledge that when win-
ter comes, spring is not far behind. The scientists have not 
been daunted by the seemingly impossible task of getting a 
vaccine, but as I write this that vaccine has arrived and the 
American election is over. Surely two things to cheer about!

Jo Middlemiss

SEWING ALTERATIONS 

by MAUREEN

Fully qualified

01577 865478
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Kinross Community Council
News from the AGM
CCllr W Freeman welcomed everyone to the Annual General 
Meeting of Kinross Community Council. 
Apologies had been received from CCLlr T Stewart.
Chairman’s Report
In his report, CCllr Freeman commented that it had been a 
difficult year for a number of reasons. The CC had lost members 
due to resignations and due to Covid-19 had been unable to 
recruit until six weeks ago, there had also been projects which 
should have been completed but again, due to Covid-19 they 
had not, and he had found this particularly frustrating.
CCllr Freeman went on to thank a number of people, including 
the Newsletter who had continued to support the community, 
even though there had not been a lot of club information 
available for publication. 
He also thanked everyone who had supported KCC in the last 
year and reported that the CC would continue to meet via 
Zoom Conference, until face to face meetings could resume.
Adoption Of Accounts
CCllr D Colliar advised that the balance of the account stood at 
£301.40, meaning only £400 would be received from PKC. New 
bank mandates for the account needed to be signed but it was 
agreed that this would be held over until the appointment of 
office bearers next month.
There was also £4000 in the account which had been received 
in the form of a grant from the Arthur and Margaret Thomson 
Trust for the Provost’s Lamp. CCllr Colliar confirmed that he 
would write to PKC advising them of this.
The accounts were proposed by CCllr W Freeman and 
seconded by CCllr M Wood. It was agreed that CCllr Freeman 
would sign these off on Thursday evening.
Appointment Of Office Bearers
It was agreed to hold the appointment of office bearers 
over until the next meeting as currently the CC were low on 
numbers.
Dates, Times And Venue For Future Meetings
Due to the current meeting arrangements, CCllr D Colliar 
commented that the minutes from meetings in the Newsletter 
were around two months behind and he proposed that 
meetings move to the second Tuesday of the month, once 
meetings could be held face to face, to resolve this. Cllr C Purves 
advised that Portmoak CC met on the second Tuesday of the 
month and therefore the Councillors would be unavailable.
After discussion it was agreed that meetings would continue 
to be held on the fourth Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm by 
Zoom until face-to-face meetings could resume.

News from the October meeting
Present at the meeting held on 27 October were Community 
Councillors (CCllrs) W Freeman (Chair), Cllr D Colliar, M 
McFarlane, L McKay and M Wood, Councillors (Cllr) C Purves, 
W Robertson and R Watters and minute taker Mrs C Aird.
Apologies: Cllr T Stewart.
Police Report
CCllr Freeman updated members on the police report which 
had been received. Recent events included a number of 
house/shed break-ins, three vehicles stopped for speeding 

Community Council News
The Community Council News is based on draft minutes of local CC meetings. Full draft minutes are posted on local websites and notice 
boards. Please note, the Community Council News is not a verbatim reproduction of CC minutes. Where there are two months’ worth of 
reports, there will be a considerable amount of editing.

offences, damage to a number of cars and one person stopped 
for drunk-driving. A new Officer, PC Ashley Mitchelson, has 
joined the team covering the area.
Matters Arising
Pedestrian Crossings: Cllr C Purves advised that a decision had 
been taken by PKC to reverse the decision for crossings to be 
automated and they will now revert to push button operations 
as soon as possible. A petition has been launched to keep the 
automated system. FACT signs will be put up instead.
Shared Space Sites: Site visits will be held soon and an update 
will be given at a future meeting.
LLCC: Members were advised that Kinross Colts were now 
back using the campus.
Planning Matters 
Planning Applications received 
20/00497/FLL Erection of a dwelling house and garage/studio 
(revised design – plot 2) at land 90 m south east of Hillview 
House, Gairneybank.
20/01371/IPL Residential development (in principle) on land 
40m west of Berryknowe, Hatchbank, Kinross.
20/01316/FLL Erection of a replacement dwelling house at 
27 Curate Wynd, Kinross. It was noted that this was a revised 
application.
20/01387/FLL Extension to dwelling house and erection of 
boundary fence at 1 Devonvale Place, Kinross. 
Planning Applications determined 
20/01142/FLL Alterations to dwelling house at 6 Thompson 
Place, Kinross, approved.
20/00934/ADV Display of sign at 106 High Street, Kinross, 
approved.
20/01005/FLL Alterations to dwelling house at 15 Talla Park, 
Kinross, approved.
Other Planning Matters
Persimmon Homes Appeal
CCllr Freeman advised that Persimmon Homes had appealed 
the decision to refuse planning permission for the next phase 
at the site at Lathro Meadows and asked whether there was 
anything the CC could do this. He was advised that the CC’s 
objections from the previous application would be forwarded 
with the appeal.
Cllr Robertson advised that the closing date for any comments 
was 3 November 2020 and he suggested that it would not do 
any harm for the CC to re-iterate their concerns. CCllr Colliar 
confirmed that he would look back at the comments the CC 
had made and will discuss the matter with CCllr Freeman, to 
see if any additional comments required to be made.
Members were advised that a site visit by Scottish Government 
had been arranged – the CC can attend the visit but are unable 
to say anything.
Reports from PKC Councillors
Cllr W Robertson
Speeding: Cllr Robertson has spoken to Police Scotland and 
asked if CC had any specific areas they wished for Police 
Scotland to target, they should let him know as soon as 
possible. Cllr Robertson will send Sgt Michelle Burns contact 
details to CCllr Freeman in order that these can be circulated 
to CC members. CCllr Freeman commented that speeding 
seemed to be an issue in The Muirs after 11 pm.
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The Building 
Defects 
Consultancy Ltd

07810 354 791
mail@ewanwhite.co.uk
www.tbdco.co.uk

Full inspections, detailed 
technical advice and reports 
on all aspects of dampness, 
condensation and building defects.
Thermographic analysis 
of walls, floors and roofs.
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Community Council News

Kinross-shire/Glenfarg Meeting: CCllr L McKay advised she 
had attended the recent meeting where one of the topics 
for discussion had been the hire of halls and whether these 
could be opened up. CCllr Colliar advised that it was up to the 
individual hall owners as to whether these are opened up, as 
most are privately owned.
Cllr Robertson advised that while Milnathort Town Hall were 
keen to get opened again PKC are encouraging halls not to re-
open in the current situation. He also advised that Glenfarg 
Hall is trying to re-open and he would email CCllr McKay 
contact details.
AOCB
Flooding at Springfield Road/The Muirs
CCllr Colliar asked if PKC Councillors could raise the issue of 
flooding in this area as it had been particularly bad this week. 
Cllr Purves advised that he had raised the issue several times, 
with the issue being capacity of the drains rather than the 
gulleys.
Cllr Robertson suggested that the CC write to PKC as well as 
the Ward Councillors requesting a long-term solution to be 
identified, and after discussion it was agreed that CCllr Colliar 
would write the letter for CCllr Freeman to sign.
Provost’s Lamp
CCllr reported that he had been advised that there had been 
a problem converting the lamp to LED but this had now been 
resolved and it was hoped to arrange installation shortly.
Parking in High Street/Recycling Centre: CCllr McKay advised 
that she had recently visited the recycling centre to see if 
anything could be done about this. In response to a query at 
a previous meeting re trailers being allowed into the recycling 
centre, CCllr McKay advised that CCllr M McFarlane had been 
given incorrect information and she would forward the correct 
information to him.
CC By-Elections: CCllr Freeman confirmed that two new 

Tree branches: Cllr Robertson asked the CC to ask residents to 
cut back overhanging tree branches from the pavement as this 
hampers people walking. It was agreed that a post would also 
be put on the CC’s Facebook page.
Public Conveniences at The Pier: Cllr Robertson advised that 
these toilets, managed by Nature Scotland, had been a huge 
success and had been highlighted as an excellent example 
of community working with PKC wanting to use this as an 
example for other areas.
Cllr R Watters
Flooding: Cllr Watters advised that PKC had recently organised a 
forum where residents could join to ask questions of the Flood 
Forum and while he had been disappointed by the format of the 
meeting (Zoom), residents had become frustrated at the lack of 
action being taken to stop flooding in the area and he had asked 
PKC to speed up the flood defence work as soon as possible.
Other areas had created resilience groups as PKC officers 
preferred to work with groups rather than individuals and he 
asked if the CC could get involved with creating a resilience 
group as it needs leadership to get such a group off the ground. 
There needs to be investigatory work completed in respect of 
who can respond if and when heavy rain/flooding happens.
CCllr Freeman confirmed that the CC would be happy to help 
in whatever way they could. Cllr Watters confirmed that he 
would look into the matter further and report back to a future 
meeting.
Cllr C Purves
Kinross-shire Forum Meeting due to be held on 2 December 
2020 – details to be circulated. Two members of the CC can 
attend. 
Reports From CC Representatives
Remembrance Parade: CCllr Freeman advised that the Parade 
will be recorded prior to being shown on the day. Wreaths will 
be laid at the Cenotaph with a 2 minute silence.
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request wasn’t made before resurfacing. Meanwhile, the 
resurfacing work outside the shop has not been completed – 
Cllr Robertson will follow up on this.
Fossoway Area Transport/DRT: The new bus route continues 
to operate, but is not yet busy as a result of the pandemic. 
Peter Leach has resumed his Taxi service. Cllr Barnacle has 
arranged a date for a meeting of the Community Transport 
Group.
Rumbling Bridge Gorge Bridge: CCllr Duffy reported that 
as part of the planning application process, PKC require a 
Flood Risk Assessment to be made to ensure that the bridge 
is above the ‘1 in 200 year’ flood level. TRACKS have asked 
two companies to quote for this work, Millard and Gavia, and 
recommend that the former be chosen as their fee is £672 less 
while both companies are equally qualified. Millard’s fee will 
be £5568 including a sub-contract fee to Douglas Land Surveys 
who will be asked to extend their existing 3D topographical 
survey further along the river. The Hydro Fund Committee will 
compare the quotes and make a decision.
Powmill In Bloom: CCllr Farquhar reported that individual 
members of the group, practicing social distancing, have been 
planting winter bedding plants and keeping the village tidy.
Community Development Trust: Cllr Barnacle is about to send 
out invitations for the first meeting of the Trust.
Crook Moss Travellers Site: CCllr Farquhar has been told that 
the services connection work has been done. CCllr Young 
reported that there is a new sign at the site advertising a 
scrapyard. Cllr Barnacle said that the landscaping is inadequate, 
a business is being operated without planning permission and 
no enforcement action is being taken – all these issues were 
raised during Cllr Barnacle’s meeting with PKC’s CEO. CCllr 
Cheape confirmed the very poor state of the site. Cllr Barnacle 
suggested that the CC write to Karen Reid to press for Planning 
Enforcement action.
Crook & Drum Growing Together: Darryl McKeown has agreed 
to improve the corner by the Tennis Court; however there is 
no timescale yet.
Blairingone War Memorial: Profile Projects have confirmed 
that the finance to move the memorial is still available, with 
only one minor item required to complete the Planning 
Application. It is now necessary to find a stonemason to do 
the work.
Fossoway Gathering: It’s unlikely there will be a Gathering in 
May next year, but it could possibly be held in September. The 
Gathering Committee’s AGM is planned for 2 December, all are 
welcome, a link to the online meeting will be made available.
New Business
Cllr Barnacle had received an approach from MoPs asking 
if there was any chance of creating a skate park in Crook 
of Devon. He has written to Andy Clegg (PKC Community 
Greenspace) to see if there might be. Cllrs Robertson and 
Watters have been involved in the possibility of expanding 
the existing one in Kinross and Cllr Watters suggested that Cllr 
Barnacle’s proposers contact the Kinross group for advice. Cllr 
Robertson noted that PKC has expertise in creating skate parks 
and a small one could possibly be created in Crook of Devon, 
perhaps with the assistance of TRACKS who have experience 
in raising funds. It would be important to establish that any 
proposed location would be acceptable to nearby residents. 
The CC supported Cllr Barnacle’s attempts to get this idea 
going.
Community Council Business:
PKC’s Democratic Services department had contacted this 
CC querying the appointment of Cllr Marchant as Vice-Chair 
during the AGM. The CC discussed this, taking advice from the 
Local Councillors and will respond shortly.
If the next meeting of this CC is virtual, as currently expected, 

members had been appointed – Malcolm Wood and Hannah 
Phillips, and congratulated them on their appointment. There 
remained four vacancies but the CC had the option to co-opt 
members.
CCllr Wood thanked CC members for their welcome and 
wondered if it was possible to put a post on the Facebook page 
with regard to joining the CC. It was agreed that the election 
information would be uploaded to Facebook and included in 
the minutes.
The next meeting of Kinross Community Council will be held 
on Tuesday 24 November at 7.30pm on Zoom.

Fossoway and District  
Community Council
News from the November Meeting
Present at the meeting on 3 November were Community 
Councillors (CCllrs) S Bruce-Jones, A Cheape, T Duffy, C 
Farquhar, C Haigh, M Haigh, N Marchant (Associate), G Pye and 
R Young; Councillors (Cllrs) M Barnacle, C Purves, W Robertson 
and R Watters.
Police Report
There was one incident to note in our area since the last CC 
Meeting: Between 2.30pm, Saturday 17 and 4pm, Sunday 18 
October, the front and rear windscreen wipers were stolen 
from a red Toyota Yaris in Main Street, Crook of Devon.
In response to reading our AGM minutes, the Community 
Sergeant M Burns said that police officers would attend the 
meeting when their shift allowed it but they could not use 
Zoom as a platform to attend, which is a little disappointing. Cllr 
Purves explained that this may be due to security restrictions, 
but perhaps they could phone in. CCllr Dufy undertook to 
follow up on this.
Sergeant Burns is planning to discuss Community Speed Watch 
and its funding with Inspector Stephen, the new Community 
Inspector for the area. The CC strongly supports this initiative. 
Cllr Robertson is discussing finance sources (about £1200) 
with Sgt Burns. CCllr Duffy suggested that the Hydro Fund 
could help but, because of the terms of the fund, this would 
mean that use of the equipment would need to be restricted 
to this area.
The following officers are new to the local Community Team: 
PCs Martin Gemmell and Ashleigh Mitchinson.
CCllr M Haigh reported that a neighbour in Main Street, Crook 
of Devon had experienced a break-in to their shed, probably 
overnight on 1 November, during which a bicycle, drill and 
power hose were stolen. The police have been notified.
Matters Arising
Bank of Scotland Kinross Branch Closure: CCllr Marchant 
said that the next meeting will be in December. PKC’s CEO is 
in favour of using Community premises for banking although 
notes that they may not necessarily be in an appropriate place.
A977 Mitigation: Cllr Purves reported that there is no news 
about the progress on the measures. Spaces for People 
measures can still be implemented, e.g. possible 20mph 
limits in some of the villages along A977 – Cllr Barnacle said 
that Waulkmill and Drum 20mph limits in the side streets are 
agreed, but he didn’t know when they might be implemented. 
Cllr Barnacle has also spoken to PKC’s Andy Brown who 
informed him that the A977 measures may not be completed 
this financial year due to pressure on resources as a result of 
Covid-19.
Cllr Barnacle informed the meeting that Brian Cargill is the 
senior person responsible for the A977 work, and both the CC 
and the other local Councillors will press him for an update.
CCllr Farquhar enquired about improving the Powmill shop 
layby – Cllr Barnacle has asked Stuart D’All for this, but the 

Community Council News
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we will be offering online attendance by members of the 
public. Anyone interested in ‘attending’ should email the CC at 
fossoway.cc@gmail.com for details.
Councillors’ Reports: 
R Watters: PKC’s Capital budget meeting proposed two new 
schools and a recreation centre, all to be built to very high 
environmental standard, which will also make them a healthier 
place to occupy and in the long term financially advantageous.
M Barnacle: PKC’s Andy Brown had informed Cllr Barnacle 
that the Drummond Park adoption is not now going to be 
done until late spring or early summer next year. Cllr Barnacle 
will write to residents bringing them up to date.
The next CC Forum meeting is planned to be on 2 December.
Cllr Barnacle (along with other members) has made 
submissions to the Reporter about the appeal for the 
proposed development 100m north-west of the house called 
Schiehallion in Crook of Devon. Cllr Barnacle believes that 
the only sensible way forward is to discuss the proposal with 
developers to reach an acceptable conclusion.
Due to Covid-19 restrictions, there can be no public 
remembrance ceremony this year, only a low-key wreath laying.
Cllr Barnacle had received answers to some of the questions he 
raised during his meeting with PKC’s CEO, which he circulated 
to the CC Members before the meeting. Other than those 
already mentioned above, in summary:
• The CEO is in favour of exploring a pilot of an Area 

Committee for Kinross-shire.
• The Kinross to Fife Circle rail link has been raised at 

the Tay Cities Transport Working Group, however it’s 
unlikely to be financially justifiable.

• Landscape designations for Cleish Hills and Devon 
Gorge will not be restored.

• Ochils and Lomond Hills will not become Regional 
Parks.

• The CEO’s Housing colleagues have advised her that 
there is insufficient demand for social housing in 
Kinross-shire, although provision of affordable housing 
is a requirement of Planning Consents.

Planning:
New Applications:
20/01226/IPL Erection of a dwelling house (in principle) at 
Land 40 metres southeast of Main Street, Blairingone. no CC 
comment.
Decided Applications:
20/01205/FLL Change of use from agricultural land to form 
extension to garden ground, erection of garage/store, 
greenhouse and chicken coop, formation of hardstanding and 
associated works (in part retrospect) Dunnmore, Solsgirth, 
Dollar. Approved, no CC comment.
20/01166/FLL Extension to dwelling house and formation of 
decking at Craighead Cottage, Drum, Kinross. Approved, no CC 
comment.
20/01319/FLL Erection of a dwelling house and office (class 
4) Land 150 metres southwest of Powmill Cottage, Rumbling 
Bridge. The application was approved – CC had objected.
CCllrs Young and Marchant both reported that none of the 
objections were visible on the PKC Planning website, although 
CCllr Marchant noted that the Report of Handling does 
mention the objections. All conditions from the previous 
application have been included in the approval.
Correspondence: Should anyone wish to see any items please 
contact the CC by email and a copy can be provided.
AOCB: 
A MoP (Graeme Hutchinson) suggested that the parking problems 
by Rumbling Bridge could be alleviated if there were signs to the 
car park by the Nursing Home. Also, the car park (created as 

requirement of the planning permission for the home) has never 
been adopted by PKC. Cllr Barnacle will speak to PKC’s Community 
Greenspace team to try and regularise the use of this car park.
A member of the public has reported serious potholes on the 
Gartwhinzean Road in Powmill. Cllr Barnacle will report this.
Janet Harper is instigating a light festival in Fossoway during 
December – inviting homes and businesses to decorate a 
street facing window. See www.windowwanderland.com for 
design ideas. The CC encourages people to take part.
The next meeting of Fossoway and District Community Council 
will take place on Tuesday 1 December 2020 at Powmill 
Moubray Hall if Government guidelines allow, otherwise 
virtually. Members of public wishing to join please email the 
CC at fossoway.cc@gmail.com

Milnathort And Orwell  
Community Council
News from the November Meeting
Present at the meeting held on 12 November were Community 
Councillors (CCllrs) M Thomson (Chair), S Colebourn (treasurer); 
CCllr A McCrae (secretary); K Heneghan (associate member); 
Cllr W Robertson;  Cllr C Purves and four members of the public. 
Apologies were received from CCllr E Rougvie.
Police Matters
CCllr Colebourn reported on an update. On Friday 30 October 
two males were issued with fixed penalty notices for breaching 
Coronavirus regulations by attending a gathering in Milnathort. 
Recent incident: About 1.30am, Saturday 31 October, a window was 
smashed at a property in Whyte Place, Milnathort. (CR/29666/20). 
There had been a report on Facebook of a suspicious male 
looking into the cabins of HGV in Spencer yard. 
Matters Arising
Kevin Heneghan gave an update regarding the recent work the 
Core Path Group has achieved. Core path East of Burleigh Castle 
has been flailed. Kevin shared a video he had taken demonstrating 
the Flail Machine in action on the Core Path. The logistics/training 
of the flailing machine were discussed and the need for individual 
PPE due to Covid-19. Grant funding is available to buy PPE and 
equipment for the Core Path Group to use.
Issues Raised By The Public:
Blocked drain on South Street has been reported and cleared.
Milnathort Orchard: the question was raised who can give 
permission to harvest apples. This autumn, no apples were 
harvested.
Traffic Orders
16 November for one day. Suspension of loading & parking (on 
both sides) of Old Perth Road, from its junction with Victoria 
Avenue to its junction with Viewfar Road. 
14 December for a period of 2 nights. Suspension of loading & 
parking on both sides of Stirling Road, from its junction with 
New Road to its junction with Croft Wynd 
New Road, from its junction with Stirling Road to its junction 
with the private access to Greenburn Field
South Street, from its junction with the New Road to its 
junction with Number 20, South Street.
Planning Matters
Applications Submitted
Alterations and extension to house at 6 Linden Park Terrace, 
20/01449/FLL.
Change of use from agricultural land to garden at 2 Netherhall 
Steadings, 20/01329/FLL.
Change of use from agricultural land to garden at 5 Netherhall 
Steadings, 20/01399/FLL.
Alterations and extension to house at 2 Greenburn Field, New 
Road, 20/01461/FLL.
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Residential development (in principle) at land 50m East of 
Warroch Cottage, 20/20/00899/IPL.
Erection of dwellinghouse (plot 7, change of house type) at 
Site of Former Ochil Hills Hospital, 20/01341/FLL.
Residential development at Hattonburn Farm (allocated site 
H52), 20/01245/FLL.
Applications Decided
Alterations and extension to house at Hattonburn Lodge, 
20/01203/FLL.
Comments From The Floor: CCllr Colebourn was asked for an 
update to the land east of Old Perth Road. This land has outline 
planning consent. Cllr Robertson and Cllr Purves have advised 
no planning permission has been submitted, and the outlined 
consent requires tree planting to the north with a path to Pace 
Hill development. Zoned for 20-32 houses.
Comments From The Chair: CCllr Thomson thanked Cllr 
Robertson for participating in the Remembrance Sunday 
wreath-laying.
The Chair wished to thank the individual who installed sensor 
lights to illuminate the steps between Linden Park Rd and 
North Street, reducing a known hazard. 
Councillors’ Reports:
Cllr Purves: Referring to the Gigabit project, the lack of 
administrative support is currently restricting the rollout of the 
scheme. Andrea Ward and Kevin Heneghan have volunteered their 
support. The gigabit project is already an established government 
scheme to collectively bargain with the provider to install 
fibre optics to premises. Regarding Kinross-shire Community 
Transport Group; Representatives from the MOCC have been 
invited to attend the next meeting held on 19 November. Kinross-
shire Forum: MOCC has been invited to attend on 2 December. 
Two CCllrs can attend. Cllr Robertson: With regard to the recent 
speed restriction on South Street, the Speedwatch program will 
be discussed at the Kinross-shire forum. 

AOCB
On-street parking on Victoria Avenue was discussed. With 
the unavailability of parking in the Thistle car park and homes 
with multi vehicles, available space is limited. A suggestion 
for residents who own multiple vehicles: Could they consider 
parking their other vehicles on another road to allow 
neighbours to park closer to their home?
A brief discussion with two prospective co-option members 
and an associated member regarding joining. This was met 
with encouragement from the current committee members.
The next meeting of Milnathort and Orwell Community Council 
will be held via Zoom at 7pm on 10 December 2020. Any 
member of the public wishing to attend can do so by emailing 
communitycouncilmilnathort@gmail.com 
Portmoak Community Council
News from the November meeting
Present at the meeting were CCllrs: G Cox (Chair), D Morris 
(Vice-Chair), S Davidson (Treasurer), S McGregor (Secretary), 
S Forde, A Cragoe, G Smith; and Cllrs C Purves, W Robertson; 
and seven members of the public.  
Apologies: Cllr R Watters, Cllr M Barnacle.
Matters Arising 
Community Resilience Planning: Storm damage and impact 
from recent flooding
The CC reiterated the need for a wider discussion regarding 
the state of the Lomond Hills with regard to landslips and flood 
damage, the repeated occurrence of which can weaken the 
substructure of the land making it more susceptible to repeated 
damage in the future. The possibility of a wider discussion in the 
future with Scottish Forestry and other relevant organisations 
would be welcomed in order to identify the best course of 
action. The CC considers this item important but agreed to 
move it to reserve items until a later date. Cllr Robertson said 
that Scotlandwell residents had requested drains to be cleared 
of silt and debris, and this should be done quite soon. 
Portmoak Cemetery
Andy Clegg from Greeenspace had indicated that cemetery 
strategy suggested that the existing cemetery should not be 
extended for the local community and that PKC continue to try 
to identify a larger space adequate for 80-100 years for a large 
general cemetery in Perthshire. Portmoak could be considered 
to serve wider area, but there are implications for roads and 
infrastructure. The CC would need to put that forward for review 
with residents. A further meeting re: Portmoak cemetery will 
take place on the 19th with a view to identify small areas that 
can be created for burials and also look at memorial walls with 
space for caskets and plaques to scatter ashes.
Cllr Purves queried this strategy further to an email exchange 
he had had with Andy Clegg that had previously suggested 
the option to extend the local cemetery. Cllr Robertson 
commented that the Portmoak capacity issues had been 
discussed about 4/5 years ago. Orwell cemetery is nearly full 
too. If these become full people will be informed that they 
must use Kinross cemetery. The council have not really done 
very much to promote the actions that PCC have requested 
regarding extension. It was felt the issue should be raised to 
more senior officers within PKC. 
Road Safety Action in Kinnesswood and Scotlandwell
In October the CC had met with Cllr Purves Callum & Darren 
McKeown onsite along the A911 from Wester Balgedie to 
Scotlandwell to talk about buildouts, pavement widening and 
other ways to control traffic. Cllr Purves agreed the meeting 
was constructive. At PKC there has been a change of approach 
and different sources of funding in response to the pandemic 
situation, allowing PKC to do things more quickly. Daryl 
McKeown had taken a list of actions and will draft a route 

Community Council News

mailto:communitycouncilmilnathort@gmail.com


Kinross Newsletter 61

Community Council News

action plan for the A911 including all settlements and total 
costs, which allows for a budget allocation for the entire route. 
Speed limits can be changed really quickly. 
Glenlomond sewage: migration of  
responsibility to Scottish Water
No significant updates. Climate change and excess surface water 
are the main problem now overwhelming the existing sewage 
system. Residents committee have agreed to start some actions 
and request experts to come and advise best course of action.
Friar Place hedges blocking sight lines  
and requiring maintenance
Gary McConnell of PKC had been to view the location and did 
not identify a problem. The CC explained the sight line should 
be along the line of the fence. 
New Matters Arising: 
Public Consultation – Use of Open Space,  
beside Whitecraigs, Kinnesswood
During the initial 2020 lockdown a resident created flower 
beds in the open space which the CC agreed was a community 
spirited thing to have done. This did leave the question of 
ongoing maintenance and PKC were consulting on this item 
with residents. The CC agreed that it is a minor issue and up 
to the Whitecraigs residents to decide. The CC will assist as 
required if requested by Whitecraigs residents. 
Construction of hill track, Bishop Hill, Kinnesswood 
The report prepared by Cllr Morris, regarding the recent hill track 
construction on Bishop Hill, was welcomed. A response from 
the landowner was read out in part at the meeting confirming 
that notification had been made to SNH and approval given. 
Clllr Morris indicated that the planning regulations required 
that a process of ‘Prior Notification and Approval’ should have 
been made to PKC for the whole track before construction 
commenced and PKC had confirmed this was not done. 
Failure to carry out this process meant that the landowner lost 
‘Permitted Development Rights’ for this particular project. 
There was opinion from members of the CC and public that 
the construction work had been detrimental to the path, 
and that the track should be reinstated as a footpath, with no 
vehicular use. There was a discussion about application to PKC 
for retrospective planning permission to be sought for the work 
if this was appropriate, but that first an informal discussion with 
the landowner would be initiated. Cllr Robertson was in favour of 
informal discussion and maintenance of goodwill. The CC noted 
that they and individual citizens have no formal locus within 
planning regulations for discussion of the path works of this type 
unless a retrospective planning permission is sought and granted.
Police Reports
The Local Police Report: the Secretary had reached out to 
the Police Liaison in view of the recent non-attendance of the 
Police at CC meetings, and also with regard to the unpleasant 
recent burglaries in Kinnesswood and Auchmuir Bridge. The 
Police Liaison Officer had responded and had provided a 
report which the Secretary would circulate to the Community, 
which also included useful home security advice.
Planning
New Applications
20/01291/FLL Extension to outdoor seating area, installation 
of a canopy and associated engineering works at Loch Leven‘s 
Larder, Wester Balgedie, Kinross: no CC comment.
20/01424/FLL Erection of a shed, Cnoc An Fhraoich, 
Glenlomond: no CC comment

20/01409/IPL Erection of a dwellinghouse (in principle) on 
land 40 metres west of Levenmouth farmhouse, Scotlandwell.
The CC discussed the site and raised the same issues as other 
planning applications in this location with the same problem 
with sewage and flooding into Loch Leven.
CC to raise objection and request adequate screening of trees 
to be put in to protect the Heritage Trail and the environment 
in this area of natural woodland. 
Progress with Developments
Westfield Community Liaison Committee: 16/03661/EIA 
Planning permission in principle for restoration and development 
of former opencast site including power generation/storage; 
waste recovery/recycling; employment uses (Class 4 (light 
industry only) with ancillary office space, Class 5 and 6); rail off-
loading facility, glass houses and other associated infrastructure 
Address: Westfield O C C S Fife
The CC noted no issues with the installation of solar panels, 
with the exception of creating screening around the site.
Paths Group
The current guidance has put limitations on meeting as a 
group but some activity has continued including clearing 
of vegetation on the Dryside Road Path and the Peat Loan 
leading into Portmoak Moss from the Grahamstone track. 
We are very grateful to the Ranger from PKC Community 
Greenspace for his assistance with this work. The paths 
group were very concerned about the damage caused by 
recent maintenance work completed by the farmer on the 
hill section of the Michael Bruce Way (see item above). It 
is particularly demoralising for paths group volunteers who 
have worked tirelessly over many years to maintain the 
quality and character of this footpath.
The next meeting of Portmoak Community Council will be 
held at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 8 December 2020.  To request 
Zoom meeting details, email secretary@portmoak.org.

Newsletter Deadlines
A list of future deadlines can be found on our website

www.kinrossnewsletter.org
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card, if Karena is aware of this in advance. A member of 
the Traidcraft Team can deliver the goods and collect the 
payment. In addition, in the season of goodwill, how about 
ordering something extra for donation to Broke Not Broken?

Shoebox Appeal 
Rotarian Alistair Smith and his helpers 
delivered 236 shoeboxes, filled by 
Rotarians and our many supporters, to 
the Perth collection point. From here 
they are dispatched to trusted partners 
for distribution to disadvantaged children and adults in 
Eastern Europe, where we know they are hugely appreciated. 
Many thanks to the children and their families at local 
schools who worked hard to help others less fortunate 
than themselves. We also greatly appreciate the staff at 
the participating schools who encourage the appeal and 
found ways to complete the task and keep everyone safe 
within present hygiene regulations, along with all their other 
additional challenges.

Look Outside For Santa!
For details on Santa’s sleigh, please see p.19.

Festive Greetings
Everyone at the Rotary Club of Kinross and District wish 
our partners, our supporters, you and your family sincere 
season’s greetings. We all hope that 2021 is happy, safe and 
brings fresh and positive opportunities. Perhaps you would 
like to explore our work and possibly join us? 
Please contact George Riddell, club secretary, by email at 
secretary.krdc@gmail.com or check our Facebook page for 
further information.

Common Grounds
www.spanglefish.com/
commongroundscharitycafe
On the face of it, Covid-19 has dominated 
the year but, on reflection, at Common Grounds there’s a 
lot to celebrate. Reaching 20 years in September, Common 
Grounds has raised £161,152 to support self-help projects, 
primarily in the poorest areas of Africa, along with other 
agencies that respond to international emergencies. We 
are still carrying on the good work, thanks to our dedicated 
volunteers and an appreciative, supportive community. 
Well done to all, you are especially valued in such an 
unprecedented year. One example of such support is George 
and Jean Crawford whose ‘white bag’ of loose money 
amounted to £188.76 – bringing their donations over the 
years to a grand total of £1517.27! Through December, 
our calendar of Trish Melville’s artwork, our creative craft 
stall and raffle tickets will be available to purchase. If for 
any reason you can’t come in, our contact details are at the 
end of this item so please get in touch. We can arrange to 
allocate some raffle tickets in your name and give you details 
of how to pay the funds directly into our bank account. 
However, for those who wish to pop in, be assured we are 
following stringent guidelines so that you can enjoy a cuppa 
and chat in a safe environment. The one lesson we have all 
learnt, having had time to take stock, is that friendly, social 
interaction and caring support really does matter. Whatever 

Kinross & District Rotary Club
www.ribi.org
Recent meetings have reminded us of service in 
the community and internationally.

The Lighthouse For Perth
On 19 October we were joined on 
Zoom by Sharon Thomas, manager 
of The Lighthouse for Perth. This is 
a not-for-profit organisation offering 
support to anyone aged 12 or over 
who is struggling with their mental health or emotions. It is a 
safe place for people who are having thoughts of self-harm or 
suicide, or who are finding themselves in emotional distress 
or crisis. Located in purpose-built premises at The Neuk in 
St Paul’s Square, the organisation is financed solely through 
financial donations and fund raising. 
Trained volunteers take action by dealing with immediate 
issues, aiming to remove people from the critical point of 
crisis, offer mentoring and encouraging self-care. Sharon 
inspired us with her dedication and energy, describing how 
the team are committed to creating a welcoming, non-
judgemental and comfortable place for everyone.
One in four people experience mental health problems. No 
one should struggle alone. As Prince Harry observed; ‘The 
experience I have had is that once you start talking about 
[experiencing a mental health struggle], you realise that 
actually you’re part of quite a big club.’
The Lighthouse can be contacted for support by calling 
freephone on 0800 121 4820, Facebook messenger or by 
email at help@lighthouseforperth.org.
The website www.lighthouseforperth.org provides more 
details of their services. It also signposts useful resources 
and tools which can empower and make it possible to regain 
control over mental health.

Just Trading
Dr Mary Popple, chair of the Board of Directors at Just 
Trading Scotland, joined us from St Andrews on Zoom on 2 
November. JTS is a not-for-profit Fairtrade organisation set 
up to facilitate the import and distribution of fairly traded, 
high quality foods to the UK. They seek to provide sustainable 
incomes and wellbeing for small holder farmers, producers 
and their families.
Mary explained the production and transportation involved, 
and how the pandemic has not only affected the working 
environment and transport routes, but also the ’normal’ sale 
of goods. Brexit also presents new challenges. We are familiar 
now with Fairtrade products such as bananas which are 
available in our supermarkets. By choosing these, producers 
can invest in better farming methods, clean drinking water 
and improving the health of their communities.
We can make a difference by making responsible choices. 
There is a range of delicious JTS products available online. See 
the full range at www.jts.co.uk where you can also browse 
the recipe section for ideas. Goods can also be ordered locally 
from Karena Jarvie by emailing kjarvie@btinternet.com; they 
can be paid for by bank transfer, cash, cheque to Traidcraft 
(Kinross Parish Church’s Traidcraft account) or contactless 
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shape Christmas takes, we wish all readers a safe, joyful 
time with the promise of a brighter 2021. 

Project: The project we are currently supporting is Mercy Corps, 
an international humanitarian organisation with European 
headquarters in Edinburgh. In the aftermath of every natural 
disaster to which they have responded, they have developed 
long-term local solutions to prepare communities for the 
future. A deep understanding of the complex challenges facing 
the most vulnerable communities and the approaches 
required to overcome them has been developed through 
nearly 40 years of practical know-how, learned in more than 
40 countries of the world. As Covid-19 continues to spread, it 
is now reaching countries where people fleeing conflict, living 
in poverty or without access to healthcare face the greatest 
risk from the pandemic. Mercy Corps’ teams are already on 
the ground in more than 40 countries helping communities to 
prepare for and protect against the virus. 

See our website for more information. Our opening hours are still 
10am-12.30pm on Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday at 
the Guide and Scout Hall, Church Street, Milnathort. 

Contacts (outside of opening hours): Elspeth Caldow (Convener) 
01577 863350 and Linda Freeman (Secretary) 01577 865045.

Kinross and District  
Art Club
www.kadac.co.uk

After nearly nine months of being unable 
to meet up as a club and share the camaraderie and passion 
for our interest in art, we are now delighted to share our 
lockdown project with you all. During the Covid-19 lockdown 
and subsequent restrictions, many members have continued to 

create artworks at home. A book called ‘The Art of KADAC 2020’, 
which is a collection of members’ artworks painted during the 
year, has been produced. It is now available to view online using 
the link below, which can also be found on our website:
www.bonusprint.co.uk/view-online-photo-
book?widgetId=320557fc-8e32-4ec9-a9f8-c54789a2e0c9
Please enjoy looking at the art in the photobook as much as 
members enjoyed creating it.
Over the last few months, we have been highlighting 
individual members of the club. This month’s featured 
KADAC artist is Alison Harrison. Here is her profile:‘I took 
up watercolour painting in 2007. Following the return to 
my native Scotland in 2013, I was able to devote more time 
to art. Initially, I predominantly painted flowers, preferring 
botanical correctness to a more loose style. However, now I 
take my inspiration from anything that catches my eye. From 

Kinross In Bloom 200 Club

November draw

 1st No 87 Peter Stephenson 
 2nd No 33 Moira Hookham 
 3rd No 27 Anna Graham 
 4th No 84 Jill Whitfield

december draw

 1st No 52 George Milburn 
 2nd No 29 Elizabeth Harley 
 3rd No 51 Anne Milburn 
 4th No 32 Clare Hill

‘Murphy’ in watercolour by Alison Harrison
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cars to planes, buildings to artillery guns, sea and landscapes, 
portraits to animals, trees to a study of leaves; whatever the 
subject, I love to challenge myself. Although primarily still 
using watercolour, I have also enjoyed success with acrylic 
painting. As well as sustained achievements over six years at 
Kinross and District Art Club’s annual exhibitions, I have also 
exhibited successfully at Dunkeld, Auchterarder and Glenfarg 
as well as accepting several commission challenges.’

Although we presently have no date to meet up again as a 
club, KADAC members look forward to continuing to create 
and share their art in 2021.

Wishing everyone a peaceful Christmas and a New Year of 
hope.

If you are interested in joining the club and developing your 
own creativity, you will find more information and contact 
details on our website. 

In normal times, the club meets on Tuesdays and Fridays (2-
4pm) in Millbridge Hall.

Broke Not Broken
Your Community Charity
The longer we work at the food bank the 
more we realise that food is such a tiny 
part of what is needed. Community spirit, 
getting out of the house and improving your mental health 
are all vital. What makes you feel better when you are feeling 
low? A hair cut? A catch up with friends over coffee? For 
others it could be a massage, a long walk, or some chocolate. 
It is these little things that turns surviving into living and 
then to thriving. Feel free to contact us by email at admin@
brokenotbroken.org with any queries.

Kinross-shire  
Local Events Organisation
www.kleo.org.uk

Kinross-shire’s Winter Festival
The winter festival was very much slimmed down this year due 
to the obvious restrictions as a result of Covid-19 epidemic. 
We hope you enjoyed walking or cycling some of the routes 
around Kinross during Bookweek Scotland (poetry route, story 
route and a children’s activity route). It is also wonderful to see 
how many people are taking part in the ‘Light Up The Night’ 
initiative by decorating their windows (see below, left and p.9 
for more) with a light display visible to neighbours and passers-
by. It gives a wonderful festive atmosphere in the lead up to 
Christmas! 
The KLEO team like to take this opportunity to say a huge 
thank you to all the volunteers who helped us out distributing 
the winter festival booklet door to door in Kinross, Milnathort 
and other surrounding villages. Thanks also to those who 
helped with erecting and dismantling market stalls and 
stewarding at the festive market. A huge thanks also goes to 

Alison Harrison enjoying painting at the Art Club
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the staff of Morgans Estate Agency in Kinross and Light Up 
My Heart in Milnathort for handing out festival booklets and 
free Bookweek Scotland books. Many thanks also go to the 
Kinross Newsletter who did a special feature article for us. 
For more info about KLEO and any future events in 2021 
please visit our website.

Kinross and District  
Town Twinning Association
Due to the continuing spread of Covid-19 we 
have decided to ask our French hosts for a 
postponement of one year for the 2021 official twinning 
visit to Gacé. Travel plans across the world are constantly 
changing, levels of disruption over the next six months 
are very unclear and travel firms are reluctant to confirm 
arrangements for the coming holiday year. Therefore, we 
have made this decision in light of these factors and in an 
effort to keep everyone on both sides of the channel free 
from the risk of further spread.
Anyone considering joining us next summer should please 
contact the secretary David Munro on 01577 862126.

Kinross Fifty Plus Club
To All Members of the Kinross 50 Plus Club
For some time, as you are aware, the club has 
been asking for persons to come forward to help 
assist in the running of the club. Over the last 
three months a notice to this effect has been placed in the 
Kinross Newsletter. 

Unfortunately, no one has contacted me and therefore a 
decision has to be made. Due to the pandemic it has been 
impossible to hold an EGM, far less a committee meeting to 
reach a decision.

Consequently, in telephone conversations with my fellow 
committee members, it has been decided to terminate all the 
club’s activities with effect from 30 November 2020.

I had previously requested treasurer Helen Bradnum to close 
the accounts at the end of September and this is now done. 
The accounts are presently being independently audited by 
Ron Cathro, who has indicated he will not charge the club for 
his services, for which we express our thanks.

It was suggested that the outstanding monies be donated 
to charity and accordingly I have liased with the committee 
members and they have agreed that it would be appropriate 
to donate the amount to two local charities who cater for 
predominately older persons. The two charities are the 
Kinross Day Centre and Rural Outreach. If anyone has any 
comment to make please contact me. The total amount 
remaining is £2386.48.

In conclusion I have to say that we are extremely sad to reach 
this state of affairs. The club has been part of Kinross for 25 
years and I would suggest has greatly assisted the well-being 
of its members over the years.

I would like to pay my special admiration and thanks to the 
present committee members. A large number of the current 
committee have served for long periods and some up to 20 
years. Absolutely tremendous service. Nothing I can say here 
accurately reflects the gratitude we owe to them all.

Our grateful thanks is also due to the leaders of the various 
groups and we thank them for their dedication over the years. 
It may be possible that some will continue independently. 
We wish them well. 

Finally, it is with sadness that I have to advise members that 
last week one of our committee, Anna Graham, passed away 
in her sleep. I am sure this will come as a shock to all of you, 
and extend our deepest sympathy to husband Bob, son, 
daughter and their families.

W. Fubister Law, Chairman

Gacéans visit Kinross in summer 2019
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Kinross Garden Group
We are continuing our winter talks on Zoom. 
Our November speaker was Dr Stan da Prato 
who gave us a brilliant talk about his journeys to Ecuador. His 
presentation was illustrated by superb photos of the plants, 
birds and animals he encountered there. Talks will remain 
online using Zoom until conditions allow us to meet in person 
at the Kinross Parish Church. 
Our speaker for December will be Adrian Miles who manages 
the garden at Helensbank, Kincardine which is open under 
Scotland’s Garden Scheme. Adrian is also a judge for Beautiful 
Scotland. He will talk on Thursday 10 Dec at 2pm and his 
topic will be ‘Garden History and Design’.
Membership this year is £15 and includes the winter talks 
and access to the summer garden visits. For the zoom talks 
all instructions will be given to those who wish to join us. 
Contact Caroline Anderson on 01577 864589 or by email 
at acaroline1000@gmail.com.

Kinross Camera Club
kinrosscameraclub.org.uk/wp/ 
www.facebook.com/KinrossCClub
We round off 2020 with some competitions and members 
nights. On 3 December our members will discuss Picture a 
Quarter; images they have taken during the past three months. 
On 10 December we welcome judge Peter Paterson who will 
give his deliberations over two competitions; our Thackery 
competition which is for  three prints on the theme ‘abstract’ 
and the Creative Digital competition which encourages creative 
input in either the taking or editing of the images.
We finish the year on 17 December with two competitions; the 
Fortune and Greer competition for two prints with a comical/
funny/amusing theme and the Smartphone competition 

featuring images taken (and potentially processed) on a phone. 
Both competitions are judged by members on the night. We 
also aim to have a bit of festive cheer (as best we can over 
Zoom) as that is our last night of the season. There is no Digital 
Group in December. It returns on the last Tuesday in January.
We hold online meetings using Zoom on Thursdays at 7.30pm 
(virtual doors open from 7.20pm). 
If you would like to join the club or find out more about 
what we do, please contact us by email at secretary@
kinrosscameraclub.org.uk. You can also visit our website or 
find us on Facebook.

Kinross Library
www.culturepk.org.uk
From 4 December 2020, Loch Leven 
Community Campus Library Opening hours 
are as follows:
Friday   4.30 - 7.30pm 
Saturday  9.30am - 1pm and 2 - 4.30pm 
Sunday  9.30am - 1pm and 2 - 4.30pm
Click and Collect services will now operate from the Campus 
Reception area at the following times:
Friday  4.30 - 7.30pm 
Saturday 2 - 4.30pm 
Sunday  2 - 4.30pm
More information is available online. Please note that all 
Culture Perth and Kinross Libraries will be closed from 24 
December 2020 until 6 January 2021.

Maker_Spaces
Maker_Spaces are equipped with lots of digital technology 
including photoshop, video editing and 3d printing. The service 
is now open again at Loch Leven by appointment. To make an 
appointment to use the equipment or have a free lesson, speak 
to library staff or visit www.culturepk.org.uk/maker-space 

Boys Brigade and Girls 
Association
On 18 November 1940 (80 years ago) Kinross Boys 
Brigade was re-formed by local teacher Roderick 
Beaton. He used the experience of evacuee 
boys from Shettleston to form the backbone of 
the new Company. The original Kinross Company had been 
founded in 1892 but fell into abeyance in 1912.

A total of 65 boys came along to the 
first meeting in an attempt to help take 
their minds off the war in which so many 
family members were involved; either in 

‘Hard light, hard surfaces’ by Duncan Robertson

New Centenary Badge
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uniformed units or working locally to help the war effort. They 
were divided into six squads and the numbers soon grew to 77.
The Company was meant to be celebrating their 100th year 
but Covid-19 has put that on hold. A special badge is being 
commissioned to celebrate the centenary in Kinross but it will 
not be issued until next year. Despite Covid-19 the Company 
is up and running again in the local church centre on Friday 
evenings. We are operating with changed timings and an 
adapted programme, still concentrating on badgework.
Anchors now run from 6-7pm and they were recently busy 
learning about the importance we place on the poppy for 
Remembrance Sunday. Staff clean and sanitise during the half 
hour interval before the Juniors come along at 7.30pm and the 
Company Section starts at 8pm. The three rooms in the centre 
means that these two sections can operate independently. 
Juniors finish at 9pm and Company at 9.30pm which gives staff 
time to clean and sanitise the rooms and equipment again.

Two members of the Company, George Milne and Callum Jack, 
were recently presented with their Queen’s Badges by Company 
Captain William Constable. This is the highest award in Boys 
Brigade. The two join a select group of boys and girls from the 
Kinross Company who have achieved this special award. 

As Sunday’s local Remembrance Parade was cancelled due to 
Covid-19, a colour bearer and a wreath layer from the Company 
took part in a special recorded service at the local Parish Church 
before paying their own respects at the Kinross War Memorial at 
the end of the service on Friday afternoon. Colour bearer David 
Savage lowered the Company colours in respect as Zoe Webster 
laid the Boys Brigade wreath at the foot of the memorial.

Kinross Museum
www.kinrossmuseum.org.uk
Since the museum reopened in early September, 
volunteers have been busy mounting seven new 
displays. These include the stories of George Thompson VC, 
the Rev Robert Leishman, the Crosswell Fountain, the Burgh 
and Provosts of Kinross, W&R Beveridge & Co., World War 
II Civilian Prisoners of War in the Far East and bottles and 
stoneware jars sold by shops in Kinross over 100 years ago.  
Under Covid-19 restrictions the museum is currently open 
to visitors on Saturdays and Sundays. For more information, 
check the museum website.

SWI Milnathort
Our President, Jean Paterson, and the committee would like to 
wish our members, Group members and the wider Federation, 
our best wishes for a safe and peaceful Christmas Season. We 
look forward to meeting up with everyone in the New Year, when 
we hope ‘normal service’ will be resumed as soon as possible. 

Inner Wheel
www.innerwheel.co.uk
We enjoyed a fascinating talk on ‘Caving in Scotland’ 
from Ivan Young at our November meeting. Ivan has 
many years of experience; not just in discovering caves, but in 
digging them out so that whole networks may be opened up. In 
the area he described, bear bones from 20,000 to 40,000 years 
ago were able to be brought out and identified. We are meeting 
over Zoom and welcome enquiries from anyone who would like 
to join us. Please get in touch with the club correspondent by 
email at jennymac101@icloud.com. We now have dates for our 
meetings for the rest of 2020 and early 2021 as detailed below:
7 Dec Claire Paton 
11 Jan  James Dawson, Fife Coast & Countryside Trust

David Savage and Zoe Webster lay the Remembrance Wreath.

Callum in white and George in blue, with their Queen’s Badges.
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Kinross Beavers
For our first night back after the October break, the beavers 
enjoyed a game of glow in the dark rounders in the Kirkgate 
Park using glow sticks to light up the bases, bat and the 
beavers!
Now that the clocks have changed and the darker nights are 
here, our meetings have temporarily moved to Saturdays at 
the end of October and beginning of November. For our first 
Saturday meeting the beavers did a litter pick in the Kirkgate 
Park to help keep the community tidy. They found a variety of 
items including empty packets of crisps/sweets, bottles, cans 
and one group even found a used firework! Well done to all 
who took part.
In early November, the beavers enjoyed a fun activity day at the 
Scout Adventure Centre, Fordell Firs, near Dunfermline. The 
beavers had a great time taking part in three different activities; 
archery, challenge course and the bungee trampoline. As they 
could not take part in the usual Remembrance Day activities 
this year, the beavers also took a moment to pay their respects 
by observing a one minute silence.
This term we have been delighted to say ‘hello’ to five new 
members; welcome to Danny, Rohan, Caiden, Lochlan and 
Hanna. 
The Beaver colony has been able to secure a new indoor 
location at the Milnathort Guide Hall for the winter months 
as the hall we usually use is currently closed. There are 
still plenty of activities to take part in before the Christmas 
holidays. We will be learning about bushcraft, doing some 
STEM tasks and also some Christmas activities, including 
some charity work. Full details of how the Beavers get on will 
be in the next Newsletter. 
Are you interested in volunteering with scouting? It’s easier 
than you think. We have opportunities both behind the scenes 
and directly supporting young people. With full support and 
training, you can volunteer on a flexible basis. Not only is it 
rewarding and great fun, you’ll also learn some brilliant skills 
transferable to the workplace and further education. Please 
contact us by email at kinrossbeavers@hotmail.co.uk for 
more information. 

Guide Dogs Kinross

the twelve Guide dogs of christmas

1 December (giving Tuesday) to 12 December
This Christmas we really need your help as we remain 
committed to supporting people with sight loss across the 
UK. To stay safe while we all follow government guidelines, 
our local fundraising groups have been unable to carry out 
thousands of collections planned across the UK. We rely on 
donations from the public to keep our life-changing services 
running. Less than 1% of our income comes from government 
funding.
December is always a great time for us to collect with 
everyone in the festive spirit. We know you really enjoy 
meeting our ‘four-legged fundraisers’ and they will be 
especially missed this Christmas. So, our many fundraising 
groups (over 400 of them) and thousands of volunteers 
from Perth to Plymouth and everywhere in between, are 
coming together to try to raise enough to fund twelve 
new guide dogs this Christmas! This initiative creates an 
opportunity for our fundraising groups to engage in safe 
and virtual fundraising.
The aim is for Kinross fundraisers to raise at least £12 a day 
from 1 to 12 December. To this end we have set up a Just 
Giving page online at www.justgiving.com/fundraising/
westfifeguidedogs. Here you can donate any amount up to 
or, indeed, exceeding £12. Every amount donated will help 
fund these twelve amazing life changers.
We will have a stall at the Christmas market, Covid-19 permitting. 
It will feature a range of homemade and guide dog stock to buy 
with contactless payments. We hope we can see you then. 
On a personal note, the handsome pup Charlie is now at Forfar 
in training. There is a huge Charlie shaped hole in our lives, but 
the reason we do this is for him to go onwards and become 
a life changer. Although it’s very hard, I wouldn’t say it’s 
impossible to bear. Hopefully another little pup will come my 
way to start the whole process again soon. I will let you know.
We all wish you a Healthy and Happy festive season. Stay safe 
and we will see you all again next year.

Club & Community Group News

Beavers Challenge Course – Fordell Firs.
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Kinross in Bloom
Everything is now in place for the 
winter months and we can have 
a couple of months off before we 
start all over again! For all of us 2020 has been the strangest 
year and I am sure that you will be hoping, along with 
everyone at Kinross in Bloom, for a more normal 2021!

This year the work on Crosswell Fountain was completed. 
We now have planning permission to put up the information 
board; all we need is to get a contractor to do the work. 
Thank you again to everyone who has supported us in this 
project. With the easing of lockdown we managed to get 
enough summer plants for all planters.

The team have now managed to get all the planters emptied 
of the summer plants. They were topped up with new soil and 
fertiliser and then planted with the winter pansies in a week!

We are hoping to take on a new project next year. Mungle’s statue 
(pictured right) at Swansacre needs some attention so we are 
hoping to get the greenery cut back, the statue cleaned and the 
inscription redone so we can read about the former Kinross GP. 

We are also hoping to buy a new picnic bench which is 
wheelchair friendly for Kirkgate Park. This will be installed in 
spring.

AGM and Office Bearers

At our Zoom AGM in November the office bearers for 2021 
were elected as follows: Chairperson, Graham Barnett; 
Treasurer, Aileen Sorbie; Secretary, Susan Mitchell.

Further Information

Hopefully, 2021 will be a better year and we can get back to 
our monthly meetings in the Church Centre. If you would like 
to join the Kinross in Bloom team, or just lend a hand, please 
contact susan.mitchell50@gmail.com

Kinnesswood in Bloom
We were very pleased to receive a cheque 
from the Kinross Newsletter to install a new 
interpretation board next to the cart in Gamekeepers. This 
will be dedicated to the agricultural past of the village. In 
addition we can move forward with renewing two of the 
raised beds at the school. Thank you very much for your 
continued support to our village improvements.

We are looking at developing the Michael Bruce Garden 
to improve access, make steps and paving safer and make 
improvements to the wall. Plans are being drawn up before 
we start looking at funding. More immediate funding plans 
are also being developed for the cottage.

Club & Community Group News

Michael Bruce Garden –  
Kinnesswood In Bloom’s next project?

The Mungle Drinking Fountain at Swansacre

Kinross In Bloom 200 Club

November draw

 1st No 87 Peter Stephenson 
 2nd No 33 Moira Hookham 
 3rd No 27 Anna Graham 
 4th No 84 Jill Whitfield

december draw

 1st No 52 George Milburn 
 2nd No 29 Elizabeth Harley  
 3rd No 51 Anne Milburn 
 4th No 32 Clare Hill
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Portmoak Primary School have also been looking at 
improvements to their school grounds and have applied to 
the Community Climate Access Fund. Much of this relates to 
the gardening work done with the children in normal times 
so we wish them every success.
Weather has disrupted some recent gardening work parties 
but people have been out in most of the village gardens. 
Recently 300 to 400 daffodil, bluebell and tulip bulbs were 
planted in Benarty View and beside the golf course. We look 
forward to seeing them in the spring.
We hope to keep everybody’s spirits up by putting up the 
Christmas tree in the picture garden as usual. Maybe more 
people will be around to enjoy it. It has been a difficult year 
for everyone. We send our best wishes to everyone in the 
village and surrounding area as well as our fellow bloomers 
in Take a Pride in Perthshire. 

Fairtrade in Kinross-shire
Why not think of giving a selection of Fairtrade goodies 
as a gift, at any time of the year?
Please contact us through Kinross Parish Church Office if you 
would like to purchase some Traidcraft goods, or go online and 
purchase directly from www.traidcraftshop.co.uk.

Kinross High School
With the end of the year fast approaching 
and Christmas just around the corner, it is 
safe to assume that most of us will be glad 
to bid farewell to 2020. It has been a year 
unlike any other in the history of Kinross High 
School and, although it has been challenging 
at times, there have been a number of silver linings. Not 
only have we all acquired new skills and found different 
ways to communicate but, as a nation, we also had to think 
hard about what was most important to Scotland and it is 
clear that keeping schools open to continue the education 
of young people has been a top priority. We are so proud of 
how pupils and staff have embraced all the different things 
they’ve been asked to do this year and the commitment 
everyone has shown to upholding our values (ambitious, 
resilient, responsible and compassionate) to keep everyone 
in our community safe.

Remembrance Events
In a year where almost all events have ground to a halt, we 
have had to find other ways to mark what is important to us. 
Each year, the learning community at Kinross High School are 
proud to take part in Remembrance events to commemorate 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice to protect others and 
2020 is no different. Mrs MacRae (acting Principal Teacher of 
History, Modern Studies and RMPS) said:
‘Remembrance is always a special time at Kinross High School 
and we wanted to make sure that this year, despite the 
challenges everyone is facing, we are still taking the time to 
remember those we have lost.’
During a digital assembly, pupils and staff heard from 
Lieutenant Colonel Andy Middlemiss who spoke about his 
family’s service and the importance of honouring those who 
fought and died for their country. S6 pupils, Katie and Molly, 
also gave their thoughts on what Remembrance means to 
them. Molly said:
‘There are a lot of similarities between this year and the hard 
times which have happened over the past 100 years and it’s 

important that we don’t forget the people that fought for our 
country and the sacrifices they have made. Just as many of you 
have done this year too. I think this year especially, both us and 
everyone involved in conflicts around the world realise more 
than ever how important the people around us are.’

While volunteers from Poppy Scotland have had to lay down 
their collection tins this year, pupils, their families and staff 
members were able to donate through the ParentPay system. 
S6 pupil Katie recalled,

‘For as long as I can remember, every November I have worn 
a poppy to show my gratitude and pay tribute to the soldiers 
who have fought and died for our freedom. This year I feel it 
is particularly important to remember the fallen in order to 
demonstrate that even through times of crisis, Remembrance 
still holds a special place in our hearts and we will remember 
them.’

Unable to lay wreaths this year, pupils were instead given the 
opportunity to decorate their own poppies to display in their 
windows at home. Similarly, S1 Art and Design classes have 
been painting Remembrance stones and leaves which will be 
on display in school. S2 and S3 pupils are learning about Black 
British, African and Caribbean service people in World War 
One in History and the English department have been studying 

Recipe
Supplied by Kinnesswood in Bloom

Turkey Casserole
It looks like there might be a lot of leftover turkey this 
year. Here’s a recipe providing one delicious way to use 
some. Vary quantities and ingredients to suit your own 
leftovers.

Ingredients
100g breadcrumbs 
100g parmesan cheese (divided) 
100g butter (divided) 
1 small onion 
100g sliced mushrooms 
4 tbsp flour or cornflour 
500ml chicken stock 
100g grated cheddar 
600g cubed cooked turkey 
220g dried egg noodles or pasta (cooked) 
100g frozen peas 
3 tablespoons freshly chopped parsley 
1 tablespoon lemon juice

Method
Preheat oven to 190 degrees celsius. In a medium bowl 
combine breadcrumbs with a third of the parmesan and 
half the butter. Set aside.
In a saucepan melt the remaining butter and add the 
onion and mushrooms. Cook, stirring until softened. Add 
flour and cook, stirring for one minute more. Gradually 
pour in the stock and bring to the boil. Reduce the heat 
and stir until thickened. Remove from the heat and stir in 
the cheddar and remaining parmesan until melted.
Add the remaining ingredients and season. Butter a baking 
dish and add turkey casserole. Top with breadcrumbs, 
and bake until golden for about 20 minutes.
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World War Two poetry, including Wilfred Owen’s Dulce et 
Decorum est.
As Big Ben chimed 11 o’clock on 11 November, pupils and 
staff participated in a two-minute silence and thought about 
those who gave so much for so many. 

Halloween Treasure Hunt
Keen to give back to our local community and provide some 
entertainment for children of Kinross, our S3 and S4 Early 
Years and Childcare classes painted 180 rocks in the guise 
of spooky ghouls and creatures which were hidden along 
the path leading from the Health Centre to Burleigh Sands 
and back round past Milnathort Golf Course. We were 
really pleased to see families taking part and showing their 

printed on to over 100 
masks and donated to 
Kinross High School for 
the free use of pupils and 
staff. Annie Scrimgeour, 
Founder and Director of 
Parable Pod Counselling, 
extended a huge thank you 
‘to each and every pupil 

who has worked so hard to create 
a beautiful design.’ We’d also like 
to thank Annie and her team for 
providing our pupils with this 
unique opportunity. 
We have proved that even a global 
pandemic can’t stop the community 
at Kinross High School learning and 
achieving together and, as we look 
forward to Christmas and the New 

Year with a renewed sense of hope for the future, we know 
there will be a lot of positives 
we’ll carry into 2021 with us. 
So although 2020 won’t 
be missed by many, we 
can still cherish the silver 
linings; technology has 
helped us find new ways 
of working; the pandemic 
has prompted us all to be 
more considerate of others 

around us and shown us the 
power of being kind; and 
we have all found different 
ways to be close to those 
who matter most to us, 
even when we have to stay 
apart. From everyone at 
Kinross High School, have 
a Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year! 

Kinross Centre
Hi everyone, well what can we say? I’m sure we are not 
the only ones who are struggling to keep up with all the 
different rules and regulations that are being bestowed on 
us at the moment. However, we must obey the rules. 
We had really hoped to be open by now (or at least have a date 
to aim for) but, as things are changing at the moment, it’s safer 
for everyone to continue as we are for just a little longer. 
Meanwhile, staff and volunteers dressed up at Halloween to 
deliver the lunches, it was good to give the service users a bit 
of a laugh. 

MR & MRS THE HANDY TEAM

Painting, decorating, repairs interior/exterior 
General maintenance work 

Flat pack assemble assistance 
No job too small / free quotes

CONTACT/TEXT 07532811723 / 075328141124

Email: mrandmrsreadyforaction@gmail.com

appreciation on social media. 

Parable Pod Counselling ‘Design a Mask’ Competition

Over the last couple of months, S2 pupils have been working 
incredibly hard on their face masks designs in Art as part 
of a competition run by local Social Enterprise Parable Pod 
Counselling. The wearable works of art reflect our school 
values and use just three colours. 

The panel of judges made up of local artists and community 
members had a tough job on their hands but they’ve made 
their final decision. The four winning designs are being 

Ambitious by Lucy Milne

Compassionate by Sophie Lasisi

Resilient by Eve Holdsworth

Responsible by Anna Gilkison-Davies
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At the moment we are trying to plan a Christmas lunch. 
However, it seems that we will still be delivering meals out for 
the time being. Who knows, maybe Santa will help us deliver 
the meals this Christmas!

Our weekly quiz and bingo are also proving to be extremely 
popular with over 30 people taking part. Both activities are 
open to anyone who would like to take part. If you would like to 
participate, please just pop in on a Monday, or phone us, and we 
will pop the sheet through you door. Then bring your contribution 
back on or before the Friday of that week. Prizes to be won. 
We are still doing small morning or afternoon trips in the 
mini-bus. Social distancing and strict hygiene measures are in 
place on the bus and we can’t go far because of the current 
tier situation, but we must keep safe. We can also only take 
two service users on the bus at one time.
We are continuing with our meals and are currently delivering 
around 50 meals per day. Shopping and medication deliveries 
will also continue for as long as needed.
Once again, a massive thank you goes to all the hard working 
staff, volunteers and committee at Kinross Centre and all 
other organisations in this area. You are all a credit to the 
community. We couldn’t get through this difficult time 
without you. Meanwhile, please stay safe!
We would love you to be involved with the Kinross Centre 
either as a service-user, a volunteer or as a supporter. If you 
would like further information please contact Nan Cook on 
01577 863869. 

Portmoak Community  
Woodland Project
www.portmoakcw.org.uk
It’s a funny time of year to write about the 
community woodlands because, on the face of it, nothing 
much is happening and everything’s shutting down. 
However, over the coming winter months you may spot 
some changes. 
Away from the woods, in offices and workshops, projects are 
underway to freshen things up and improve the outdoors 
habitat for both humans and nature. 
A new bench seat is to be installed in Portmoak Moss by 
the Woodland Trust Scotland, replacing the rather aged one 
beside the main path across the peat dome. This is a very 

popular spot for bird watchers hoping to see and photograph 
green woodpeckers. It’s also a good one because the birds 
tend to fly along the edge of the woodland and sit on the 
dead trees out in the middle of the bog. 
Meanwhile, there’s going to be more work on the peat 
dome to remove some of the larger trees at the western 
end and improve the chances of sphagnum moss spreading. 
Sphagnum is the building block of peat bogs but it can’t grow 
in places where trees are drying out the ground. 
Up on the hill, in Kilmagad Wood, there will be a new sign 
near the entrance with information and pictures to tell you 
about this special wood at the start of your walk. There 

PROPERTY & WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY 
BY YOUR LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER

Video Communication Consultancy 
available via fiverr.com

Is your house not selling quick enough?

Drone specialist services

Tel: Vincent 07949 377 475 
www.vincentanthonymedia.com

Staff and volunteers dressed up for Halloween.
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will also be a new board telling the story of the Portmoak 
Community Orchard.
Other work will include removing some of the deer fencing 
along the top edges of the orchard and the (relatively) newly 
planted areas. Some sections of it are falling down and it is no 
longer needed to protect the trees. There will still be a fence 
along the roadside as PCWG and WTS know how much this is 
valued by dog owners and parents of young children.
Usually at this time of year we’re telling you all about our 
Christmas tree event but, at the moment, we don’t know 
whether Covid-19 restrictions will allow us to hold it or, if we 
do, what form it might take. We have pencilled in Sunday 13 
December. Obviously we would run it according to Scottish 
Government guidance and we’ll have to see what they say 
nearer the time. Please check our website and Facebook 
page for information about whether or not we’ll be able to 
go ahead this year. 
Choosing a tree in Portmoak Moss has become a tradition 
for many people. It is a great community event and a really 
festive afternoon out. If we don’t see you to wish you a Merry 
Christmas in person, please have a good one and we’ll look 
forward to meeting up again in 2021. 

Kinross-shire Primary Parent 
Council 
This has been a difficult year for children of all ages and 
Kinross Primary Parent Council are trying their best to 
support the school and the pupils in any way they can.
In a normal year, we’d raise in excess of £5000 through our 
various events like the Summer Fayre, prize raffle, school 
discos and other fundraisers.  These funds go towards 
any number of activities that help to enrich and support 
the learning experiences for all pupils.  Our Arts & Culture 
programme brings author visits, circus workshops and 
fabulous live performances to our school, as well as offering 
children the opportunity to try out crafts like screen-printing.  
Programmes like this are a vital complement to the day to day 
teaching and learning that takes place at Kinross Primary, and 
offers access to a range of experience that would otherwise 
be out of reach to many of our pupils.
Obviously, this year has been very different and we’ve had to 
be creative in our fundraising, not least because so much of 
it happens face to face with cash, which is no longer possible.  
Here are a few of the ways we are raising funds, and some 
information on how you could help too.
We’ve sold school hoodies with a commission deal in place 
from the suppliers. These are a great addition given that 
there are changing facilities available at present. This way, 
gym days are cosier!  

Portmoak Hall 100 Club 

october draw

1st No 86 David Buchan  Kinnesswood

2nd No 2 Rita Pritchard  Kinnesswood

3rd No 26 Tanya Loftus  Scotlandwell

Every pupil had the opportunity to design Christmas cards 
which are then available to purchase, along with a range of 
other gifts with the same design.  The school gets commission 
on every sale.

We have created a Go Fund Me page where those who are 
able, can make a donation of any amount to support the work 
of KPPC.  We have been overwhelmed by the kindness of the 
parents and carers of Kinross Primary.  Follow the link www.
gofundme.com/f/6yjj9-kinross-primary-school/ to make a 
donation, or to see exactly what a donation will buy and how 
funds have been spent in the past.

We are also super excited to announce the Kinross Santa 
Route from 4 to 6 December!  Buy your Santa Route Bag from 
our good friends at Baillies for £3. Thanks as always to them 
for their continued support. In that bag you will find a map, a 
notepad and pencil and a little treat. Follow the map to find 
each Santa. Each one has a corresponding letter.  Make the 
word, and submit your answer. A winner is chosen at random 
and will win a prize! Thanks to Hunters of Kinross who have 
kindly donated a prize voucher.   

Due to Covid-19 regulations, the learning games and toys 
used in school must be cleaned every day and cannot be 
shared between classes. This mean we have 18 sets of loose 
parts play, games and other educational toys to find.  We 
recently put out a request for help in donating any Lego which 
is a great tool for learning, easy to clean and universally loved 
by all!  Lots of people kindly donated but we could always use 
more.  The school have indicated that more Lego and toy cars 
would be most welcome, so if you have any of those lying 
around you’d be happy to donate, please call the school on 
01577 867272 to arrange collection.

This is not the year full of fun events we had hoped for, but 
we are trying to do all we can to make Kinross Primary as 
enriching and positive as we can.  We’re looking forward to 
reporting on which wonderful experiences our fundraising 
delivers. Thanks to the Kinross community for their support 
and generosity.

ALTERED IMAGES

 UNISEX HAIRSTYLING 

in the comfort of your own home

Call LINDA on 01577 863860
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Club & Community Group News

The Kinross-shire Civic Trust
Helping protect, conserve and provide a better built and natural environment

www.kinross-shirecivictrust.org Find us on Facebook

Email: KinrossshireCivicTrustSecy@gmail.com

To put it mildly, 2020 has been a very 
difficult year in so many different 
aspects. The Civic Trust has continued to 
pursue its objectives in a number of ways 
and it will continue to do so in 2021.

Planning
Members of the Trust’s Planning 
Committee, led by Eileen Thomas, have 
continued to follow planning matters. 
They have commented on 25 individual 
planning applications so far this year, 
as well as raising wider issues such as 
procedural arrangements at PKC and 
concerns regarding the potential effects of 
development on the wider environment.
Persimmon Appeal: As reported last 
month, Persimmon have appealed to 
the Scottish Government’s Planning 
and Environmental Appeals Division 
(DPEA) over PKC’s refusal of their 
application for 169 dwellings on phase 
2 of Lathro Farm. (Planning officers 
had recommended the application 
for approval but the Planning and 
Development Management Committee 
of Councillors refused it.)
The Trust has sent two very detailed 
submissions to the DPEA. These state 
the various planning grounds on 
which the Trust believes permission 
should be refused, but also reveal an 
astonishing number of inconsistencies 
in statements and figures within the 
Persimmon documents.

The Trust has discovered that, in their 
recent application, Persimmon shifted 
a piece of land from phase 1 to phase 2 
in the site drawing, despite the phases 
having been set in a legal agreement 
signed in 2017. The effect is that an area 
that would have had four houses on it 
under the original consent would have 
eleven houses if the recent application 
was approved. PKC seem to have been 
unaware of this fiddling with the phase 
boundary as their calculation of the 
dwelling numbers in the report that went 
to committee did not match Persimmon’s. 
The application, if successful, would 
result in 372 houses across the whole 
of Lathro Farm. The site had an 
allocation of 260 dwellings in the Local 
Development Plan.
The Trust will watch the progress of 
the appeal with great interest. All 
the documents can be found at dpea.
scotland.gov.uk and by searching for 
case PPA-340-2139.

Well Kept County Competition
The Best Kept Village Competition was 
created by the late Sir Robert Stewart 
over 50 years ago and has been a 
continued success over all the years and 
supported by the villages and hamlets 
of Kinross-shire and Glenfarg for all that 
time. Sadly, Sir Robert passed away 
last year but he was a continuous and 
enthusiastic supporter of the Trust.

We renamed the competition the Well 
Kept County Competition to reflect that 
we now have two competitions, one 
for villages and one for hamlets. David 
Hill, along with the Awards Committee, 
succeeded in having the 2020 Well 
Kept County Competition concluded 
before the lockdown was put in place. 
The Trust is very grateful for this and 
congratulates again all the villages and 
hamlets that took part.

The Trust intends that the competition will 
take place next year, although, in line with 
its programme, the competition will be in 
July for 2021. We look forward to this and 
a full representation from the villages and 
hamlets in Kinross-shire and Glenfarg.

On this page are some photographs to 
reflect the efforts made by the villages 
and hamlets in recent years.

Memorial Tree, Glenlomond

Glenfarg

Planter in Powmill A garden in Crook of Devon
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Club & Community Group News

Raingardens Challenge
The exciting new project for the Civic 
Trust for this year and for the next is 
the Raingarden Challenge, led by Brian 
D’Arcy. You will have seen the articles 
appearing in the Newsletter about the 
progress of the projects and the Trust 
is very pleased to be involved in this 
scheme to enhance the environmental 
impact of future housing and other 
developments in Kinross-shire.
We are grateful for the support 
provided by SEPA, Perth & Kinross 
Council, the Scottish Government, and 
the Kinross Newsletter Fund. We’ve 

Left and above
Autumn colour in the forest floor raised bed 
raingarden at Portmoak Primary School, 
November 2020. We are grateful to Marmax 
Products for supplying the raingarden.

Below and top right
Ox-eye daisies in bloom in the grass swale on 
the West Kinross link road, and a carder bee on 
a patch of bird’s foot trefoil in the drier third 
section of the swale, further along the road; 2021 
prospects.

peak flows slowly to reduce impacts on 
the sewer systems. We are grateful to 
the enthusiasts at Portmoak Primary 
School (staff and pupils) and the local 
Kinnesswood in Bloom volunteers for 
making this possible.
In summary, we are on track to 
achieve 20 raingardens (new or 
enhanced existing features) by our 
new target of 31 May next year and 
looking forward to a bright spring and 
summer in 2021 as the raingardens 
come into bloom. 
So the Civic Trust looks forward to a 
positive programme for the next year. 
There is a lot for us to concentrate on 
and help our aims of helping protect, 
conserve and develop a better built and 
natural environment.
We wish everyone a Happy Christmas 
and very best wishes for 2021.

been working with the local schools 
too, starting with Portmoak Primary. 
The raingarden there is helping 
demonstrate how raingardens can be 
used to reduce runoff after cloudbursts, 
capturing much of the rain and using 
it to grow plants, whilst releasing the 

Facebook.com/EvelynsFitnessFlow

I’ve missed you all and 
can’t wait to be enjoying 
fitness together again as 
soon as it’s safe to do so.

For all the latest updates 
follow my new Facebook 
page or call 07884233144.

f i tness  f low

• Freestyle Fitness Yoga
• Pilates
• Bootcamp 
• Bodyweight HIIT

new

classes

coming

soon
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Sports News
Kinross Rugby Club

Mini and Midi Sections

This year has been slow moving in terms of 
recruiting numbers at younger ages. Our P1, P2 
and P3 groups are now growing steadily thanks to advertising 
by Cath Devanny and her team at Active Schools.

Although the weather hasn’t been great lately, we will continue to 
train outside due to the restrictions that are in place and the fact 
that we are unable to use the school indoor gym halls. We still 
have lots of spaces left at these younger age groups; if your child is 
P1 (or 5 years old), then he or she can come along and give it a go 
at KGV playing fields on Saturdays from 10.30-11.30am.

Meanwhile, we asked one of our P2 girls, Carys Williams, 
some questions about the sport: 

Q.1. Why do you like playing rugby? 

Q.2. Why do you like the sport? 

Q.3. What’s the one thing that makes you come back? 

Her answer was: ‘I play rugby because I love sports and 
want to be in the rugby club and be strong. I like it because 
it’s really fun and I am getting fit and it’s really, really, really, 
fun. I don’t want to miss it!’

So why not bring your kids along on Saturday mornings and 
get them to try it? 

We have recently started a girls’ team for varying ages 
between S1 to S6. Sessions are on Wednesday nights from 
6.30-8pm. Some of the girls have played rugby before and 
some have not but, after our fourth week of training, they 
are doing really well and numbers increase every week. After 
only their second training session, some of the girls were a 
hit on Twitter after they took part in a short video filmed by 
their coach Georgina Adams. The clip is for ‘Scottish Women 
and Girls in Sport’ week. Describing why they got into sport, 
these girls stood for a few minutes to share their experiences 
and what it feels like to participate in a sport. Well done girls; 
keep it going!

Kinross Volleyball
After changing our weekly outdoor sessions from Monday 
night to Sunday afternoon, we had rain on first two Sundays 
of November! This meant that we could not play volleyball, 
much to everyone’s frustration. The October Sunday afternoon 
sessions were well supported. Both of the new portable courts 
were used, allowing two games of 4-a-side to take place. 
A mixture of boys and girls from Kinross High School, together 
with adults from the club have recently been joined by some 
boys from Beath High School who would like to play organised 
volleyball. There is a wide range of abilities but the club has 
a welcoming approach and senior members are guiding the 
youngsters providing hints and tips along the way.
It seems that outdoor volleyball will continue into the new 
year as Covid-19 shows no sign of receding and indoor sports 
facilities are unlikely to reopen soon. We may have the 
opportunity to play ‘snow volleyball’ for the first time; this 
new version of the sport is being touted as an addition to the 
winter Olympic Games sometime in the near future.
Hopefully we will be able to hold our popular Christmas fancy 
dress competition on the Sunday afternoon before Christmas. 
All present and past players are welcome. 
New members and beginners are still welcome on Sunday 
afternoons. Sessions start at the new time of 2.30pm during 
December and January until the slightly longer hours of 
daylight appear again. All outdoor sessions are free so just 
come along and play. All participants must provide Track and 
Trace details. Everyone must also comply with sanitisation 
before and after sessions.
For further information contact club coach Dave Munro on 
01577 862126.

Kinross Road Runners
http://kinrossroadrunners.weebly.com.

Programme for December:
December

Wed 2 2 mile time trial 
Wed 9 KGV diagonals 
Sun 13 Club Christmas H’cap 10k at 10am 
Wed 16 Hill Reps 
Wed 23 5 x 4 minute intervals 
Sat 26  Boxing Day run at 10am

P1, P2 and P3 Rugby players
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 Sports News

Kinross Golf Club
www.kinrossgolfclub.co.uk

A Message From Our Captain, Simon Dunn
It’s almost two years since Hogmanay 2018; while 
on holiday in Lanzarote with family and friends, I 
received a text asking if I would accept the nomination made 
by our previous captain and now treasurer, David Eastop, 
to stand as captain of Kinross Golf Club. I was already on 
the committee and doing my very best to make a positive 
contribution as Junior Convenor. I wasn’t initially convinced 
that it was the right thing for me to do, and wasn’t sure 
the timing was quite right. There are some big shoes to fill 
and it’s a fair commitment of time, energy and enthusiasm 
and I asked for some time to consider before accepting the 
nomination.
My father Archie Dunn was captain of this great institution on 
two occasions during the 1980s. His proudest moment was 
hosting a Pro-Am to celebrate the club centenary in 1984; the 
club having been instituted in 1884, and led by its very first 
captain, The Reverend, Mr David Smith of St Paul’s Church, so 
back to my theme of some big shoes to fill!
A total of 24 founder members paid an annual subscription of 
£1 each in the first year and golf in Kinross began on what is 
now known as the Kirkgate Park. This land was offered by then 
resident of Kinross House, Sir Basil Montgomery, a forebear of 
our current landlords at the Kinross Estate Company, Sir David 
and Jamie Montgomery. Of course, we have since moved to 
our current location on our 36 superbly maintained holes at 
the Beeches Park, opposite the Green Hotel in Kinross.
Anyhoo, I digress! After a couple of days of deliberation and 
contemplation, chats with Lynne, my wife and confidant of 
almost 20 years, a few more San Miguel’s with family and 
friends in the Playa Blanca Sunshine (what I wouldn’t give 
to be there now), I decided that now was probably the right 
time. I may never have another opportunity; seize the day 
they said and so the text of affirmation was sent and the 
journey to become captain of Kinross Golf Club began.
However I’m now almost a year into my tenure and words like 
‘lockdown’, ‘guidance’, ‘tiers’ and worst of all, ‘covid’ have all 
become part of our everyday language in Kinross, Scotland, 
the UK and all around the world. People are suffering on a 
daily basis as things constantly change and evolve and the 

virus spreads and mutates. As captain of Kinross Golf Club, 
along with Gill Pettigrew, our lady captain, Scott Michie our 
vice captain, John Fraser our honorary secretary, David Eastop 
our treasurer and Andy Jackson our unofficial match secretary 
and constant contributor (all volunteers) we are in daily (nay 
sometimes hourly) contact, trying to keep abreast of decisions 
that require to be made constantly (thanks WhatsApp). It can 
be fairly stressful considering the other pressures of life that we 
are all under; working, growing families, missing other family. 
I’m very grateful to all of them for their positive contribution 
and encouragement and they are the first people that this 
message is really about and why it began.

I take this opportunity to wish my fellow office bearers and 
their extended families all the very best for the festive season 
and beyond. The criticism of those outside the auspices of 
office (if you’re reading this and feel you wish to contribute 
please let me know) can be a source of great frustration but 
I know, and am always conscious, that you’re all here for the 
right reasons and doing your very best to protect, preserve 
and enhance the experience of all of our members for the 
betterment of our great institution. Lang may yer lumbs reek!

It would also be remiss of me not to mention all our other 
conveners; Gordon Jackson (junior) Tom Graham (house) 
Gary Duncan (social) John Low (seniors) and our committee 
members whose tireless work continues to be a source of 
great inspiration. Once again, I’m grateful for their constant 
support and encouragement and I wish them all a very happy, 
healthy and prosperous festive period and 2021.

To our clubhouse manager, Iain Wallace, and his staff, Joyce 
Paterson (Catering Manager) Debbie Spalding (Catering 
Assistant) Susan Quinn (Office Manager) and all their support 
staff; it’s another new normal but you’re doing a grand job 
under very difficult circumstances and we all appreciate the 
flexibility and good natured spirit with which you are constantly 
adapting to the changing picture and new legislation. Thanks 
for all your efforts and we wish you Feliz Navidad.

To all the Estate Company staff, Andy Crawford (Head 
Greenskeeper) Greig McSporran (Head Professional) and 
their relevant staffs; we know you do not come under the 
auspices of Kinross Golf Club but, nevertheless, we take this 
opportunity to thank you all for your efforts, The courses 
have been fantastic and the great service, help and advice 
from Greig and his team is always welcome, A very Merry 

Captains v Vice Captains match was 
well fought this year with Simon and Gill 
scraping a half point win. Despite this the 
Vice Captains team emerged victorious 
with a 7 and half to 5 and a half victory. 
Thank you everyone who played and 
supported their teams.
Pictured left to right are Captain Simon 
Dunn, Ladies Captain Gill Pettigrew, 
Ladies Vice Captain Jean Graham and 
Vice Captain Scott Michie
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Christmas and a Happy New Year!

Finally, to all our members; your support throughout the 
year (this year of all years) has been outstanding. Yes there 
have been frustrations, yes there has been some criticism 
and yes we have not always carried things through correctly 
but I know the vast majority appreciate the efforts of all 
those mentioned above. There are more people playing 
competitive golf at Kinross now than at any point in the past; 
we are receiving new membership applications on an almost 
daily basis as people realise the benefit of outdoor exercise. 
‘A good walk spoiled’ I hear you say. Well I don’t particularly 
like walking; I do it because our dog forces me to! So ‘a poor 
walk enhanced’ is my motto for golf!

As for me, well I’m doing my best and trying to rise to the 
challenge. It’s a two year tenure so I’m ever hopeful that 
2021 will be better than 2020 and, if I’m honest, I don’t think 
it could be much worse.

The festive period for us is always a joyous occasion and, 
come what may, it will be no different this year. We will 
make the most of whatever circumstances prevail and we 
will remember that the virus will diminish. A working vaccine 
looks to be on the horizon soon and we will overcome this 
period of depression, bad news and tiresome lockdowns. 
When it recedes into the background we will look forward 
with renewed optimism and hope to the future and do our 
level best to leave things better than we found them.

Good health, long life and happiness to you all!

As always Kinross Golf Club is open to visitors and new 
members. Anyone wishing to play or join should contact the 
pro shop or the club manager for an application form. We 
look forward to seeing you at the club soon.

Orwell Bowling Club
Due to Covid-19, this was the season that never happened! 
No club competitions have been played and there have been 
no friendly games or external competitions. We had one or 
two bounce games on the green following strict guidance 
from Bowls Scotland and adhering to Scottish Government 
regulations.

The AGM has not been arranged yet due to social distancing 
and other regulations. Therefore, the officials will remain in 
place until we can hold it. 

Let’s hope that Covid-19 will have gone by next season and 
we can all get back to normality. In the meantime, stay safe.

Kinross Otters
Where to begin? After several months 
of no training, we were delighted to 
welcome our swimmers back to the pool 
in September. Our Chair Nigel Martin 
and Head Coach Fiona Dodds worked 
tirelessly for several weeks behind the scenes to devise a 
realistic and compliant plan that would get us back in the 
water without compromising the anyone’s safety.
The return plan involved a great deal of discussion with Live 
Active Loch Leven, Live Active Leisure, Scottish Swimming, 
SASA, the Midland District committee, parents, swimmers 
and many others. It was further complicated by the flooding 
event at Perth Leisure Pool where our friendly rivals Perth 
City Swim Club train. They were facing being unable to get 
back to their pool for several months. 
Many of their swimmers compete at the highest level and the 
ability to train is vital for them to maintain their fitness and 
achieve their goals. Therefore, we have worked hard with 
them to ensure that the pool time we manage to secure has 
provision for their swimmers as well.
Looking forward to the future, a potential loss of pool time 
and facilities impacts not only the swimmers themselves 
both physically and mentally, but also has a negative effect 
on the numbers of coaches, poolside helpers and technical 
officials who move through the ranks. 
These roles are key in ensuring that both recreational and 
competitive swimming continues to thrive and impacts the 
future of our sport at every level, as well as the general fitness 
and wellbeing of future generations. We are so grateful to 
everyone who helped to get us swimming again!

PETE THE PAINTER

For all your painting, decorating 
and general home maintenance

Flat pack assembly

Over 40 years’ experience 
giving quality work

Very competitive rates 
‘No job too small’

Contact: call or text Pete 07532 814124

 Sports News
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We want to thank all the coaches and swimmers for embracing 
the new way of doings with little complaint and to the officials 
who have retrained as Covid officers and Track and Trace 
monitors to ensure that Otters, poolside helpers, coach and 
LALL staff are kept safe during our sessions. We continue to 
adhere to all policies relating to swimming and Covid-19 and 
will change our procedures as legislation develops.

However, we didn’t rest up during lockdown; the coaches 
created a fabulous programme of social and physical 
challenges to help keep morale up and keep friendships 
strong. Our over-12s and many of their parents got involved 
in open water sessions with our friends at Willowgate 
Activity Centre. Many of them really caught the bug and are 
still braving the waters even now!

Our Warm Weather Training Camp, due to take place in 
October in Mallorca, has been postponed until 2021. This 
gives the swimmers more time to fundraise. Swim Camps 
like this offer an excellent opportunity to train in exceptional 
facilities and for swimmers and coaches alike to improve and 
learn new skills. 

Our new fundraising team continue to look at creative ways 
to secure donations for the club for these and other events 
and expenses. At the time of writing, we are busy creating 
an array of crafts and gifts for our stall at the Festive Market.

Our coaches continue to build up fitness with drills and 
training and try to inject some socially distanced fun into the 
sessions as well. Our swimmers certainly seem to be happy 
to be back with a near 100% return rate across all squads; 
even with 2m-distanced queuing outside at each session! 

We’re so proud of their commitment. #ottersforlife

Kinross Badminton Club 
We all miss playing badminton but the club remains closed 
due to Covid-19 restrictions. At the present time, Loch Leven 
community campus is not open to adult indoor sports clubs, 
and we don’t expect any change to that this side of Christmas. 

Badminton Scotland have published guidelines stating that 
adult doubles badminton is permitted in level zero to two 
areas if appropriate safety measures are in place. They 
recommend many restrictions, such as a maximum of six 
players per court and pre-booking attendance. 

Therefore, even when the campus reopens for indoor sports, 
the badminton club will not be able to operate as it would in 
normal times. The committee will revisit the situation in the 
new year to assess whether reopening is possible and, if so, 
whether club members will be keen to play if the activities 
are as restricted as Badminton Scotland recommend.

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page for any updates 
on the club as we will publish any news about developments 
there. Club president Bill Macdonald and the committee 
wish all club members a happy Christmas. We look forward 
to playing again sometime in 2021 – hopefully!

 Sports News

An ideal gift for a Scots Christmas

“A Yuill Carl”: Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol” translated into  
‘guid braid’ Scots by Iain WD Forde, of Scotlandwell.  

Illustrations and cover by the author. 
Includes one hour audio CD read by Norrie Thomson. 

Available at £7.99 from Kinnesswood Shop, Lochend Farm Shop and  
Loch Leven’s Larder or from susanforde@fons-scotiae.scot  

at £8.50 including p+p (no p+p if more than one copy). 
Cheques payable to Susan FG Forde. 

FONS SCOTIAE: SCOTS LANGUAGE PUBLISHING 
L E I R  G U I D  B R A I D  S C O T S  |  L E A R N  G O O D  B R O A D  S C O T S  

“An sae, as Nakkettie 
Tam obsairvit, Gode 
Bliss Uz, Ilkane!” 

When sending your club or sports item to 
the Newsletter, please put the name of your 

club/sport in the email subject line
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Local Volunteer Opportunities
Broke not Broken is a voluntary organisation working for the 
prevention and relief of poverty by providing support and practical 
assistance to individuals and families experiencing hardship. Please 
contact admin@brokenotbroken.org to find out how you can help.

Greyhound Rescue Fife at Baltree Country Centre, Gairneybank, 
Kinross, needs volunteers to clean the kennels and walk and feed 
the greyhounds. Can you help? Phone 01592 890583. Visit our 
website at www.greyhoundrescuefife.com 

Kinross in Bloom: Volunteer group that provides and maintains 
floral displays to enhance the environment of Kinross. If you are 
interested in volunteering, please contact Susan Mitchell at: susan.
mitchell50@gmail.com 

Kinross-shire Day Centre: We are looking for volunteers to serve 
meals and help with day trips and activities, such as bingo and 
singing, for a lively bunch of over-aged teenagers (over 65s). If you 
would like to find out more, we would love to hear from you. Pop in 
and speak to Nan or telephone 01577 863869.

KLEO (Kinross-shire Local Events Organisation): If you enjoy local 
events on your doorstep, like the monthly Kinross Farmers' market 
and the winter festival events (concerts, comedy and the festive 
street market), please join the KLEO team! For more info about 
KLEO events, go to www.kleo.org.uk. If interested, please contact 
Bouwien Bennet at info@kleo.org.uk or call 01577 863107.

RSPB Scotland Loch Leven: We need volunteer fundraisers to 
help support the wonderful world of nature on our doorstep. 
Pin badges, bucket collections, events and sponsored walks – if 
you’d like to join our team, please contact Lyndsay Stobie at:  
Lyndsay.Stobie@rspb.org.uk or call 01577 862355. 

Kinross (Marshall) Museum: The Museum Trust is looking for 
volunteers to help care for Kinross-shire’s heritage collections 
and man the Museum Study Room in the Loch Leven Community 
Campus on Thursdays and Saturdays. If you would like to know 
more, drop by or contact the Museum on 01577 867153 or email: 
information@kinrossmuseum.org.uk
Swansacre Playgroup: A long established charity playgroup for 
children aged 2-5 years, we need volunteers to help support us 
with play sessions. For more information, please email swansacre@
gmail.com
Kinross Heart Start: Campaign to secure funds for public access 
defibrillators in Kinross. Contact Pamela Hunter to find out how you 
can volunteer on 01577 862419.

Light Up Kinross is a small local charity with responsibility for 
Kinross Christmas lights and decorations. We require additional 
volunteers to assist with fundraising and administration of the 
lights. If you are interested, please contact David Colliar, email 
davidcolliar@tiscali.co.uk or Bill Freeman, email billywhizkid78@
gmail.com or contact our Facebook page.

Common Grounds: Charity café staffed by volunteers on Tuesdays, 
Wednesday, Fridays and Saturdays in Guide Hall, Church Street, 
Milnathort. Open to public 10am-12.30pm. Opportunity to serve 
in café or bake for the café. Also opportunity to gain recognised 
hours towards Duke of Edinburgh Awards and Saltire Awards for 
young people 16 years and over. Funds raised are used to support 
charities mainly in Africa. Contact: Convener Elspeth Caldow on 
01577 863350 or Secretary Linda Freeman on 01577 865045 for 
more information.

The Potager Garden is a small community garden in Bowton Road, 
Kinross, KY13 8EQ. It is a registered charity run by volunteers, a 
main aim being to give education to schoolchildren about plants, 
gardening and the environment. If you would like more information 
about our volunteering opportunities, please contact the Convenor, 
Amanda James, on 01577 840809, or amandajames1577@gmail.
comChildren’s Hospices Across Scotland: Can you spare a few 
hours of your time? We are looking for volunteers in our kitchen, 
housekeeping, driving, childcare and garden teams.

Anyone who is interested is welcome to come for a visit. Please 
contact us by phone on 01577 865777 or email volunteering@
chas.org.uk. To apply online visit www.chas.org.uk.

Seamab is a residential school that cares for some of the most 
vulnerable children in Scotland. We are looking for volunteers to 
help us place and manage collecting cans. Volunteering for Seamab 
makes a huge difference to the lives of the children and is a great way 
to meet people and develop new skills. For more information contact 
Melloney Flinn at mflinn@seamab.org.uk or call 01577 840307.

SSAFA, The Armed Forces charity is always on the look out for new 
volunteers in a variety of roles: client case working (free training is 
provided), admin office roles, fundraising when back on stream, or 
PR/media work. Contact the Branch Secretary 01738 625346.

Milnathort Town Hall committee: Can you spare a couple of 
hours a month? We are looking for volunteers to join us. For more 
information please contact us at milnathorttownhall1@gmail.com. 

Volunteering with Aberlour!

We are currently recruiting new volunteers to support Aberlour, 
Scotland’s Children’s Charity. If you have a genuine interest in the 
wellbeing of children and families and live in Perth and Kinross we 
would love to hear from you.To find out more, visit www.aberlour.
org.uk/volunteer, or contact Shonagh (Volunteer Coordinator) on 
07864 625069/shonagh.ferguson@aberlour.org.uk.

SPARKs are a group allowing adults of all ages who have support 
needs or disabilities to meet together with their carers to improve 
their health and wellbeing. Volunteers will be supported by workers 
Roseanne Gray – P&K Community Learning & Development Worker 
and Shona Fowler – NHS Project Worker. For more information please 
call 01577 867216 / 867218 or 07769 243282 / 07896 280843.

Scotlands Gardens Do you love gardens? Might you be interested in 
meeting local garden owners, helping to support local gardens that 
currently open for charity, plus those that are considering it? If so, 
and you would like to know more, please ring Lizzie on 01577 862900

For more volunteering opportunities, go to the community 
website www.kinross.cc and look for ‘Volunteering’, or look at  
www.vaperthshire.org

Organisations: If you would like a volunteer appeal to be added 
to the list above, please email the Newsletter Editor. Please let us 
know if you no longer need your appeal to be listed.

Volunteering

mailto:susan.mitchell50@gmail.com
mailto:susan.mitchell50@gmail.com
mailto:volunteering@chas.org.uk
mailto:volunteering@chas.org.uk
mailto:milnathorttownhall1@gmail.com
http://www.aberlour.org.uk/volunteer
http://www.aberlour.org.uk/volunteer
mailto:shonagh.ferguson@aberlour.org.uk
http://www.vaperthshire.org
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Looking for a new way to 
exercise? 

 
 Free taster sessions 
 ‘Learn to Nordic Walk’ Courses 
 Regular walks and workouts 
 Mountain Hikes 
 Ski-Fit classes in winter  

www.exercise-anywhere.com   
www.nordicwalking,co.uk: 

      Feel fitter / Lose Weight / Walk with Others 

                            
           Sue             ←  CONTACT  →      Bryony   
Summer Mountain Leader 
Nordic Walking Kinross      ← FACEBOOK →         Norwalkin 
nordicwalkingkinross        ←Instagram →              norwalkin 
07788 263178       ← Phone →     07793 725578 

Accredited Nordic Walking Instructors  
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Out & About

NatureScot Loch Leven NNR
HELLO! I AM SIMON 
and I am the new(ish) 
Nature Reserve Officer 
at Loch Leven. I started 
in August and have 
taken over the role 
from Jeremy, whom I 
am sure a lot of you 
will have known over 
the many years he 
was working here. I 
have some rather large 
boots to fill! 
I can’t believe we are 
into December. This year 
has flown by (rightly 
so) and I can’t be the 
only one who is looking 
forward to a fresh start 
in 2021. However, it has 
been wonderful seeing 
the reserve move from 
summer to autumn and now into winter. It’s lovely following the 
seasons around the loch and embracing the change in wildlife 
that it brings. No matter how unsettling and depressing our 
current situation is, there is always wildlife to marvel at; nature 
helps ‘keep the heid’ as they say.
Our over-wintering ducks have now arrived on the loch. We 
have pintail, teal and wigeon in good numbers. When out 
walking on a still day, keep an ear out for the whistling call of 
the wigeon. It is a wonderful call and for me it encapsulates 
the wildlife soundscape of winter. Speaking of wintery wildlife 
sounds, I am sure many of you would have heard the honking 
whooper swans that have been around since September. We 
have had about 280 whooper swans which is an excellent 
count for Loch Leven. They can be identified by their yellow 
bills, unlike their mute swan cousins with orange bills. They 
are often heard before they are seen! Carsehall is the best 
place to hear them. 
We have had some fun practical tasks around the reserve. 
There were a couple of old, rotten boardwalks at the ponds 
near Mary’s Knowe. So, Chris, Neil and I spent a few days 
removing these boardwalks with sledgehammers, crowbars 
and chainsaws. It is always nice to get stuck into some 
practical work. The boardwalks have now completely gone, 
and we are hoping to improve this area for wildlife and 
people so watch this space! 
The pink-footed geese have been active around the reserve 
recently, as Louise mentioned last month, our October count 
showed that there were 11,407 on the loch. This number will 
likely be around the peak count, with the highest numbers 
usually in late October. Numbers will start dwindling 

throughout early winter as flocks will be making their way 
down to Norfolk where numbers can reach in excess of 
100,000 birds!
Our pink-footed geese have been seen feeding in different 
areas, noticeably the fields around Cleish, Kinnesswood 
and Stronachie. If you are a keen bird watcher, it is always 
worth scanning through fields of pink-footed geese for rarer 
species. Other rare goose species to look out for in mid-
winter include; snow geese from North America, bean geese 
from Russia, red-breasted geese from the Arctic tundra and 
white-fronted geese from Russia; all of which are rare but do 
occasionally occur in Scotland. 
Keep an eye on the blog (Loch Leven WordPress), Loch Leven 
NNR Facebook page and the Loch Leven NNR Instagram for 
regular updates. 
I wish you all a wonderful Christmas and Happy New Year when 
it comes. I hope you all enjoy a wintery walk by the loch-side!

TTFN
Simon Ritchie, 

Nature Reserve Officer

Discover Loch Leven Website
To discover the many things to see and do in  

Kinross-shire and its neighbouring counties, visit
www.visitlochleven.org

A picture tells a thousand words: beautiful view of a misty Loch Leven. (Photo: Ann Griffiths)
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RSPB Loch Leven
facebook.com/rSPbtaysideFife  www.rspb.org.uk/lochleven telephone: 01577 862355

Recent Weather Reports 
from Kinross

October

Total Rainfall  162.3mm/6.49in 
Heaviest Fall  51.0mm/2.04in (3 Oct) 

Total Sunshine  85.9 hrs 
Sunniest Day   7.5 hrs (8 Oct)

Max Temp Average  11.9c 
Highest Temp  15.4c (4 Oct)

Min Temp Average  3.18c 
Lowest Temp  -1.4c (26 Oct)

Weather

JUST A FEW MONTHS AGO we were in shock that it was 
already August and now the end of the year seems to be rapidly 
approaching; where has the time gone! As ever, we are keeping 
busy to get safely back to some normality and we are delighted 
to now be able to offer limited indoor seating at the cafe at RSPB 
Scotland Loch Leven reserve. Additionally, some of our yummy 
cakes are now back on offer so why not drop by and dig into 
some deliciousness with our gorgeous loch view? 
With our hides now open (thanks to our amazing volunteers 
who have been cleaning them daily to ensure that they are 
Covid-19 safe) we are excited to allow people to get back out 
there and let us know what they have been spotting. Some of 
the highlights from our warden team’s recent wildlife surveys 
include large numbers of teal (598), pintail (86), mallard 
(103), wigeon (172) and tufted ducks (53). As well as these, 
we are seeing large amounts of whooper swans – around 
6% of the entire Scottish wintering population – across the 
reserve and the whole of Loch Leven. Despite the recent 
fogs we have been having, pink footed geese, as always at 
this time of year, are an ever-present feature on the reserve 
(even if you can only hear them!). Our October count saw 
a total of 11,407 with between 1000-1500 being spotted 
most evenings giving us some spectacular sights from the 
Carden hide. In our woodlands, large numbers of red squirrel 
have also been seen with up to four being spotted at one 

time as they busy themselves collecting and storing food in 
preparation for the colder weather.
In other news, starting from 19 December we welcome back 
our Christmas trail so why not come along and help Santa find 
his lost items around Loch Leven? At only £2 per sheet (card 
payments only at this time or you can buy in advance online 
through our Eventbrite page to avoid the queues!), children 
and adults alike can enjoy this treasure hunt challenge with 
no booking required. All you need is some eager treasure 
hunters and your own pen or pencil. Please note that due to 
the annual closure of the visitor’s centre, this event will be 
unavailable on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and 1-2 January.
In addition to this, don’t forget to sign up for the biggest 
wildlife survey of the year; the Big Garden Birdwatch. With 
registration open from 9 December, why not also sign up 
in advance to join Loch Leven’s assistant wardens Darren 
and Ami, as they share their top tips and tricks to bird 
identification. These small exclusive sessions will take place 
on the weekend of the Big Garden Birdwatch (30-31 January 
2021) and allow you to hone your skills before completing the 
survey for yourself at home. Perfect for beginners! Booking 
is essential through our Eventbrite page at rspblochleven.
eventbrite.com, so sign up quick to secure your place! 
Household tickets are available to include up to four people.
As ever in these crazy times, stay safe and on behalf of the 
Loch Leven team, even if it might seem too early to say it, we 
hope you all have a Merry Christmas. 

Freya Playford, Learning Officer

ENGLISH AND MATHS TUITION

Would your child benefit from one-to-one tuition 
to help them prepare for their English and Maths 

examinations and assessments?

We are two experienced English and Maths teachers 
who aim to work with your child to support them to 
achieve better results throughout secondary school. 

Email englishandmathshelp18@gmail.com  
for further details

Due to Covid-19 restrictions, our tuition services are 
currently available online only via video conferencing.

Teal on the loch

Pink-footed geese in flight



Kinross Newsletter 93

A good variety of pet, wild bird food, poultry, 
garden supplies and much more 
all at competitive prices

Please call your order in before collecting 
Milnathort Country Store 01577 862381
carrs-billington.com

WE ARE OPEN TO ALL CUSTOMERS AT THIS TIME
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Farming

AS 2020 DRAWS TO a close it’s my turn to write the last 
farming column of the year and I’m pleased that I can deliver 
a final round up of what’s happening to the potatoes that I 
have been following at Mawmill Farm near Cleish. Charting 
their journey has been a welcome distraction from current 
events that continue to turn our world upside down and 
make staying safe harder each day. 
Scott, David, Daniel and their team harvested nearly 2500 
tonnes of potatoes and had stowed the boxes away safely 
by the end of last month. Since then the family have had 
a chance to relax and recharge their batteries after the 
demands of the busy harvest season. Tucked away safely in 
the insulated cold store, the potatoes have been chilling too. 
The refrigeration system is set at a constant three degrees, to 
prevent sprouting and keep the crop in tiptop condition until 
they are ready to be sold. 
Scott explained the entire tonnage is Maris Piper, a very 
popular and versatile variety that they sell to a processing 
factory down south which supplies schools, restaurants and 
prepares ready-made meals. Currently demand is reduced 
due to the tight lockdown rules altering the way people eat out 
and cook, but that can change quickly especially as potatoes 
are used in so many tasty dishes. With this in mind, the first 
of the potatoes will be sold this week. Before they leave the 
farm there are a few quality checks to be carried out.  Firstly, 
about 65 boxes are taken out of the cold store into a warming 
shed. It’s important that they warm up slowly before they 
are handled, as cold potatoes bruise easily. Once warmed up, 
each box is tipped out into a hopper and a conveyor takes 
the potatoes through a screen where anything smaller than 
45mm drops through. The remainder are the perfect size for 
the market and move up to the dressing table. This isn’t where 
the boys put their make-up on but, similar to the process on 
the back of the harvester, it’s the opportunity to remove any 
that are soft or damaged.  Dressing 65 tonnes will yield about 
60 tonnes of saleable product so two lorries will pick up the 
boxes for moving south most weeks throughout the winter, 
depending on the price, of course. 
If you think it sounds like an energy consuming process then 
you’d be right, and to cope with the demands the family has 

invested in two very innovative ways to generate the power 
required on the farm. This year they installed a 1.3MW ground 
source heat pump and chill system, laying 6½ kilometres 
of 35mm pipe in the field at the back of the steading to 
absorb the heat naturally occurring in the ground. The heat 
produced is making the warming up of the potatoes easy and 
their workshop pretty cosy. The by-product of the heat cycle 
is really cool – it’s chilled water – which is used to refrigerate 
the stored potatoes. It is an exciting development and 
complements the 2MW biomass boiler plant they installed in 
2017. It dries their grain at harvest time and waste paper for 
animal bedding throughout the rest of the year. 

I hope that, like me, you now have a renewed respect for 
the whole potato production process.  Scott, Elaine and the 
boys are pioneers, leading the way in making these new ways 
of working support their farming system.  You can support 
Scotland’s farmers by making sure as much of your Christmas 
dinner as possible is Scottish. We are lucky Mawmill Maris 
Pipers are always served with our turkey, they make the most 
delicious roasties. 

Happy Christmas and best wishes for 2021!

Fiona
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Cleish Parish Church
Church of Scotland
(Charity No: SC003168)
Minister: Rev Lis Stenhouse BD (Hons)
Tel: 01577 842128
Email: estenhouse@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Neil Maclure
Email: neil.maclure19@gmail.com Tel: 01577 864826
Please visit our website: www.cleishandfossowaychurches.org.uk

Services for December 2020 and January 2021
at Cleish Parish Church, Cleish KY13 0LR

We are pleased to say that we will be re-opening our church 
building on Sunday mornings from 29 November 2020. 
Due to the current Covid-19 restrictions we only have limited 
seating so if you would like to attend church on any Sunday 
you will need to pre-book your seat by phoning Margaret 
McMillan (01506 825641)
Please be advised that due to government guidelines, on 
entering the church you will need to provide details for ‘Trace 
and Protect’, wear a facemask, sanitise your hands, follow a 
one way system around the church, sit in a designated seat, 
remain there for the whole of the service and leave by the 
designated door. 
There will be no singing, no responses and no pew cushions.
The service of worship will therefore be shorter than usual.
Sun 29 Nov 
10.00am  A short Advent service of worship 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 6 Dec
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 13 Dec
10.00am  A short Advent service of worship 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 20 Dec 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Thurs Dec 24
5.00pm  Family Christmas Eve service by ‘Zoom’ 
11.45pm  Christmas Watchnight service by ‘Zoom’.
Sun 27 Dec
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
2021
Sun 3 Jan
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 10 Jan 
10.00am  Morning worship 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 17 Jan
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 24 Jan
10.00am  Morning worship 
11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 31 Jan
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’

Kinross-shire Churches Together
Both our churches are opening for a time of  
private prayer and reflection:
Cleish Parish Church each Thursday at 7-7.20pm
Fossoway Parish Church each Thursday at 2.30-2.50pm
Our Sunday ‘Zoom’ worship services are continuing:
Fossoway Church at 10am and Cleish Church at 11.30am.
We continue to keep in touch through our email network, 
phone and letter.
If you would like to join us please phone the Rev Lis 
Stenhouse 01577 842128.

Fossoway, St Serf’s & Devonside Church
Church of Scotland (Charity number SC013157)

Church Road, Crook of Devon, Kinross-shire, KY13 0UY 
www.cleishandfossowaychurches.org.uk
Minister: Rev Lis Stenhouse Telephone: (01577) 842128 
Email: estenhouse@churchofscotland.org.uk
Session Clerk: Mrs Janet Harper Telephone: (01577) 840225 
Email: aclassicsoul@aol.com
We are pleased to say that we will be re-opening our church 
building on Sunday mornings from 29 November 2020. 
Due to the current Covid pandemic restrictions we only have 
limited seating so if you would like to attend church on any 
Sunday you will need to pre-book your seat by phoning Mrs 
Janet Harper 01577 840225
Please be advised that due to government guidelines, on 
entering the church you will need to provide details for ‘Trace 
and Protect’, wear a facemask, sanitise your hands, follow a 
one way system around the church, sit in a designated seat, 
remain there for the whole of the service and leave by the 
designated door. 
There will be no singing, no responses and no pew cushions.

The service of worship will therefore be shorter than usual.
Sun 29 Nov 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 6 Dec 
10.00am  A short Advent service of worship 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 13 Dec 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 20 Dec 
10.00am  A short Advent service of worship 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Thurs Dec 24 
5.00pm  Family Christmas Eve service by ‘Zoom’ 
11.45pm  Christmas Watchnight service by ‘Zoom’.
Sun 27 Dec 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
2021
Sun 3 Jan 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 10 Jan  
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am   Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 17 Jan 
10.00am  Morning worship 
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11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 24 Jan 
10.00am  A time for private prayer 
11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’
Sun 31 Jan 
10.00am  Morning worship 
11.30am  Joint Fossoway and Cleish worship service by ‘Zoom’

Orwell and Portmoak 
Parish Church
Church of Scotland (Charity number SC015523)

Minister – Very Rev Dr Angus Morrison
Telephone: 01577 863461
Email: angusmorrison3@gmail.com
Website: www.orwellportmoakchurch.org.uk 
Contact the Office: 01577 861200
Orwell Church remains closed for refurbishment until March 
2021, but services will continue in Portmoak Church at 10am 
each Sunday with all current Covid safety procedures in 
place, unless the regulations change. Only 25 people can be 
accommodated within the church and masks must be worn. 
To avoid people having to be turned away it is necessary 
that seats be reserved in advance each week by emailing 
kirkbooking@btinternet.com or by telephoning 01592 840528. 
For contact tracing purposes please include a contact telephone 
number for anyone attending. Please only use the booking email 
address for that purpose. The situation will be monitored as the 
weeks go by, and further changes may be required. Please check 
the church website or Facebook page for further information. 
Online services are still being posted each Sunday morning 
and are available for the rest of the week. To access these, log 
on to the church website, as above, click on Online Worship 
and follow the link on the page. DVD versions of the service 
are available to those without Internet facilities.

The usual weekly online and Portmoak services will take 
place on 27 December, but there will be no additional 
services over the Christmas period, other than a Zoom 
Carol Service at 7.30pm on 23 December. Login details will 
be available nearer the time.

The Church Office and Shop is still closed until further notice. 
The office email below is being checked, but less frequently 
than normal: orwellandportmoakchurch@gmail.com

St Paul’s Scottish Episcopal Church
(Part of the Worldwide Anglican Communion)
Muirs, Kinross, KY13 8AY 
Tel:  01577 864299 
Email:  office@stpaulskinross51.plus.com 
 www.stpauls-kinross.co.uk 
Fr David Mackenzie Mills, Rector.  
Tel:  01577 863795 
Email:  frdavidkinross@gmail.com 
You can also find us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/stpaulsepiscopalchurchkinross
St Paul’s is inclusive, friendly and welcoming to all age groups 
(whether regular churchgoers or if you’re simply inquisitive 
about who we are and what we do.)
As we continue to be responsive to developments 
concerning local and national restrictions, limitations posed 
by our building mean that services and events connected 
with St Paul’s will remain online only. Services will continue 
to be broadcast from the building as livestreams via ‘Zoom’ 
and Facebook Live. Thereafter, recordings of these services 
will be available through the church website and Facebook 
page. Please see both of these for updated information as 
and when we have it to publish. Our church bell will ring to 
signify that we continue to be present and prayerful in the 
community, despite our congregation’s physical absence.
In the meantime, please be assured of our prayers and 
intercessions, especially if COVID-19 has directly affected 
you and your family. You are most welcome to contact 
the Rector by phone or email if there is anything that our 
community can do to help make this very difficult situation 
we all face any easier. We live in hope that this health 
emergency will become manageable enough for us to 
reconnect in person again as soon as safely possible.

May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and, until we 

meet again, may God hold you in the palm of His hand.

Forthcoming services – all via Zoom and livestreamed
Thursdays @ 2pm 
‘Zoom’ cuppa chat (Please contact the Rector by the Monday if 
you would like to join. You will be sent details of timings and the 
login details for that week.)
6 Dec:  Advent 2 (Bethlehem and the way of the Prophets) 
 9.30am ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion 
 (followed by the St Paul’s ACM, broadcast via ‘Zoom’.  
 Join it via your computer or telephone. Contact the  
 Rector for more details.)
13 Dec:  Advent 3 (Gaudete Sunday and John the Baptist) 
 9.30am ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion
20 Dec:  Advent 4 (The Virgin Mary) 
 9.30am ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion 
 Afternoon Online Christmas Carol service – Details TBC

24 Dec:  CHRISTMAS EVE 
  11.30pm ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion

25 Dec:  CHRISTMAS DAY 
 10am  ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion
27 Dec:  HOLY INNOCENTS) 
 9.30am  ‘Virtual’ Holy Communion 
 9.00pm Service of Compline (Facebook Live)

NB St Paul’s Annual General Meeting will be held on 
Sunday 6th December, after the 9.30am service

Want to sell something?
Advertise your item free of charge in the  
Classified Advertisements section on 

www.kinross.cc
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St James’ Catholic Church
5 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AW
Parish Priest: Father Martin Pletts. Tel: 01577 863329
www.catholickinross.com  
Email: Fr.MartinPletts@gmail.com
facebook.com/parishpriestkinross/
facebook.com/stjamesprayergroup/

Regular Services
Mass Times and Devotions can be found on the website. Make 
your bookings as soon as possible to avoid disappointment. 
Confirmation of bookings should be received within 
24 hours, if not please contact Fr. Martin to check. 
Parishioners are kindly reminded to wear a face covering 
and observe social-distancing and to leave church 
after Holy Communion to allow cleaning to take place. 
Confessions are available before or after all Masses, 
apart from before the 11am Mass on Sunday. A box is 
available at the back of the churches in order for you to 
deposit your weekly collections. Holy Souls lists will still be 
accepted from those who have not yet handed them in. 
God bless, Fr. Martin
The weekly newsletter, Mass times, news and updates or 
changes can be found on our website.

Kinross Christian Fellowship
Jesus said, ‘I am among you as one who serves.’
Sunday morning service at 10.30am (refreshments and 
blether at 10am), Millbridge Hall, Old Causeway, Kinross.
Lively praise (children participate), reverent worship open to 
the leading of the Holy Spirit, prayer, ministry and solid Bible-
based preaching and teaching. An all-round family service 
for families, which includes Sunday School. Communion 
every second Sunday, as is our evening service at 6.30pm; 
a time for praise, worship, sharing and joy in The Lord Jesus. 

(Followed by light refreshments and more blether.)
Everyone is welcome to either service or to both, so please 
come and taste and see that the LORD is good.
Contact Peter on 01577 863509, for further information.
KCF also runs the Talking Donkey cafe. Additionally, the Friday 
evening Youth Group at the Millbridge Hall (Space) is also the 
responsibility of our Fellowship, and we are pleased to accept 
this privilege. 

Kinross Parish Church
Church of Scotland (Charity no SC012555)

Following Christ I Spreading the Word I  
Serving the Community
10 Station Road, Kinross KY13 8TG
Visit our website: www.kinrossparishchurch.org 
Follow us on Facebook: Kinross Parish Church of Scotland 
YouTube: Kinross Parish Worship 
Instagram: kpcscotland 
Church E-mail: office@kinrossparishchurch.org 
Church Office: Tel. (01577) 862570
The Church Office is operating remotely so please leave a 
phone message or email and we will respond as soon as we 
can. 
Minister: Rev Alan D. Reid MA, BD Tel: (01577) 862952 
Assistant Minister: Rev Kathleen (Kathy) Dain tel. 01577 862570 
Ordained Local Minister: Rev Margaret Michie (01592) 840602 
Session Clerk: Jaffrey Weir Tel: (01577) 865780 
CHANGES: The information below may change. Please 
check the church’s website, Facebook, emailed Intimations, 
the church’s notice boards or contact the Church Office, 
particularly for any additional Christmas services or events.
Christmas Collection for Charity: The church’s collection 
this year is for ‘Meningitis Now’ (SC037790). In the absence 
of our usual collections at Christmas church services, 
donations may me made via the Giving page on the church’s 
website (mentioning the purpose of the donation), direct to 
Meningitis Now or contact the Church Office.
Regular Services and Events:
Daily Prayer: Monday to Friday, a daily prayer from one of 
our ministers - 01577 528270 and press 2.
Sundays
10.30am:  Morning Service. Available as a live stream on 
the church website, YouTube and Facebook. Thereafter (from 
around 1pm) available to view on YouTube, Facebook and the 
church’s website; listen by phone on 01577 528270 and press 1; 
or request a CD or copy of the sermon from the church office.
11.15am:  Virtual Coffee – fellowship after the Morning 
Service on Zoom, including by phone (Zoom details in weekly 
email to members or contact church office). Replaced on 6 
Dec by Communion arrangements (see below)
12 noon:   Sunday Brunch at the Kythe Hub (not during 
school holidays). A Jampact/Crossfire event for secondary 
school ages.
7pm:  Prayers for the Nation: livestreamed on Facebook.
7pm:   ‘Crossfire’ (S1 upwards).
Mondays
8pm:   House Group – Bible study and fellowship on Zoom*.
Tuesdays
1.45pm:   House Group – Bible study and fellowship on Zoom*.
Wednesdays
10.30am:  Midweek Service in the church. A chance to meet 
together for worship. Maximum of 40 people. Names and 
contact details have to be given to the church office by 5pm 
on Monday..
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12 noon:   Mid-week prayers livestreamed on Facebook.
1.30pm:   Craft Group meet on Zoom.
7.30pm:   House Group – Bible study and fellowship on Zoom*.
Fridays
6pm:   Brigade meets in the Church Centre.

Other Services and Events:
December
Sun 6: 11.15am: Communion, on Zoom (details in weekly 
email to members or contact church office)
Mon 7: 8am: Silent Meditation. Guidelines for a period of 
reflective stillness published on Facebook
Tue 8: Donations for Christmas Wrap: Last date for monetary 
donations to allow presents to be bought and sent to CATH 
(Churches Action for the Homeless). Donate through Giving 
page of website (mentioning the purpose of the donation) or 
contact Church Office.
Sun 13: 1.30pm and 3.15pm: Drive-in Carol Services at Todd 
and Duncan carpark (restrictions permitting – check website)
Thurs 17: 9pm: late evening service of Compline livestreamed 
on Facebook
Sun 20: 10.30am Follow The Star – A fun outdoor event for 
all the family. Check on church website etc. nearer the date 
for details
Mon 21: Bereavement Service in the Church and online for 
all who are remembering a loved-one at Christmas. Limited 
numbers in the church – booking required through the 
Church Office.

Thu 24 CHRISTMAS EVE:  
4.30pm: Crib Service for families in the church and online. 

Limited numbers in the church– booking required through 
the Church Office 
11.15pm: Watchnight Service (online only)

Fri 25 CHRISTMAS DAY: 
10.30am: Reflections (online only), followed by Zoom* 
gathering to share fellowship

January 2021
Sun 17: 4pm: Café Church on Zoom*
*For Gatherings on Zoom: contact the Church Office for link 
details

The church has been broadcasting worship services 
and times for reflection online and this has been 
appreciated by many, even beyond the congregation.
Weblinks for Sunday Worship and midweek times for 
reflection and prayer:
Kinross Parish Church Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/kinrossparishchurch
Kinross Parish Church worship channel on YouTube 
www.youtube.com/channel/UC480WCgwA2SU1zBXLg%klfA

The church is running a network of telephone 
contacts offering support and encouragement. 
Anyone who would value having someone phoning 
them for a regular chat should phone or email 
the church office – messages left will be accessed 
remotely every day.

PLANNING PERMISSION 
BUILDING WARRANTS

McNeil Partnership is a locally-based practice 
with LOCAL knowledge, providing drawings and 

processing applications for Planning Permission and 
Building Warrants.

We specialise in Extensions, Attic Conversions, 
Conservatories, Porches and Internal/External 

Alterations.

For free advice  
Eric or Fiona McNeil, 01577 863000
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Kinross Gospel Hall
Montgomery Street, Kinross www.kinrossgospelhall.info

All services are suspended 
for the duration of Covid-19

Loch Leven Church  
(Charity No: SC049050)
Loch Leven Church is temporarily 
meeting online via Zoom, at 10.30am 
each Sunday. 
Throughout December we are hoping 
to hold outdoor Christmas events in compliance with 
government advice for Perth & Kinross District. We will 
update our website and Facebook page closer to the time, 
so please keep
an eye on www.lochlevenchurch.com or
www.facebook.com/LochLevenChurch for updates. 
Alternatively, please email us at info@lochlevenchurch.
com for more information.
Everyone, of all ages, is very welcome to join the informal 
service; please just email us for the details to join in.

TEMPORARY SUSPENSION OF  
PARKING & LOADING

A911 STIRLING ROAD/NEW ROAD AND  
A922 SOUTH STREET - MILNATHORT

In order to permit Openreach works, a temporary 
traffic regulation order is to be effective from 14 

December 2020 for a period of 2 nights.
The order will temporary suspend parking & loading 

(on both sides) of the following roads:

A911 Stirling Road, Milnathort from its junction 
with the A911 New Road (312056, 704709) to 

 its junction with Croft Wynd (311948, 704706),  
a distance of 105.3 metres or thereby.

A911 New Road, Milnathort from its junction  
with the A911 Stirling Road (312056, 704709) to  

its junction with the private access to  
Greenburn Field (312057, 704709), a distance  

of 223.9 metres or thereby.

A922 South Street, Milnathort from its junction 
with the A911 New Road (312056, 704709) to its 
junction with Number 20, South Street (311999, 
704608), a distance of 115.35 metres or thereby.

Pedestrian & emergency vehicular access to  
premises will be maintained.
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£ 
 

 

Do You Need a Cleaner 
We probably already clean for your friends, neighbours or colleagues! 

 

Our team of cleaners are Experienced, Disclosed, Fully Insured and their work is Guaranteed. 

Call: 01577 862 696 / 07 999 510 500 
e-mail: ciacleaning@live.co.uk 

 

Dollar, Muckhart, Glendevon, Powmill, Crook of Devon, Cleish, 

 Kinross, Milnathort, Mawcarse, Duncreivie, Glenfarg,  

Balgedie, Kinnesswood, Scotlandwell 

C.I.A Cleaning, 77 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AA 
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Puzzles

ACROSS
1   Local Clubs do this via the  
   Newsletter (6)
5   Pessimists insect prediction for 2021 (6)
9   Exclamation when surprised or   
   pleased (3)
11  Kinross residents lit these up (7)
12 Thickening of nerve tissue (7)
13 Kinross Swimmers (6)
15 Price-fixing group (6)
16 Room at the Brewery (3)
17 Cold shower? (4)
21 Growbiz help businesses to do this (4)
23 Powmill’s famous dairy shop
24 Data (4)
26 Needs pluck to play it (4)
30 Number of great local publications! (3)
32 Kind of delivery (6)
33 Loch noise (6)
36 Kinross Bridge, Farm, Bank and  
   Water (7)
37 Makes purple hills in summer (7)
38 Prefix indicating modern (3)
39 What Kinross Kindness did (6)
40 How Santa’s Sleigh gets through  
   Kinross-shire (6)

DOWN
2 Part for nine instruments (7)
3 Smells (6)
4 Portmoak has one (4)
5 Type of spoon at New Deli on the  
   High Street (4)
6 Mountain lion (6)
7 Assists with travel around the loch (7)
8 A heron does this to catch fish (6)
10 Kinross hill (6)
14 High Street issue (7)
18 Has a habit (3)
19 Waste receptacle that goes out   
   more than us in 2020 (3)
20 Serves 27 down (3)
22 Needed on rowing boat (3)
24 Accuse of lying (6)
25 Kinross November market (7)
27 Not recommended coping  
   mechanism for 2020 (7)
28 In plentiful supply at Baynes (7)
29 Feline’s favourite herb
31 Kinross narrow lane (Part 1) (6)
34 Kinross narrow lane (Part 2) (4)
35 Kinross event cancelled two years  
   running (4)

S 
U 
D 
O 
K 
U

Welcome to our not-so-fiendishly-difficult puzzles page – enough to test your brain, not so much that it 
will explode from the strain. A moderately difficult sudoku and a Kinross-themed crossword should be 
enough to accompany your mid-afternoon cup of tea and shortbread. 

KINROSSWORD
Test your local knowledge with our crossword, where a number of the clues 
relate to Kinross and the surrounding area. No prizes – just bragging rights 
for getting it right. Answers on page 10.
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Notices

Grants For Good Causes
Kinross Community Council
Newsletter Limited (KCCNL)
Charity No. SC040913
All profits from the Kinross Newsletter are transferred to a 
charitable company, KCCNL, and given away to local good 
causes. Groups and individuals are invited to apply to KCCNL 
for grant funding. Decisions on grants are made at two 
meetings per year. The deadlines for grant applications are:

31 March and 30 September
More information is available on the kinross.cc website. 
Applications may be downloaded from the website or 
obtained from the Applications Administrator, Barry Davies, 
Tel 01577 865004 or email barrydavies57@btinternet.com

Kinross Garden Group
2020/2021 Season

Thursday 10 December 2pm
At your own home via Zoom!
Adrian Miles will talk about 
‘Garden History and Design’

All welcome to join us
To find out how to do this

 Contact Caroline Anderson on 01577 864589
Or acaroline1000@gmail.com

100th Birthday and 
Diamond Wedding Anniversaries

Do you know a Perth & Kinross resident who is celebrating 
their 100th or 105th+ birthday?

Do you know a Perth & Kinross couple celebrating their 60th, 
65th or 70th wedding anniversary?

PKC can arrange delivery of flowers or for a local Councillor to 
present a basket of flowers to the person or couple on their 
special day.

Tel: 01738 475051 Email: CivicServices@pkc.gov.uk

Local Correspondent

for Perthshire Advertiser  
and Fife Herald newspapers

Linda Freeman

Tel 01577 865045. 
Email: linda.freeman_64@btinternet.com

Perth Citizens Advice Bureau
Perth CAB can help you. Our advice is free, confidential, 
impartial and independent.
Contact us:  Advice line 01738 450580.
 Appointment line 01738 450581.

Benefits Advice in Libraries (BAIL)
People who need help to identify and claim the right benefits 
or advice to help them to negotiate the benefits system in 
any way can access assistance from Perth Citizens Advice 
Bureau’s ‘Benefits Advice In Libraries’ project in Kinross at 
Loch Leven Library. The service is available on Tuesdays by 
appointment only. Telephone the bureau on 01738 450581 
to make an appointment.
Debt and Money Advice Service
Perth CAB has a team of specialist debt advisers. Advice is 
free, confidential, impartial and independent. To talk to 
a specialist debt adviser call 01738 450590 or email David 
Ogston (senior debt adviser) using the following email 
address: David.Ogston@Perthcab.casonline.org.uk

Newsletter Deadlines
More deadlines for the months ahead can be found on 
our website.
In very rare circumstances it may be necessary to change 
a deadline at short notice. Check the Newsletter website 
for latest information: www.kinrossnewsletter.org

Issue Deadline Publication Date
February Friday 15 January Saturday 30 January 2021

The Bike Station
Donate unwanted bikes, parts and cycling 
accessories for reuse. Poorer bikes are salvaged 
for parts. Bikes are refurbished by qualified expert 
mechanics and sold on to the public at affordable prices with a 
three-month warranty.
Donated bikes and parts are collected from all Perth & Kinross 
Recycling Centres, including the Kinross centre at the Bridgend 
Industrial Estate.
Bike sales are held at The Bike Station, 284 High Street, Perth, PH1 
5QS, Tuesday to Saturday 10am-5pm.
The Bike Station also offers a Repair Service, a Fix Your Own Bike 
facility and a Dr Bike mobile service.
Tel: 01738 444430. Website: www.thebikestation.org.uk
The Perth Bike Station is an accredited Revolve organisation.
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Christmas Puzzles

Find The Santas!
We think we’ve hidden  
20 Santas in the pages of the 
Newsletter (we lost count...) 

Can you find them all?

Help deliver the  
presents to the trees!

Christmas Crackers
What do angry mice send to each other at Christmas? 
Cross-mouse cards!

What type of key do you need for a Nativity play?  
A don-key!

How does Santa get his medicine when he’s ill? 
Through the National Elf!

What do monkeys sing at Christmas?  
Jungle bells!

How you can tell that Santa is real? 
You can always sense his presents!

What do you get if you cross Santa with a duck? 
A Christmas Quacker!
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Recommended Last Posting Dates
Beat the rush! Get your letters & parcels in the post on time. 
For full information, go to www.royalmail.com/greetings
United Kingdom
Fri 18 Dec: 2nd class, Royal Mail Signed For® 2nd Class 
Mon 21 Dec:  1st class, Royal Mail Signed For®   
  1st Class, Royal Mail Tracked 48®*
Tues 22 Dec:  Royal Mail Tracked 24®*
Wed 23 Dec:  Royal Mail Special Delivery Guaranteed®
*Royal Mail Tracked 24 and Royal Mail Tracked 48 services are 
unavailable to purchase at Post Office® branches.

International Standard
Fri 4 Dec Australia, New Zealand
Wed 9 Dec Africa, Asia, Caribbean, Central and  
 South America, Far and Middle East
Thurs 10 Dec Canada, Cyprus, Malta
Fri 11 Dec Greece, Eastern Europe (except Poland, 
 Czech Republic and Slovakia) and Turkey
Sat 12 Dec Czech Republic, Italy, Poland, Finland, 
 Sweden and USA
Wed 16 Dec Austria, Denmark, Germany, Iceland,  
 Netherlands, Norway, Portugal,  
 Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland
Fri 18 Dec Belgium, France, Ireland, Luxembourg

Royal Mail Delivery Office (87 High St)
Monday    8am-11am 
Tuesday   8am-11am 
Wednesday   8am-11am 
Thursday    8am-12pm 
Friday    8am-12pm 
Saturday    8am-12pm 
Sunday 20 Dec   11am-3pm

Loch Leven Health Centre
Christmas Day   Closed 
Mon 28 Dec  Closed 
Fri 1 Jan   Closed 
Mon 4 Jan   Closed

Kinross Post Office (Co-op, High St)
24 Dec   9am-4pm 
25-28 Dec    Closed 
31 Dec    9am-4pm 
1-4 Jan    Closed

Milnathort Post Office (Giacopazzi’s)
Thurs 24 Dec   5.30am-10pm 
Christmas Day   Closed 
Sat 26 Dec    7am-7pm 
Sun 27 Dec    7am-8pm 
Mon 28 Dec   5.30am-10pm 
Tue 29 Dec    5.30am-10pm 
Wed 30 Dec   5.30am-10pm 
Thurs 31 Dec   5.30am-9pm 
New Year’s Day   9am-5pm 
Sat 2 Jan    7am-10pm 
Sun 3 Jan    7am-8pm

Christmas & New Year Holiday Arrangements

Davidsons the Chemist, Milnathort
Thurs 24 Dec    9am-6pm 
Christmas Day   Closed 
Sat 26 Dec    2-4pm  
Sun 27 Dec    Closed 
Mon 28 Dec   9am-6pm 
Tue 29 Dec    9am-6pm 
Wed 30 Dec   9am-6pm 
Thurs 31 Dec   9am-6pm 
New Year’s Day   2-3pm  
Sat 2 Jan     Closed 
Sun 3 Jan    2-4pm 
Mon 4 Jan    9am-6pm

Rowlands Pharmacy, Kinross
Thurs 24 Dec    9am-6pm 
Christmas Day  Emergency Service 2-3pm 
Sat 26 Dec     9am-6pm 
Sun 27 Dec   Emergency Service 2-4pm 
Mon 28 Dec    Closed 
Tue 29 Dec     9am-6pm 
Wed 30 Dec    9am-6pm 
Thurs 31 Dec    9am-6pm 
New Year’s Day    Closed 
Sat 2 Jan     9am-6pm 
Sun 3 Jan     Closed 
Sat 4 Jan     Closed 
Sat 5 Jan     9am-6pm 
Sat 6 Jan     9am-6pm

PKC Waste Collections
There will be no domestic or commercial collections on  
25 & 26 DECEMBER or 1 & 2 JANUARY 2021
Collections due on Fri 25 Dec will take place on Sun 27 Dec 
Collections due on Sat 26 Dec will take place on Sun 27 Dec 
Collections due on Fri 1 Jan will take place on Sun 3 Jan 
Collections due on Sat 2 Jan will take place on Sun 3 Jan

There are no scheduled garden and 
food waste collections after 20 Dec.

Real Christmas trees can be chopped up and added to your 
home compost bin, chopped up and placed in your brown-
lidded bin (if you have a Garden Waste Permit) or taken to 
your local Recycling Centre.  Real or artificial Christmas trees 
presented as excess waste will not be uplifted.

Collection dates will return to normal from 4 Jan.

Recycling Centres
All Recycling Centres will be CLOSED on  
25-26 DECEMBER & 1-2 JANUARY 2021 
Opening hours otherwise remain  
the same over the festive period.

Special Uplifts
The last special uplift collection 
will be 24 DECEMBER. 

Normal collections resume on 5 JANUARY 2021
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Loch Leven Laundry 

• Washing 
•  Ironing 

• Dry Cleaning 
• Pick up & Delivery Available 

Phone: 01577 862 696 / 07 999 510 500 
Open Monday to Friday 9.30am to 5pm & Saturday 9.30am to 2pm 

77 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AA (Opposite Sands the Ironmongers) 

 

 

  

Tree & Hedge Surgery 

 

• Felling 
• Pruning 
• Technical Dismantling 
• Pollarding 
• Crown Reductions 
• Emergency Tree Work 
• Land Clearance 
• Hedge Trimming 
• Stump removal 
• General Garden Maintenance 

Call for a free quotation on: 01337 258625 / 07896086952 
www.bkbtrees.co.uk 

 

Qualified ~ Insured 
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Items for Sale

Mercedes Wheels with Tyres £625 ono
4 x genuine alloy wheels with tyres for R230 SL. Slightly used, 
pristine condition. May fit other models, buyer to check. Cost 
£1928 18 months ago. Collection preferred but may deliver 
locally.
Seller Details: B. Lucas 07763 347 294
oliver0494@btinternet.com

Indian Runner Drakes £15
2 boys available, 6 weeks old. Dark grey/black with some 
white on chest. Can go as a pair as long as no females in living 
quarters. Alternatively, can be sold individually if there is a 
companion available.
Seller Details: Marion Hutt 01577 861741
stephen950@btinternet.com

Put-u-up Divan £70 ono
Single divan with accessories for bed all new in the wrapper. 
Excellent bargain
Seller Details: Tony Whitehead 01577 208124
tonywhitehead10142@gmail.com

Notices

Mindspace Recovery College
Mindspace Recovery College runs free courses 
covering all aspects of mental health, co-delivered 
by people with lived experience, and are open to 
all.

Homes for Cats Wanted
Fife Cat Shelter, a Scottish Registered Charity, 
is always looking for homes for rescued cats.
Cats can be visited, by appointment, at 
Causeway Cattery, Scotlandwell.
Contact Rhona on 01383 830286.

Grants and Funding Websites
www.pkgrantsdirect.com
www.foundationscotland.org.uk

For Sale
The Newsletter publishes items for sale listed on the kinross.cc 
website. If interested in purchasing an item, we suggest checking 
the website for current availability (www.kinross.cc then ‘Local 
Adverts’ then ‘Classified Adverts’). If interested in selling an 
item, please list it on www.kinross.cc and it will automatically be 
published in the next available Newsletter, subject to space.

Fill in our climate change survey and you 
could win up to £1,000 towards 
energy-saving devices or 
carbon-saving actions, such as tree planting. 

consult.pkc.gov.uk

Climate
Change

(2020049)

Survey closes 5 January 2021

ONLINE CHRISTMAS RAFFLE 
in aid of CHAS

SATURDAY 12 DECEMBER FROM 5PM 
LIVE ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

Friends of CHAS Kinross
Tickets will be available to purchase for £1 each 
from local CHAS shops on Kinross High Street.
There will also be an online option available  

on our Friends of CHAS Kinross Facebook page
Donate your desired amount online,  

and have your tickets emailed to you by photo 
ALL PROCEEDS WILL GO DIRECTLY TO CHAS
Lots of prizes to be won, from Christmas trees and  

photo-shoots to dining and beauty vouchers
All our prizes have been kindly donated 
by our local community and businesses 

– all supporting each other
(Don’t worry if you are not on Facebook,  

we will be in touch regarding prizes)

Thank you for your continued support

HEDGES, BUSHES OR TREES 
CAUSING OBSTRUCTION

Property owners are reminded that it is their responsibility 
to cut back hedges, branches, bushes etc to ensure that 
pavements and public footpaths are not obstructed.

Property owners may be liable if injury is caused to others 
and may be charged costs if Perth & Kinross Council is forced 
to take action.

When undertaking work on hedges, check that there are no 
birds nesting. It is an offence under the Wildlife & Countryside 
Act 1981 to damage or destroy the nest of any wild bird while 
it is in use or being built. The bird nesting season is usually 
considered to run from March to August.
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Perth & Kinross School Term Dates 2020-21 
Term Ends: Wed 23 Dec 2020 
Christmas Holiday: Thurs 24 Dec – Wed 6 Jan 2021 
Term starts: Thurs 7 Jan 2021 
In-Service day: Wed 10 Feb 2021 
Occasional holidays: Thurs 11 Feb and Fri 12 Feb 2021 
Term ends: Thurs 1 April 2021 
Spring holiday: Fri 2 April 2021 – Fri 16 April 2021

Kinross-shire Fund
The Kinross-shire Fund was 
established in 2006 to make 
the area a better place to live, 

by making grants to a wide range of local charities, 
organisations and projects which make a positive 
difference to the community.
To date, over 50 organisations within the 73 square miles 
of Kinross-shire have benefited from an award, with 
beneficiaries ranging in age from pre-school to the elderly.
The Fund is managed by Foundation Scotland and is 
currently open for applications, with deadlines quarterly 
on the first Monday of February, May, August and 
November each year. 
Full details, including how to apply via our online 
application link, can be found at:
www.foundationscotland.org.uk/programmes/kinross-
shire-fund

WHO ARE WE? We are the national charity, which for nearly 140 years has 
been helping serving and ex-service men and women, Regular and Reservist, 
and their families, in need. Eligibility is based on only one day’s paid service.

WHERE ARE WE? There are 91 branches all over the UK, of which 22 are 
in Scotland. They all operate with a network of trained volunteers in the local 
area, to look into cases with understanding and sensitivity. Many of the volun-
teers are ex-Services themselves. The Perth and Kinross Branch has an office 

in Queen’s Barracks, Perth – courtesy of 7th Battalion, the Royal Regiment of Scotland. So far this year, despite Covid 19, 
the Branch has looked after over 80 cases. Our Branch Patron is the Provost of Perth and Kinross who, with his council 
staff, are wonderful supporters.

WHAT DO WE DO? We take immediate action whenever there is hardship and need. Our help and advice is totally 
confidential, and we help all ages. We work closely with other agencies, and service charities, and help can vary hugely...

We may help a war widow manage her bills; an ex Serviceman with a mobility challenge; assist a Service family with a 
special needs child, or a returned veteran from Iraq or Afghanistan conflicts. 

Last year we helped 50,000+ cases in UK. https://www.ssafa.org.uk/

HELP, ADVICE, FRIENDSHIP Please don’t hesitate to get in touch: SSAFA, Perth & Kinross Branch Queen’s Barracks, 
131 Dunkeld Road, PERTH PH1 5BT Tel: 01738 625346 (with ansaphone) or Email: Perth.Branch@ssafa.org.uk 

PATRON – HM THE QUEEN Reg Charity –SCO 38056

Kinross Recycling Centre
Bridgend Industrial Estate

Opening Times:  
Mon - Fri 9am - 7pm 
Sat - Sun 9am - 5pm
Bras, bicycles, cans (inc aerosols, biscuit tins, aluminium foil), 
car and household batteries, cardboard, cooking oil, electricals 
(WEEE), engine oil, fluorescent tubes, long life light bulbs, food and 
drinks cartons (Tetra packs), fridges, freezers, garden waste, glass, 
large domestic appliances, paper, plastic (rigid plastic packaging), 
rubble stone and soil, scrap metal, telephone directories, textiles 
(clothes and shoes), timber, tyres (maximum two per visit, strictly 
householders only) and non-recyclable (general) waste.

Bikes and bike parts will be recycled (see separate Bike Station 
notice).

Collection point for Perth College WEEE project: IT equipment 
will be refurbished and sold on at an affordable price or recycled 
for parts. Items accepted include: desktop computers, laptops, 
mobile phones (without the sim card), tablets, keyboards, 
mouse controls, cables, DVD players, video players, portable 
music players, games consoles, new or empty printer cartridges, 
projectors and flat screen working monitors. The project cannot 
accept Cathode Ray Tube or broken monitors.

Compost can be collected from the Recycling Centre, subject to 
availability. Maximum of 2 x 25kg bags per visitor.
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Notices

Perth Samaritans
Need to talk? We’ll listen.

Contact us by
 phone: 01738 626666 or 08457 909090
 email: jo@samaritans.org
 or visit us at 3 King’s Place, Perth, PH2 8AA

Mondays 1630 – 2130 Thursdays 1630 – 1900
Wednesdays 0830 – 1100 Fridays 1000 – 1630
 and  1930 – 2130 Sundays 0800 – 2130

No pressure, no names, no judgment.
We’re here for you, anytime.

Community Councils
Kinross:  Chair: Bill Freeman, 01577 865045 

Email: kinrosscommunitycouncil@gmail.com
Milnathort Chair: Craig Williams, 07885 722125
& Orwell: Email: craig@stovestuff.scot 

Sec: Elizabeth Rougvie 
Email: communitycouncilmilnathort@gmail.com

Portmoak:  Chair: Graham Cox
 Email: portmoakcommunitycouncil@pkc.gov.uk
Fossoway  Chair: Trudy Duffy-Wigman, 01577 840669
& District: Email: fossoway.cc@gmail.com
Cleish  Sec: Patty Fraser, 01577 850253
& Blairadam: Email: cleishcommunitycouncil@pkc.gov.uk

Portmoak Community Councillors
S McGregor  (Secretary) 
A Davidson (Treasurer) 
Susan Forde  01592 840128
Graham Cox (Chairman) 
Dave Morris  01592 840500

Have a look at our website: www.portmoak.org

Kinross Community Councillors

David Colliar 10 Rannoch Place 01577 864037

Bill Freeman (Chair) 64 Muirs 01577 865045

Lynne McKay 5 Springfield Road 01577 531076

Thomas Stewart Gellybank Farm 01577 864603

Malcolm McFarlane  07599 621583

Members of the Scottish Parliament for 
Mid Scotland and Fife Region

All MSPs can be contacted at the following address: 
The Scottish Parliament, Edinburgh, EH99 1SP

Claire Baker MSP (Labour) Tel: 0131 348 6769  
Email: claire.baker.msp@parliament.scot

Murdo Fraser MSP (Conservative) Tel: 0131 348 5293 
Email: murdo.fraser.msp@parliament.scot

Dean Lockhart MSP (Conservative) Tel: 0131 348 5993 
Email: dean.lockhart.msp@parliament.scot

Alex Rowley MSP (Labour) Tel: 0131 348 6826 
Email: alex.rowley.msp@parliament.scot

Mark Ruskell MSP (Green) Tel: 0131 348 6468 
Email: mark.ruskell.msp@parliament.scot

Liz Smith MSP (Conservative) Tel: 0131 348 6762 
Email: elizabeth.smith.msp@parliament.scot

Alexander Stewart MSP (Conservative) Tel: 0131 348 6134 
Email: alexander.stewart.msp@parliament.scot

Member of the Scottish Parliament 
for Perthshire South & Kinross-shire

Roseanna Cunningham MSP
Constituency office:  63 Glasgow Road, Perth, PH2 0PE 
Telephone:   01738 620540

Email:   roseanna.cunningham.msp@parliament.scot

Perth and Kinross Councillors 
Kinross-shire Ward

Cllr MIKE BARNACLE (Independent)
Tel/Fax (home): 01577 840516. 
Email: michaelabarnacle@gmail.com 
Website: mikebarnacle.co.uk 
Moorend, Waulkmill Road, Crook of Devon, Kinross, KY13 0UZ

Cllr CALLUM PURVES (Scottish Conservative & Unionist)
Tel (office): 01738 475092. Mobile: 07557 812570. 
Email: cpurves@pkc.gov.uk 
54 Lathro Park, Kinross, KY13 8RU

Cllr WILLIE ROBERTSON (Scottish Liberal Democrats)
Tel (home): 01577 865178. Mobile: 07909 884042. 
Email: wbrobertson@pkc.gov.uk 
85 South Street, Milnathort, Kinross, KY13 9XA

Cllr RICHARD WATTERS (SNP)
Mobile: 07557 812513. 
Email: rwatters@pkc.gov.uk 
Applegarth, Sunnypark, Kinross, KY13 8BX

John Nicolson MP
Member of Parliament for
Ochil and South Perthshire

Telephone: 020 7219 3000
Email: john.nicolson.mp@parliament.uk  

Twitter: https://twitter.com/mrjohnnicolson
Facebook: https://facebook.com/JohnNicolsonSNP

Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/johnnicolsonmp

Mobile Library Service
All Library services are cancelled for the foreseeable future
For more information, see: www.culturepk.org.uk/libraries 
and click on ‘Services in the Community’

Enquire
Are you looking for information about your child’s rights to 
support in School? If so, contact Enquire, the national advice and 
information service for additional support for learning.

Enquire offer: a confidential telephone helpline and online 
enquiry service, practical guides, fact sheets and newsletters, 
helpful materials for children and young people with additional 
support needs.

For more information contact: Tel 0345 123 2303

Website: www.enquire.org.uk

Enquire is funded by the Scottish Government and managed by 
Children in Scotland.
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November   
27th Fri Light Up the Night Weekend begins 13
28th Sat Festive Market at the Market Park 11am-3pm 
28th Sat-Sun Santa begins his Kinross Tour 19
29th Sun Wildlife writing workshop, RSPB Loch Leven 
30th Mon St Andrew’s Day 

December
1st Tue Fossoway and District CC Meets 59
5th Sat-Sun Santa continues his tour of Kinross  11
6th Sun Free Christmas volleyball (every Sunday)  83
7th Mon Cleish and Blairadam CC meets 
 Mon Inner Wheel - Claire Paton 69
8th Tues Portmoak CC meets 
9th Wed Networking Breakfast on Zoom 
 Wed Big Garden Birdwatch Registration opens 92
10th Thur Milnathort CC Meets 59
 Thur Garden Group talk on Zoom  68
12th Sat-Sun Santa continues his tour of Kinross  19
13th Sun Portmoak Christmas Tree Day (if restrictions allow) 76
19th Sat-Sun RSPB Christmas Trail opens 92
20th Sun Follow the Star event, Kinross Parish Church 100
21st Mon Bereavement Service, Kinross Parish Church 100
23rd Wed End of Term (lunchtime) for PKC schools 110
24th Thur Crib Service, Kinross Parish Church 100 
  

January    
 
6th Wed PKC Schools resume 110
11th Mon Inner Wheel - James Dawson 69
 

Diary
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