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Letter from The Editor

| can’t remember the last time | looked forward to an
event so much; the Kinross Show is finally back! The
organisers have been working really hard to provide
an event suitable for everyone in Kinross-shire that
adheres to the current restrictions. | am sure everyone,
whether a show regular or attending for the very first
time, is looking forward to Saturday 14 August very
much. Please remember to buy your ticket online
before you come at www.kinross-show.co.uk.

There have been a few celebrity spots in Kinross in July
with Judy Murray officially opening Fossoway Tennis
Court (and soon to also visit Kinross Tennis Club). Line
of Duty actor Martin Compston caused a bit of a stir
when he was seen enjoying a round of golf at Kinross
Golf Club and enjoying a local chippie tea! It just goes
to show what a great place we live in, which is for the
most part, appreciated and looked after by the people
who live here and who understand how precious our
local natural environment is.

Sadly some ‘wild’ campers down at Burleigh Sands
have caused anger and disbelief at their disregard for

this special place, leaving lots of litter behind and being
thoroughly irresponsible (see p5). Real ‘wild’ camping
involves leaving no trace, and being unobtrusive, staying
well away from popular visitor spots and parking areas
where their presence will impact on the enjoyment of
others. What a shame that a few can spoil it for so many
others.

Perhaps the time has come for a permit system for
Kinross campers such as they have at Loch Lomond. See
Clllr Willie Robertson’s column on p30 for more details.

As always, we want to hear what our readers think
about local issues so please do keep sending us your
letters. We can’t guarantee to publish them all but
we are always interested in your views; this is your
Newsletter!

October will see the 500th issue of the Kinross
Newsletter in print. I’'m very proud to be part of such a
great team (both past and present) that make it happen,

no matter what, every month. Thank you all.
Hannah Phillips, Editor

Note to Contributors

A great deal of the Newsletter comprises reports supplied by
local clubs and other organisations. These reports are accepted
in good faith and the Newsletter accepts no liability for any
inaccuracies contained therein. Senders should ensure reports
are factually accurate and do not contain material which could
cause legal proceedings to be taken against the Newsletter.

Letters Policy

Senders must supply their name and contact details. Letters
should be truthful and not contain matter which could cause
legal proceedings to be taken against the Newsletter, which
accepts no liability for any inaccuracies contained therein. The
Newsletter does not necessarily agree with any of the views
expressed on the letters or indeed other pages. All letters must
contain the sender’s address, although this may be withheld
from publication on request.

Note to Readers: Advertising
Inclusion of advertisements in the Newsletter does not imply

any particular endorsement or recommendation of services or
companies by Kinross CC or Kinross Newsletter Ltd.

Abbreviations

Clir: Councillor
CClIr: Community Councillor

PKC: Perth & Kinross Council
CC: Community Council

About The Kinross Newsletter

The Kinross Newsletter has been informing
and supporting the community for over 40
years.

It began as a way of letting residents know
what Kinross Community Council was saying
and doing, but soon expanded to be so much
more.

Readers use the Newsletter to find local
trades and services, and our loyal advertisers
support the community by enabling us to
publish local clubs’ reports and essential
community information free of charge.
Readers, when answering an advertisement,
please say you saw it in the Newsletter.
Thank you.

The Newsletter is published by Kinross
Newsletter Limited (company no SC374361).
Any profits are transferred to charitable
company Kinross Community Council
Newsletter Limited (charitable company
SC040913) to be given away to local good
causes.
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Elephants Not Hippos

THE LETTERS SECTION OF the last three editions of the News-
letter has, unsurprisingly, shown that Kinross-shire is an exact
microcosm of the whole of Scotland. It seems we are either a
Nationalist or a Unionist, a Yesser or a No Thanker, a Westmin-
ster fan or a Holyrood supporter! Everything that affects us has
to be seen through the constitutional lens. This is as debilitat-
ing as it is depressing and it is only going to get worse.

Any political discourse is wrapped up in this divide, nothing
can be discussed without reference to whose fault it is for
things going wrong. The SNP are incompetent, the Tories are
greedy, Westminster is full of self-serving cronies, Holyrood
cannot do anything successfully, Sturgeon good/bad, John-
ston good/bad (delete as appropriate) goes the narrative.

From discussion with friends and personal experience this
issue has split families. Conversational topics are limited, or
even completely ignored, humour is checked in case offence
is taken. This is the sad reality of Scotland.

The referendum in 2014 confirmed to me that | was neither
a Unionist or a Nationalist. | wanted a reformed UK, no one can
deny that it needs altering. That is why | support Home Rule for
Scotland. For those who do not know what this means it is a fed-
eral arrangement where there is mutual respect between the
Edinburgh and London parliaments. Scotland would take control
of all domestic powers, raising all its own money and taking full
responsibility for the spending the resources, leaving Westmin-
ster with only those necessary for the maintenance of the Union,
such as monetary policy, foreign policy and defence. This could be
a precursor for a fully federal UK. Home Rule was supported by
Robert Cunninghame Graham, who in 1934 became the first pres-
ident of the Scottish National Party. Alex Salmond in 2014 even
offered David Cameron the opportunity to put this structure as a
third question on the referendum ballot paper. Cameron turning it
down was not his only mistake during his premiership.

As a proud Scot it saddens me to see my country torn apart
by the constitutional division. | have always found compro-
mise is a great human positive, you might not get all that
you want but the benefits of seeing worth in others ideas
and working cohesively benefits everyone. Let’s all become
elephants, with big ears and small mouths instead of hippos,
with big mouths and small ears. There is a third way.

David A MacKenzie
Kinross

No More Politics Please

| READ THE NEWSLETTER every month and find it both
interesting and informative. The content is very good and
standard of photography excellent.

It is a pity then, that in recent editions, we have been sub-
jected to letters where the authors present their own strong
political opinions. It is, of course, absolutely no problem that
such views are held but | do not believe that the letters col-
umn of a local newsletter is the place to express them. Else-
where in the Newsletter there are regular features by both
Councillors and Parliamentarians but they generally manage

Newsletter Deadlines
A list of future deadlines can be found on our website

www.kinrossnewsletter.org

Congratulations! -

Congratulations to Charlie & Beth Foley of Milnathort
who celebrate their Golden Wedding on 6 August.

With love from Joanne, James and Josh

to confine themselves to local issues without forcing their
political viewpoints upon the rest of us.

Can | ask therefore that we are not subjected to the po-
litical opinions of others through the letters pages of your
otherwise excellent publication.

Simon Byford, Scotlandwell

It is Newsletter practice to allow readers to voice opinions on
any topic, provided they are not libellous or in bad taste. [Ed.]

Extremely Free Range!

HERE IS A PICTURE of one of our hens next to our railway
bench.

From the Pinkerton family, Milnathort

Adult Pregnancy, Kids, Baby Yoga & Meditation weekly
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LOCH LEVEN'S

LARDER

Afternoon Tea
Give the gift of a Gift Voucher

wwwe lochlevenslarder.com

MIHAUS |

complete kitchen & bathroom solutions :

il P
Exquisite Kitchens & Bathrooms

Designed for the Conn%ur ﬁ.snf..e _

www.mihaus.co.uk
T 0845 982 5486

Unit 5, Suite 3 Lewis House

Lomond Business Park Unit 213, East Way
Glenrothes Hillend Industrial Park
Fife Dalgety Bay

KYe 2PJ KY11 9JF
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FURY AT MESS LEFT BY DIRTY CAMPERS

THERE HAVE BEEN ONGOING issues
with campers pitching up at Loch Leven,
especially at Burleigh Sands, and leav-
ing a trail of destruction behind them.
While wild camping is perfectly legal,
responsible wild campers pitch their
tents in the wilderness, often complete-
ly unseen by others. They do notimpose
their presence on local beauty spots or
leave litter. Camping right next to a car
park or in the heart of a frequently vis-
ited beauty spot is not a fair definition
of ‘wild camping’ which leaves no trace.

Local residents took to social media
to express their outrage at the mess
and litter left behind, with photos of
overflowing bins and many concerned
for the natural environment. There
was even an old mattress dumped at
Burleigh Sands. One person said they
saw a campervan dumping waste into
a car park drain. Another commented:
‘People are slowly destroying it. We've
not seen the otters or the kingfishers in

ages and they were regulars here.

Cllr Willie Robertson expressed his
disapproval of the mess that wild camp-
ing and camper vanning is making of
our beauty spots around Loch Leven
and said ‘l am aware that there are very
limited powers to control these anti-so-
cial activities but we can’t allow this un-
fettered access to continue.

‘The Loch Lomond and the Trossachs

National Park Authority uses a camp-
ing permit system which appears to
have had a beneficial impact.’ See his
column on p30 for his correspondence
with the Council’'s Community Greens-
pace manager.

Neil Mitchell, NatureScot reserve
manager at Loch Leven, said: “We are-
experiencing a high volume of people
camping in the area. NatureScot staff

have been on site at the weekends en-
gaging with visitors and reminding peo-
ple to remove all litter and not to light
fires or BBQs.

We want people to enjoy their visits
but it’s important that we all do our bit to
keep our countryside as we would all wish
to find it. Our message to visitors is to bag
up all your litter and, if bins are full, take it
home with you to dispose of’

THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC is one of the most significant
historical events of recent times. For the last 18 months, the pan-
demic has impacted almost every aspect of our lives. It has been
a time of enormous change for us all, full of new challenges, dif-
ferent ways of living, working and keeping in touch with friends
and families — with many ups and downs along the way.

In May 2020, Culture Perth and Kinross launched a collecting
project to record the impact of the pandemic in Perth & Kinross
so that future generations can learn about our experiences. Staff
across the organisation have created a ‘Covid-19 Collection’
containing photos, objects, diaries, newsletters, leaflets, poems,
and other records. The Collection will show how people and
communities have been affected and how they have supported
each other. The Collection will be preserved and made available
to researchers in the Perth & Kinross Archive and Perth Muse-
um & Art Gallery.

Recording The Pandemic

PERTH AND KINROSS COVID-19 COLLECTING PROJECT

Culture Perth and Kinross would like to ensure that the Col-
lection represents communities across the region and invite you
to contribute. If you have documented the year through photo-
graphs, diaries, or other ways, please consider depositing them
in the Collection. And if you or your local community have
done something amazing, please let us know — we would love
to include this too! You can get in touch by emailing covid-
19collecting@culturepk.org.uk or telephoning 01738 444 949,

Further information is also available on our website www.cul-
turepk.org.uk/covidcollecting.

We also have an online survey where you can share your ex-
periences and views about the pandemic. Over 500 people have
completed the survey so far, and all responses will be added to
the Collection. You will find it here www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/
CPK-COVID-19 and can complete it anonymously or include
your name.
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News

Good To Go For
The Kinross Show!

KINROSS SHOW WILL GO ahead as
planned on Saturday 14 August after
the event licence was granted from
Perth and Kinross Council. President
of Kinross-shire Agricultural Society,
Harold Greer, confirmed the show will
take place as a predominately open-air
event at RSPB Loch Leven near Kinross.

Harold commented, ‘This year more
than ever we look forward to welcom-
ing exhibitors and visitors back to Kinross
Show. We formed a Covid team a few
months ago and the group has worked
tirelessly to interpret the rules and keep
up with the ever-changing regulations.
The team recently achieved ‘We’re Good
To Go’ accreditation for the event and I'm
delighted Kinross Show can go ahead and
enable our local community and visitors
from further afield to come together safe-
ly and enjoy a fantastic day out.

Regular visitors will be pleased to
learn the original format has been re-
tained but the layout has been adapted
to use as much outdoor space as possi-
ble. Judges are in place for the livestock
and horse competitions; the vintage
tractor display and dog show (please
book through the website this year) will
take place. The premium list is availa-
ble online and entries are open until 2
August. Extra space has been allocated
between the trade stands and the arts
and crafts traders will operate in an out-

6 Kinross Newsletter

door zone alongside a farmers’ market
which will see artisan food producers
and local farmers trade at the show for
the first time. The Scottish Women’s In-
stitute has taken a break from running
their competitions marquee this year;
the committee look forward to their re-
turnin 2022.

Following on from last year’s suc-
cessful first ever Kinross Show Garden
Competition it was decided to run this
again as an alternative to the Flower
Show which will also return in 2022.
Claire Paton, Flower Show convenor, is
encouraging every keen gardener to get
involved and submit an entry. ‘Whatev-
er size or type of garden whether it be
very large or very small, in the country
or in the town please enter this year’s
competition. Just drop an email to the

3

secretary at kinrossshow@aol.com and
we will then make arrangements to
judge the garden.” says Claire.

The main ring will remain the focal
point, look out for dairy cattle judging
in the morning and fun events in the af-
ternoon. A one-way system will operate
to guide visitors from the entrance gate
in a safe flow round the show ground.
There will be sanitiser points at key lo-
cations, additional staff have also been
employed to clean public areas. The
measures mean that spectators will be
able to safely view the events in the
main ring.

After such a prolonged period of not
seeing neighbours and friends the or-
ganisers anticipate many visitors will
wish to socialise so have extended the
picnic area up into the hillier part of the




showground. A quiet area will also be
created for those that feel more vulner-
able. ‘Food and drink will be available
so bring a picnic blanket, sit down and
enjoy the spectacular view of Loch Lev-
en, comments Mr Greer. The Scottish
Fiddle Orchestra will be playing on the
entertainment stage and again in the
main ring so it’s likely the sounds of top
quality Scottish music will add to the
atmosphere. ‘We are doing everything
possible to make people feel safe and
relaxed at Kinross Show,” he adds.

Tickets for the Kinross Show will be
available to buy online from Monday
26 July at www.kinross-show.co.uk

Entrance to Kinross Show will be
by ticket only. Please do not arrive at
the Kinross Show without a ticket, as
entry will be refused. Track and Trace
information will be collected at point
of sale, temperature checks will be car-
ried out at entrance gates. Exhibitors
and visitors are asked to familiarise
themselves with the terms and condi-
tions before purchasing tickets or en-
tering competitions.

For The Children

Tyre Decorating Competition

In a change from our very popular Scare-
crow competition this is an opportunity
to get the family creative juices flowing
and decorate a tyre. There is no theme
so we look forward to seeing lots of col-

ourful decorated entries to brighten up
the showground. Please remember to
keep the creation light (not heavy) as it
will need to be carried to the competi-
tion area.

We are delighted that a few special
farm animals will visit the show to let
the kids see and get to know the local
livestock and make the connections be-
tween farming and food. In the absence
of the marquee, outdoor activities for
children will be available, the small
fairground area will keep younger chil-
dren amused and a scavenger hunt with
clues on a trail, will be a fun way for all
ages to explore the show with a goody
bag prize for every completed entry.

News
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SCOTTISH GLIDING CENTRE

This could bhe you!

One day courses and Learn to Glide packages now
available. Experience the thrill of this exhilarating sport and
join us in the skies!

www.scottishglidingcentre.co.uk
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News

CLASSICS ON PARADE

THE 2ND VI GRAND CLASSIC Car
Rally was held on Friday 16 July in the
warm sunny weather we’ve been enjoying
this summer. Eight cars took part in the
45 mile, mystery tour of rural Perthshire,
starting at The Village Inn, Milnathort and
finishing at Stanley Mills for a much appre-
ciated picnic under the trees of the visitor’s
car park.

Thankfully there were no breakdowns
despite many of the cars being over 40
years old and all found their way to the picnic assembly point
in good time. The temporary and rather angular bridge at Glen
Devon Forest on the B934, Yetts O’ Muckhart to Dunning road
proved an obstacle of concern to the organisers. Most made the
crossing safely, however a few could only avoid grounding the
exhaust by first unloading their passengers.

Teams were required to gather names on farm, road and house
signs along the way to gain points and the winning crew was hus-
band and wife team, David and Claire Cottingham followed close-
ly by Dave and Elaine Sparling. Both received prizes kindly do-
nated by the proprietors of The Village Inn, Steven and Caroline.
Caroline completed the event by awarding a prize donated by a
local anonymous equine businessman for the most interesting car
to Kenny Claydon, for his beautifully turned out 1954 Riley RM.

Photos by Richard Scott

Do You:Need a Cleaner

We probably already clean for your friends, neighbours or colleagues!

Our team of cleaners are Experienced, Disclosed, Fully Insured and their work is Guaranteed.

Call: 01577.862:696 / 07 999510 500

e-mail: ciacleaning@live.co.uk

Dollar, Muckhart, Glendevon, Powmill, Crook of Devon, Cleish,

Kinross, Milnathort, Mawecarse, Duncreivie, Glenfarg,

Balgedie, Kinnesswood, Scotlandwell

C.L.A Cleaning, 77 High Street, Kinross, KY13 8AA

HOUSE WANTED

Detached 3/4 bedroom house

Would consider 2 bedroom if room to extend

Kinross/Milnathort/surrounding area

No chain and can move to suit seller

Contact Elaine on 07429 002959
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News

Advantage Fossoway!

Fossoway Tennis Club had a very esteemed guest to open
their new court - and to play some games with the kids!

STRAWBERRIES AND CREAM, big crowds and Murray on
the court with racquet in hand; it can only mean one thing
— Wimbledon? Well, yes, but this was also the scene in the
Crook of Devon on a warm Sunday morning in July.

Judy Murray came to Fossoway Tennis Club to officially
open the newly resurfaced and coloured court and to deliver
coaching sessions to both the young and not so young! An
initiative of the Judy Murray Foundation, Judy emphasised
how important small community tennis courts are and the
importance of making tennis fun and accessible for all. She
described local tennis clubs as ‘the lifeblood of Scottish ten-
nis’, praising them for being above all, welcoming.

With her assistant, Fiona Bennie, and the help of Fosso-
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Judy with (left) Isla Devanny and (right) Isla Bolton. Pic: Catherine Devanny

way coach, Alessia Palmieri, she worked with young kids and
parents for over an hour demonstrating fun drills and games
that parents can use to encourage their children and improve
basic tennis skills. The second session (also lasting more than
an hour) was intended for those of an intermediate and ad-

Pic: Shivali Shah




Whatever had /ust happened it was rea//y funny Pic: Shlval/ Shah

vanced skill set and demonstrated drills and games that al-
lowed a large group to participate, learn skills and enjoy ten-
nis. The highlight of the day for many of the kids was seeing
the water bombs explode as the adults batted them away
only to be left drenched by the contents! There was a won-
derful atmosphere on the day, with happy, smiling children to
be seen everywhere, and although some of them got soaked,
their adults also looked to have had a fantastic time.

Local mum Catherine Devanny said, ‘We all enjoyed the
session. It has given me so many fun ideas and games to play
at home with Isla to help develop her tennis skills and reac-
tion time. Isla loved all the different games! The relay races
were her favourite, especially when the water balloons came
out. | think smashing water balloons with the racquet will be
a popular activity in our house this summer!’

Between sessions, Judy officially opened the new court
surface by cutting the ceremonial ribbon, ably assisted by Sa-
rah Cassels and Isla Campbell. Judy again spoke of the impor-
tance of the ‘accessibility’ to tennis and emphasised the part
played by the community to ensure facilities are available for
all to enjoy. After performing the opening ceremony, two of

Judy flanked by club president Gerry Keegan (I) and coach Alessia Palmieri (r)
Pic: Shivali Shah
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the young members —Isla Bolton and Isla Devanny — present-
ed Judy and Fiona with a bouquet of flowers and a memento
of Crook of Devon. There was time for selfies and autographs
and Judy was only too willing to oblige. Judy was impressed
by the work done at the club and has offered to come back
to deliver workshops and more — an offer the club certainly
won’t refuse!

The visit has been the culmination of years of hard work
by the committee at Fossoway Tennis Club. Although ap-
proaching its centenary, the club has only recently secured

/;':/ f s Ciny \ﬁ}:{j . Oy
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It's your.time to shine....

HIGH'STREET;KINROSS

07368108232
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SAASH.
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 SWB VAN
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Please like and follow our Facebook page for tips, offers and reviews 3
» EVERY MONTH - AN EXCLUSIVE FACEBOOK COMPETITION
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Wines & Beers » Newsagents
Bakers * Groceries
Chilled Foods * Lottery
Coffee & Teato Go * Food to Go
P'._'i‘-,-" Point = Flowers
Please like the Facebook page
Keystore H re Kinross to get more updates
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Mon-Sat 7am - 9pm Sun 8.30am - 8.30pm
* F W * kW W

Green Rd, Kinross KY13 8TU 01577 862691

LOFT CONUERSIDNS EKTENSiONS
DOORS + WINDOWS ¢ VELUX
KITCHENS GEHERAL REPAIRS

'u ndertaken at reasnnable prlces
For a FREE Quotation

CaII' 01577 862315 * Mob: 07714 202405

"'HEW ngﬁﬁlelgﬁt Ro—nﬁﬁﬁtem
allows you to convert your conservatory into a new
and usable space that looks & feels like an extension

USE YOUR CONSERVATORY 12 MONTHS OF THE YEAR

NEW PVC FACIAS
GUTTERING
FULL ROOFS
REPAIRS
REPLACE ROOFS
TILE OR SLATE
LEAD WORK
RE-POINT
CHIMNEYS

TEL: 01577 898507 MOB: 07796 824403
EMAIL: KINROSSROOFINGANDBUILDING@GMAIL.COM
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membership of the LTA. Through the PACES accreditation
programme a development structure has been adopted and
the club’s future is looking bright. They are lucky to have the
services of a local coach. Alessia Palmieri is a level 3 LTA qual-
ified coach and her enthusiasm and coaching skills have been
instrumental in attracting new members and have helped re-
invigorate the club. For the first time in its history, this year
has seen young members, under the guidance of Alessia,
compete in recognised LTA events representing Fossoway
Tennis Club; we are all very proud of them.

Although the progress over the last few years has been in-
credible, there are still improvements to be made. The club is

News

progressive in its outlook and is currently looking at ways to
secure long term status with a focus on ‘inclusiveness’— ten-
nis for all at an affordable price. Gerry Keegan, President of
the club told the Newsletter, ‘Our first priority now is to get
toilets and disabled access in.

Gerry said, ‘This special day was only possible due to the
input of the committee and individual members, who, at short
notice, rallied round to ensure the visit went smoothly. Thanks
also to lain and Susan from Caledonia Washrooms who sup-
plied hand sanitising dispensers at no charge to the club/

*Judy Murray will be at Kinross Tennis Club on Sunday 8 August

STUDIOS

NEW to Green Road in Kinross, Rebecca of By Rebecca Studios has expanded her handmade jewellery business, formerly Holly
Silver Jewellery, to now offer two fantastic retail shops, sitting alongside her Jewellery studio.

The jewellery shop showcases all of the latest jewellery designs and collections, and next door, the By Rebecca Craft Collective
shop supports locally-made arts and crafts, as well as other small independent businesses with gifts from clothing, glassware,
ceramics to a wide selection of art.

By Rebecca Studio Shops
Situated behind the Green Hotel

QL - —*‘A

Opening Hours:
Monday - Saturday 11-5pm
By Rebecca Studios
Garage House
Green Road
Kinross
KY13 8TU

www.by-rebecca.com

o hollysilverbyrebecca

o byrebeccacraftcollective

hollysilverbyrebecca
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Heroes Parade For Fossoway Gatherlng

A CHILDREN’S FANCY DRESS pa-
rade on the theme of heroes and a guest
celebrity hero from the world of sport
will launch the 2021 Fossoway Gather-
ing at Waulkmill Park, Crook of Devon at
12.30pm on Saturday 4 September. With
expectations of further easing of Covid-19
restrictions in August all are looking for-
ward to a safe and enjoyable day out.

The committee are delighted that a strong
response from youth and community or-
ganisations will ensure a wide variety of
activities, stalls, displays and entertainment
to interest and engage the young and not so
young! The programme includes children’s
storytelling, fun fair activities, sports, mi-
ni-flower show, crafts, arena displays, live
music and so much more. A variety of re-
freshments will be available across the site.
The Gathering is a great opportunity to support local clubs and
societies and to learn more about what they can offer.

There are ways you can contribute to the success of the event now.

Volunteer to help with site set-up and take-down and with a va-
riety of tasks during the day itself. If you think you can spare a few
hours of your time please contact fossowaygathering@gmail.com.

Donate to the crowd funder: www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/
fossowaygathering. The cancellation of the 2020 Fossoway Gather-
ing and Covid-19 restrictions over the past year have curtailed fund-
raising activities. Any donation would be hugely appreciated.

The committee look forward to welcoming you to the Gathering
this year. Keep in touch with on Facebook @FossowayGathering

SEWING ALTERATIONS

by MAUREEN

Fully qualified
01577 865478

MR & MRS THE HANDY TEAM

Painting, decorating, repairs interior/exterior
General maintenance work
Flat pack assemble assistance
No job too small / free quotes

CONTACT/TEXT 07532811723 / 075328141124

Email: mrandmrsreadyforaction@gmail.com
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FOSSOWAY HORTICULTURAL
SOCIETY NO-SHOW

SADLY, FOSSOWAY & DISTRICT Horticultural Society are
not able to hold their annual Show this year due to con-
tinuing restrictions. However... they are planning to hold a
Mini Show at the Fossoway Gathering on Saturday 4 Sep-
tember at the Crook of Devon, Waulkmill Park.

So, please have a look at the various categories open
for adults and children on the Facebook page: Fossoway
& District Horticultural Society or email fossowayflower-
show@outlook.com

There will be loads of other great things going on and
they look forward to seeing you with your entries. There
will also be a raffle of vegetables and flowers, children’s
sunflower competition and quiz. All very welcome!

SCOTLANDWELL FRAMES

Bespoke framing for your sport shirts,
photos, paintings, prints & mementos

14 Friar Place, SCOTLANDWELL

Call Stuart Garvie
01592 840825/07788 142909
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CALEDONIA vs THE ROMANS

WHO DOESN’T LOVE AN adventure
story? This is one which can carry you away
to a far flung place, as well as being set in a
period of history you may know little about
and certainly could barely imagine living in.
The hero of The Tribute is a young man living
in Pictish Caledonia in 164CE, a period not
often the subject of novels, probably because
of the historical knowledge and imagination
required to write about it well.

The debut novel of Kinross-shire’s Gerry
Marshall is an engaging story of a hero on a
quest that encompasses work, war, love and
overcoming difficult odds. The Tribute is set
against the background of Caledonia (Scot-
land) at the time of the Roman occupation.

The Roman army of occupation of the last
40 years is in decline and retreat. Quarrelling
local tribes compete for control and rebellion
is in the air.

The weakened Romans are buying peace
and time with bribes of silver — ‘The Tribute’

KINROSS BRANCH

01577 208761
167 High St, Kinross KY13 8DA
www.thefreshfishplace.co.uk

— but even this is failing to retain con-
trol and pacify the country.

Against this background, the for-
tunes of two young people become
entwined when their worlds collide:
Aileen, a Pictish princess and Gaius,
a young Roman officer.

Their lives are thrown into turmoil
as they are caught between loyalties
to family and country. The theft of
the latest payment of silver to the
Picts from the Romans is the trigger
for the action that engulfs everyone.

For Gaius and Aileen, it is a bat-
tle to survive.

Gerry’s first novel is an engross-
ing read that would be suitable
for anyone interested in history,
appealing to both the adult and
young adult market. It is available
from Lumphanan Press at www.lumphanan-
press.co.uk/product/the-tribute/

P
Fish

PLACE

THE

Fresh

Fresh Fish daily from Peterhead
OVER 60 CHOICES

FRESH, SHELLFISH, FROZEN RANGE and MARINADE
Follow us on Facebook page for Great Reviews
Photos of Customer Dishes
And Delicious Recipes
Open Tues. - Fri. 9:30 am - 4:30 pm Sat. 9:30am - 3 pm

Closed Sunday and Monday
Due to Covid-19, opening hours may be subject to change.
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Beautiful
Outdoor
Stoves & BBQ’s

in the showroom

KINROSS

STOVE CENTRE Available from us onli
. - .

Turfhills, Kinross, KY13 ONQ
01577 861440 info@kinrossstovecentre.co.uk
www.kinrossstovecentre.co.uk

Carpenter & Joiner

A skilled and experienced
Craftsman

Full kitchen design and installation

www.JonathanAuborn.co.uk

References Available

- Zeapey
323 | 1
*° i
The Treehouse

Indoor Play

Jamesfield Centre
Abernethy
www. rechouseandgy moouk
infogmreehouseandgymeouk

DITIE85111
n @trechouseandgym @

e
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QWIERTIYIN]
SERVICES

YOUR LOCAL
COMPUTER EXPERTS

COVYERING PERTH
& KINROSS

We pride ourselves on offering the best service to all of cur customers at an
affordable price.We abways go the extra mile to make sure all of our clients
Feturn to U time and time l,gliﬂ. Draved Sibvdster cowmies

8 Mountview Reoad, Perth PHI ILD

01738 479 564

nfol@gwertyitservices.couk www.qwertyitservices.co.uk
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CALLUM’S A WINNER!

CALLUM ALEXANDER, a 15-year-old pupil at Kinross High
School, has won the Keep Scotland Beautiful Young Environ-
mental Reporter competition.

This international environmental journalism competition
gives anyone aged 11-25 the chance to investigate environ-
mental issues and highlight their solutions, empowering
them to take an educated stand on issues they feel strongly
about and giving them a platform to articulate them. Entries
were accepted in the form of photography, video journalism
or a written report.

Callum won in the writing category (15-18 years). What a
fantastic achievement!

He calls his 200 page report (120,000 words) his ‘Global Re-
port’ and describes its purpose as to examine and address the
injustices, threats and man-made crises in the world today,
whether that is through the global climate, water, air, food and
humanitarian crises. You can read the introduction on p49.

He told the Newsletter, ‘l was on my school lunch-break when
my mum rang and | found out that | had won the competition.
I was thrilled... almost speechless! | was very excited to meet
Prince Edward and enjoyed talking to him about my report.

Callum was presented with his framed certificate by
HRH The Earl of Forfar (Prince Edward) at Saughton Park in
Edinburgh in July.

Moving Forward With
Growbiz This Summer

COULD YOU HELP
THE EXPLORERS?

SOUTH PERTHSHIRE EXPLORERS are

WITH SO MANY NEW business
start-ups and existing enterpris-
es having to change the way
they operate, GrowBiz contin-
ues to offer free support to help
them develop and thrive.

Online events have also prov-
en extremely popular. For the
past few months, GrowBiz has
offered an online Thursday after-
noon ‘drop in surgery’ for quick
and simple answers to busi-
ness-related questions.

GrowBiz’s award-winning
mentoring programme is now
open, and it also works along-

side the Care & Wellbeing Com-
munity Interest Company (the
CIC) to develop the provision of
social care, wellbeing supports
and services across rural com-
munities of Perth & Kinross.

In 2020 they launched REDS,
a free directory and gift card
scheme for rural micro-business-
es, to provide a convenient way
for customers to shop with them.

Find out how to list your
business at www.reds.scot. For
more information on the sup-
port and events GrowBiz pro-
vides visit growbiz.co.uk.

based at the Guide Hall in Milnathort. Explorers are
for those aged 14 to 18 and offers the young people
of Kinross-shire the opportunity to gain new skills
and experiences under the guidance of the Scout
Association. We currently have several volunteer-
ing roles available with the unit and whatever you
choose, we’ll make sure you’re properly trained and
supported.

Week by week, our volunteers empower thousands
of young people to try new things, make new friends
and stand on their own two feet. You don’t need to be
Bear Grylls to join us. You don’t need to have been a
Scout when you were younger. You don’t even need
to know how to put up a tent. Whatever your skill-
set, it’s up to you what your involvement looks like:
we understand that everyone has different skills (and
amounts of time) to share.

DO YOU HAVE TIME FOR A LOCAL FAMILY?

HOME START Perth and Kinross, a charity which supports local fami-
lies, is hoping to recruit new volunteers for its new initiative, Friends of
Home Start. Volunteers deliver emotional and practical support to fam-

We’ll give you the support and training you need
to shine. You’ll also have fun, learn career-boosting
skills, and bond as a family. Because volunteering at
Scouts is a two-way street — good for young people,
and good for you too.

ilies, from breast-feeding support to sharing their parenting experience.

Would you like to help local families and can donate some time? Do
you feel you have something to offer, even if just a willingness to help
out at fundraising events? If so, please contact Home Start on 01738

638847.

If you are interested and would like more infor-
mation about the volunteering opportunities we
currently have, then please contact Daryl, Perth and
Kinross District Commissioner on 01577 830346 or
dscottsaints@yahoo.co.uk.
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KINROSS KINDNESS - THE

KINROSS KINDNESS STEMMED from a simple idea, a vision
to want to help and do something for others at the begin-
ning of the Covid-19 pandemic. The world had been suddenly
turned upside down for all of us by a pandemic that changed
all our lives. While some continued to work full-time, others
found they had no job now to go to. Some began working
from home and have still not returned to their offices. Many
vulnerable people were left frightened and unable to leave
their homes. Some people felt helpless and simply wanted to
be of practical help to others, and that’s when Kinross Kind-
ness began to take shape.

Kinross Kindness sprang into action in the first few weeks
of a very difficult time. Very quickly a system was established
so that prescriptions and shopping could be delivered to
those who were shielding or isolating and who needed help
from members of their community. Those who lived alone

18 Kinross Newsletter

or who had no family nearby could now reach out for help
to get their essentials delivered, from food shopping to pre-
scriptions. Dedicated phone lines were set up to enable chat
with people, which was really important to help prevent feel-
ings of isolation. Leaflets were delivered through doors and
word quickly spread that if you needed help, Kinross Kind-
ness were there to deliver it.

This was all made possible with the collaboration, gritty de-
termination and great energy and willingness from the entire
local community.

Kerry Drummond was one of the volunteers who wanted
to get involved. She told the Newsletter,

‘I knew straight away that | wanted to be part of it. | was
amazed how many other people also wanted to, and we
quickly became what felt like a family. Volunteers from all



News

GIFT THAT GAVE BACK

spectrums of experience, skills and backgrounds
seemed to flood in.

‘I went into this thinking | would be helping oth-
ers that needed it. What | didn’t appreciate is that
| would also gain so much from the experience.
The feeling of happiness and sense of humility you
get back is immense and something that can’t be
bought. The people in the community who needed
and used Kinross Kindness quickly became part of
our family, chatting to us as our friends would. We
talked about everything from what their favourite
bread was, to checking in on them and hearing
how they were getting on. I'm not sure our users
ever knew that the volunteers got as much from
them as they got from us. Getting something in re-
turn had never been part of the idea.

The whole experience for me has been fantastic.
I've been truly in awe of the volunteers. I've learnt
lots and, although only mostly met virtually, have
made so many friends! To anyone that has ever
considered volunteering | honestly cannot recom-
mend it enough. | think for many of us, volunteer-
ing became the gift that gave back.

Wendy McDonald told the Newsletter, “I thought
I'd be helping with a few deliveries. Who would
have known it would quickly become such a big
part of my life?

We talked online, quickly had a website in place, a contact
telephone number, a Facebook page and volunteers just kept
rolling in. We organised spreadsheets, and we got the help
out there where it was needed. As things got busier we need-

ed rotas and we expanded the admin team to keep up with it
all. All of this was done very quickly and without meeting any
of the other people involved. The knowledge, commitment,
strengths and personalities of every one of the volunteers en-
abled the group to become the success it was.

| am fortunate to now know (even
though we haven’t physically met) so
many wonderful people who were
like-minded and just wanted to help oth-
ers in this time of crisis. | still look forward
to the day when we can all get togetherin
real life and celebrate our achievements
together. | am thankful to lots of people
for all the support they have given but a
special mention goes to Shona who was
always available to help point us in the
right direction when we got stuck.

I am humbled by all the thanks and
praise from so many of the people who
have used our services to all our vol-
unteers. | am so proud of what we all
achieved’

And what do the community say?

‘What would we have done without
them all? | do not know! They were de-
livering our meds when there were big
gueues at the chemist, as we could not
stand that long in the cold. The cheery
chats we had many a day — thank you for

all the help. You are the best.
“You all did a great job! Thank you
!’I

all

“Fabulous initiative — well done all
involved.”



sAL SERVICES TO THE PEOPLE AND BUSIMESSES
OF THE KINROSS AREA SINCE 1888

ESTATE AGENCY + CONVEYANCING * EXECUTRIES = WILLS = TRUSTS
POWERS OF ATTORNEY - MATRIMONIAL LAW

01577 862302 18 High Street, Kinross, KY13 BAN  contact@jgwilson.co.uk  www.jgwilson.co.uk

3 i, A
s | RSP rightmove - m n D
S 1 L fLpo.oom

LOCHVIEW Personal Face to Face

Financial Advice
FINANCIAL PLANNING

Developing
Long Term Relationships
with Clients

18 High Street, Kinross. KY13 8AN

www.lochviewfinancialplanning.co.uk

Your home may be repossessed if you
do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
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*‘  GLENDEVON
. ENERGY

BASED IN CROOK OF DEVON

BIOMASS | HEAT PUMPS
SOLAR THERMAL

Service & Maintenance

Fast Response Times | Family Run

Highly Experienced Engineers

01577 840579

sales@glendevonenergy.co.uk

® () www.glendevonenergy.co.uk

Tullibole Mill Farm, Crook of Devon, Kinross, KY13 QUL

(ONA'S Colice Shop

MUCKHART

COME AND ENJOY:
MoRMNING COFFEE + LUNCH *+ AFTERNOOM TEA
ok
ALL FOOD FRESHLY PREPARED AND ALL CAKES
LOVINGLY |;g=|= BAKED.

ENJOY A RELAXING ATMOSPHERE
L2 2

OFEM 7 DAYS
wokk

GIFTS, HANDBAGS & JEWELERY
EXE

OUTSIDE CATERING ASK FOR DETAILS

RESERVATIONS CALL 01259 781322
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
WWW. MONASOFMUCKHART.CO.UK

m‘

o | \
i u '

U AUGUST STREET TRADING

CROOK VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK

SATURDAY 7ih L,
GLENFARG VILLAGE HALL CAR PARK
SATURDAY 14th p
.l AILNATHORT @ STEWART & SMART GARAGE
| Y 19th

S .1. _‘_".gﬁrE:n'!"D - 5 O H ..
TO BOOK YOUR PICK UPSLOT
PHONE ¢ TEXT § FB MESSAGE :__;ﬂ

| Sl 1o

AND DON'T FORGET ABOUT OUR DIY PIZZA KITS!
KINROSS-SHIRE DELIVERIES AVAILABLE

i ©

e : info@pizzavia.co.uk t:07591 1044652

VP Property Maintenance and
Development

From historical properties to modern new builds,
we have you covered with our local and
reliable one-call service.

e Extensions and alterations

e Loft conversions

e Garage conversions

e Garden offices

e Kitchens and bathrooms

e Guttering installations

e Interior and exterior painting with 8 year guarantee
e Decking service

e Wooden flooring

e Insurance refurbishment

Contact us on: 01577 865070 / 07411 766113

Email: thevppropertygroup@gmail.com
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TRYCURLING

Kinross Curling
Green Road, Kinross KY13 8TU

Have you ever fancied a go at Curling?
Well, now’s your chance!
We will be hosting ‘Try Curling’ sessions on the following days:
Sunday 19 September 2021 at 12.15pm
Monday 20 September 2021 at 5.45pm

The cost per session is £10.00 per person, and all the basic
equipment is provided at the rink. So no worries on that front.

This is a very sociable sport, suitable for a range of ages and
abilities. So come along and give it a go!

For further information or to register, please contact:

Brendan Todd
tel. 07938517340

e-mail:  curlingdev@kinrosscurling.co.uk

SCOITISH

@cumma
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News

COUNTY FABRICS SALE

COUNTY FABRICS IS AN Alad-
din’s cave of discontinued designer fab-
rics set in a former watermill in Crook of
Devon. The owner Katie Evans left the
corporate world eight years ago to take
over the running of the shop and she
hasn’t looked back.

Over the last couple of years the
showroom has undergone an extensive
renovation with a new roof, new win-
dows, a welcoming wood burning stove,
bespoke fabric displays and cleverly de-
signed corners filled with beautiful fab-
rics that can only be appreciated when
you visit in person.

Every year (apart from 2020, of
course!) County Fabrics has held a
warehouse clearance sale where prices
are slashed dramatically and people are
able to buy designer fabrics at a frac-
tion of the retail price. This year Katie
has decided to go bigger and better as
we all need something to look forward
to! There will be a larger marquee in
the showroom gardens which will be
stacked full of discounted fabrics and
soft furnishings, plus an area for guest
designer Iona Buchanan.

The Warehouse Clearance event also
helps to raise funds for a chosen charity.
The 2021 event will support a recently
formed charity called The Stephen Lyon
Foundation. The addition of SLO this
year is one that Katie and the team are
very pleased to support.

Jackie Lyon who founded SLO ex-
plained who they are ‘SLO is a family
based charity that was set up for the ben-
efit of the local community. They work

within the heart of the Kinross commu-
nity to provide support to individuals
that experience suicidal thoughts. We
recognise them as valuable and unique
people that enrich community growth
and development, so want to ensure that
they receive the support and expert ser-
vices they need and deserve, at a time
when they need it most.” The funds are
raised by donations given to a Charity
Cafe in the marquee which is stacked
full of delicious treats, tea and coffee.
The County Fabrics Team are ex-
perts in their field and together with
their makers they have filled windows
across Scotland with made to measure
curtains and blinds. Not only do they
stock hundreds of rolls of fabric, they
also have a dedicated area in the show-
room that houses a library of books

and hangars for you to peruse. They
also pride themselves on sourcing any
fabric that a customer may have spot-
ted somewhere else.

They are currently in the middle of re-
branding which will include a shiny new
website which offers the visitor a unique
view into County Fabrics World. Watch
this space!

We really hope to see everyone at the
event, even if to stop just for a chat with
a cup of tea and cake.

The Warehouse Clearance Event runs
from 20-22 August from 10am-4pm.
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DRYSDALES TRAILER
ENGINEERING

-~
-
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SERVICES

Trailer re
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Dryadales Milnathart Ltd
Ladeside Yard, Stirling Boad, Milnathort KY13 xR

VAT Fep hx BI7 5308 04 Compery Reg. Mo SC4Z251

UBary 7
, C
Painter and Decorator
Interior & Exterior
all QAsSpPeCTs of the frade coverad,
high quality work by skilled fradesmen
tel: 01577 864101 e,
mob: 07941 396 266 £ 3

il
“ER i

i / !
www.barrymcguiredecorator.co.uk
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P
BARRY WATSON JOINERY

Quality. Experienced. Tradesman.
All internal and external joinery works.

4 Gallowhill Road, Kinross, KY13 BRA

T: 07725527818
E: barrywatson09@hotmail.com

*1 had a full house of
windows fitted when |
was rencvating
friy horme, Barry is
hard worker and
delivered a great
service - on time and
on budgat”

Mirs Lorraine McMillan,
Maorar Road.
Crassford

in Dunfermiine. |
fld Jaooineline
er with 17 years
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PARTNERSHIP FOR THE FUTURE

LAUNCHED IN 1998, as part of Scot-
tish Government’s Rural Partnership
Scheme, the Kinross-shire Partnership
is a volunteer run, not-for-profit limited
company. Its objectives are to identify,
promote and encourage opportunities
in Kinross-shire for:

e Economic and Tourism Development
e Community Recreational Facilities

e Environmental Improvement

® Promotion of other projects for

the wellbeing of the County and

to support and co-ordinate groups

currently engaged in such activities.

The Partnership acts as a ‘think tank’, a
catalyst, and a co-ordinator of disparate
groups; an umbrella organisation, and a
facilitator to achieve substantial change.

So how has this played out over the
past 23 years? The Partnership has been
actively involved in numerous projects,
and continues to act on behalf of local
residents, organisations and business-
es. Many groups’ beginnings were sup-
ported by the Partnership, including
The Friends of Kirkgate, KLEO, The Kin-
ross-shire Fund and Aerospace Kinross.
The Partnership continues to work with
TRACKS, Nature Scot, Historic Scotland,
Visit Scotland, Perthshire Tourism Part-
nership and RSPB, to name but a few.

Launched in 2002, the website www.
kinross.cc, a joint project with Kinross
Community Council, was one of the
first community websites in Scotland.
It continues to serve the community
with comprehensive information for
residents, businesses and visitors. It is
currently undergoing a major upgrade.

Examples of other Partnership
achievements include securing funding,
and organising, electrification of Mar-
ket Park; providing support and funding
to help the Cricket Club move to Loch
Leven’s Larder; funding signage divert-
ing HGVs off the M90 at Junction 5 to
reduce lorries in Kinross before the ring
road. 2014 saw the first Networking
Breakfast at Loch Leven’s Larder. Cov-
id forced these onto virtual platforms,
where they continue for now.

Tourism has always been a focus of
the Partnership’s activity, starting with
the early creation of Visitor Information
Points. In 2009 the mobility scooters
scheme was initiated, funded and facili-
tated through the Partnership, allowing
people with mobility issues to access
the Heritage Trail.

The Tourism Forum was established
as a sub-group and www.visitlochlev-
en.org was created. The Forum con-

tinues today, playing an important role
in keeping Kinross-shire’s interests
prominent with organisations like Visit
Scotland and Perthshire Tourism Part-
nership. Members of the Forum meet
with these and similar bodies to ensure
information flows from and to the Shire.

The Partnership is actively looking for

new members, in particular for someone
to coordinate the work of the Tourism Fo-
rum. If you are interested in finding out
more and think you have skills to help,
please email mail@kinrosspartnership.
org.uk. The need for The Kinross-shire
Partnership as a facilitator of substantial
change has never been greater!

Ca Share Scheme Launc

LOCAL CHARITABLE ORGANISATION Kinross-shire Move Greener
(KMGO) has partnered with Enterprise Car Club to launch a car share scheme for
Kinross-shire.

The scheme is the first of KMGO’s projects which are aimed at providing prac-
tical alternatives and opportunities for people to make a small but positive impact
on the environment; promoting health and wellbeing; and generating sustainable
local economic activity.

Malcolm McFarlane of KMGO, said; ‘KMGO is delighted to be able to bring a
car share scheme to Kinross-shire, made possible through the hard work of a small
group of volunteers and with the support of Kinross Community Council, Perth &
Kinross Council and grants from CoMo UK and the Kinross Common Good Fund.

Our first car, which is based at Old Causeway Car Park (Millbridge Hall) is a
mid-size family car. For now, it is a hybrid (petrol/electric), but there is a request
in with P&K Council for electric charging points. As soon as those chargers are in
place, we will switch to a full electric vehicle. We plan to expand the fleet to include
vans, wheelchair accessible vehicles and a minibus — all fully electric. So, in time,
we will have a fleet of vehicles for just about every need.

KMGO can now offer residents, local businesses and organisations an alternative
to running their own vehicles. Research shows that one well-utilised car share vehicle
can reduce the environmental impact by the equivalent of 11 other vehicles. Renting
the car share vehicle, just for essential journeys, reduces the number of non-essential
journeys and gets people walking and cycling more, which has a positive effect on
health and well-being. And we will involve local businesses in cleaning and mainte-
nance — which has a small but, again, positive impact on the local economy.’

Joining the car share scheme is easy and, as well as the environmental and other
benefits, it can be much more economical than running your own vehicle. To join
the scheme and or to find out more about KMGO, please visit www.movegreener.org
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Lauriston Nursery are delighted
to have been awarded Investors

In Young People Standard

Accreditation 2018 which

recognises our continued
commitment to the recruitment,

support, development and
retention of young people in our “ﬁ-

business as well as our W M

investment in training within the NURSERY
nursery sector. We will continue

to strive to nurture their potential
and support their growth.

From January 2019, Lauriston
Nursery can offer funded
spaces at our bespoke facility

In the heart of Kinross for all
aged 3 to school age.

Since opening our first nursery in
Dunfermline ten years ago, our
family owned business have been
setting the standard of childcare to a
high level. If you are looking for
affordable, high quality childcare
call: 01577 383838

RAISING THE STANDARD OF
CHILDCARE
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News

Far East POWs Honoured By Local Writer

LAST YEAR SAW THE 75th anniver-
sary of the cessation of fighting in the Far
East (V] Day) but, as with so very many
special occasions, Covid-19 restrictions
were in place and the event was scaled
down. This year an even larger VIJ75+1
was planned to take place on 15 August
at the National Memorial Arboretum, Staf-
fordshire. I had intended to lay a wreath
on behalf of the many Scottish descend-
ants and families of former Far East Pris-
oners of War — but again, due to Covid-19,
I won’t be there.

Lockdown has been so difficult for so
very many people but surprisingly gave me
the opportunity finally to publish my late
father’s wartime diaries.

Over the past few years, I’ve regularly
given talks about the Girl Guide quilt of
Changi, and have often been asked ‘What
did your father do during wartime in Sin-
gapore?’

Lockdown gave me the time to answer
the question fully... and to write.

Just over a year ago I floated the idea of a
book to a publisher — and was, to be honest,
astonished when the proposal was accepted
within 24 hours!

The book Doctor Behind the Wire was
published in July this year. It is a tribute to
my late parents, Jack and Elizabeth Ennis,

THE DIARIES
OF POW
CAFTAIN

JACK ENNIS

SINGAPFORE
(LIS ETE

|

OCTOR

_BEHIND. 111 WIRE

and to all those who were caught in the
conflict in the Far East. On 15 August this
year and as every year, many will pause
just to remember the conflict and sacrifices
made in the Far East.

My parents were fortunate (they sur-
vived) and returned with mementos of their
time in captivity — Jack’s diaries, smug-

gled letters (they were in different gaols),
postcards home, an aluminium letter knife
made from aircraft wreckage, home-made
wooden sandals and much more. Items
from this collection are currently on display
in the Kinross (Marshall) Museum and can
be viewed in the Campus Library.

Copies of Doctor Behind the Wire can
be purchased at the Museum Study Room
in the Kinross Community Campus (Thurs
10am-7pm and Sat 10am-1pm) at the (dis-
counted) pre-publication price. All roy-
alties from the sale of the book will go to
charity.

Jackie Sutherland

IMMOBILE LIBRARY

PLEASE NOTE: Mobile Library
2, servicing Kinnesswood, Port-
moak Hall, Scotlandwell, Leven-
mouth Farm, Hatchbank Road,
Powmill, Crook of Devon, Carnbo
and Whyte Court will be off the
road on Wednesday 4 August
due to essential vehicle mainte-
nance and repair.

ﬁ_“. =

Sales

Servicing

Maintenance

Inspection

Hepairs

showroom Opening Hours: Maen - Sat 10am - 4pm
52 Muirs, Kinross KY 138

oO1577 330526 -

fon all your stove needs visit wAllEStovestuff.sco
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Colville Window Blinds carry a huge range
of high quality window blinds.

We are a Fife based company providing a first class
home visit & blind supply & installation service,

Our FREE hame visits take the hassle out of choosing
blinds that are best suited for you and your home.

Cobhille Window Blinds offer FREE measuring,
FREE quotations, and a FREE installation
on a wide range of window blinds,

Call Gary on 07508 808574
if you have any questions or would like
to arrange an appointment or consultation,
Emnail: enquiries@@colvilleblinds.net

r"'lubo \ BLINDS"

MARK BREMNER

JOINERY "j_lgj'MﬁipH ELECTRICAD

B *‘:_ - _3; -
Kitchens & Utility Rooms
Luxury Bathrooms
Ensuite & Shower Rooms

Property Maintenance
General Repairs
Facias & Guttering
Replacement Windows

24HR MIOBIL

MOT Class 4£39"
Quality Budget Tyres from £37

MAXXIS Mid Range Tyres from £45
Various sizes and brands available

Full Service from £135 incl VAT
Interm Service from £55 incl VAT

Give the offlce a call to book in your slot
01577 865656 www.tyrefair.com

E TYRE FITTING
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Councillor
Richard Watters

Frozen Meals for Primary Schools
TWO YEARS AGO AT a full Council
meeting, Councillors rejected
recommendations to provide our children
with frozen meals from a centralised _-
production unit (CPU) in Dundee. There

was an agreement to look at other options going forward.

Given this, it was a surprise to all opposition councillors to find
the same proposal in the papers of the Council’s most recent Full
meeting in June. There was no notice of this before the release of
the papers.

Unfortunately, the Conservatives and their Lib Dem partners
managed to get the policy through the committee and all primary
school children in the area will now be fed frozen meals. The
arguments against this still stand from two years ago.

Given the Scottish Government’s rollout of free school meals
to all primary school pupils, the challenge of feeding our children
is real. But the Tories and Lib Dem have chosen to contract out the
challenge to Dundee, so that Dundee gets the higher-skilled jobs
that have previously existed in PKC school kitchens. They could
have chosen a solution that enhances and increase higher-skilled
jobs within our local area.

| agree fully with one of my colleagues who stated: ‘I believe
the citizens of Perth and Kinross want local cooks producing
nutritional, tasty meals for their kids using fresh and locally
sourced ingredients. Our catering staff know their kids and need
flexibility in the way that they deliver these meals to best suit the
individual needs of pupils. We need to keep these skills in Perth
and Kinross. Shipping weekly frozen meals from a production unit
in Dundee will not satisfy any of these needs.

Two direct manifesto pledges by the SNP that are now
being introduced in Scotland will have a positive impact on our
communities and will open up opportunities within Kinross-shire.

£13 million pounds is being invested throughout Scotland to
ensure all families won’t face music tuition fees or core curriculum

Loch Leven _|_

" tuition

ROFESSIONAL MUSIC TUITION
KINROSS-SHIRE

Yes! WE'RE

we are back to face to face lessons!
(following all the latest government advice)

Time slots now available!

Fmail- lochlevenmb@gmail.com
* or call us on the number below!

CALL 07938 663 269

. OR MORE INFO AT
| WWW.LOCHLEVENMUSICTUITION.COM

News

charges such as in home economics or craft and design.

Councils in Scotland will also benefit from an increase of more
than £541 million on the previous five year allocation, an uplift
of more than 20% to £3.2 billion for affordable homes. Perth and
Kinross Council’s share of this money will help deal with some of
the housing issues that | deal with on a regular basis.

| was saddened to see and hear of the mess left by ‘Dirty
Campers’ at Burleigh Sands recently. Responsible campers,
whether wild campers or roadside campers, should be following
the Scottish Outdoor Access Code which is available at www.
outdooraccess-scotland.scot.

The key point is to Leave No Trace. If you can carry it to the site,
you can carry it away.

We need to find a workable solution to this problem, so that
a few dirty campers don’t spoil the enjoyment of camping for
the majority of campers and for others who also enjoy the area.
Finding a solution will be complicated and challenging.

| for one would hate to see draconian rules implemented that
prevent individuals enjoying the experience of camping. The
Scottish Government and other key agencies are looking into the
issues and possible solutions on a countrywide level. Meanwhile
it is important that we provide bins and appropriate signs—while
also demonstrating our own commitment to leaving no trace.

Councillor Richard Watters

KINROSSWORD ANSWERS

43S €7 19)2eY 7T 4n01aQ
0T 3[8uni\l 6T udpieD §T sSeg /T S3sOY pT 0IN|d TT
aJAL £ 5013 9 POYIBN ¢ 98e|IS € SWI0IS ¢ SISeIS T :NMOQ
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ANDREW MILLER FIREPLACES
27-29 Westerloan, Milnathort KY 1.3 9V
Showeroom by appeiniment
&
Jamesfield Farmshop Conservarory by ABERNETHY
Chpen Penm - Span
AS WOOD MULTI-FUEL
STOVES & FIRES
FIRE SURROUNDS ELECTRIC SUITES
HEARTHS BEAMS SHEIVES

ELECTRIC

Email: millerfireplacesibtconnect.com
Tel: 01377 862173 Mob: 07870 254 868

PROPERTY & WEDDING PHOTOGRAPHY
BY YOUR LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHER

Video Production Services
also available

Is your house not selling quick enough?

Drone specialist services

Tel: Vincent 07949 377 475
www.vincentanthonymedia.com
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News

Liz Smith, MSP

LIKE SO MANY OTHERS, | am
relieved that, after sixteen months of
incredible difficulties, we are finally
looking at a return to normality. The UK
Government’s programme for reopening
the economy has helped businesses to
plan ahead, yet many in the business e
sector feel these assurances have been

far less clear in Scotland. We have however, made some progress
in recent days. On 13 July, the First Minister announced that she
would now follow the four nations approach to the relaxation of
travel restrictions — something that was met with relief by many,
including within the aviation and tourist sectors, both of which
had been very worried by the likely impression that Scotland,
unlike other nations, was going to continue to be ‘closed for
business’.

Listening To Business Concerns

In my role as Shadow Cabinet Secretary, | have spent the last
couple of months listening to the concerns of businesses, most
specifically what they see as the greatest challenges as we move
forward from the pandemic. Not surprisingly, this is all about
people’s jobs, their real disposable income and investment
opportunities, especially those affecting infrastructure. There
has also been concern expressed about the prospect of an SNP-
Green deal and how this could hamper economic growth. The
very last thing Scotland needs now is additional tax burdens which
the Greens want to impose and which would put Scotland at a
competitive disadvantage.

Investment In 4G Coverage

There is however, better news on the horizon for Kinross-
shire, including the news from the UK Government that £1
billion investment will be delivered to enhance 4G coverage
across the whole of Scotland. The investment will see 91% of
Scotland’s landmass in range of 4G and, more importantly, 74%
in reach of all four mobile providers (EE, 02, Vodafone and
Three) to eradicate the so-called ‘not spots’ which mean local
people are forced to sign up with the provider that covers their
area exclusively. | am very aware of the frustrations caused by
poor broadband and | expect this will be eagerly welcomed by
businesses and local people who experience these lacklustre
connection speeds daily. This investment once again shows the
positive difference that can be made to people’s lives with the
benefits of investment from the Scottish Government and the
UK Government.

Council Support For Businesses

Likewise, a very welcome scheme has been introduced by Perth
and Kinross Council which aims to tackle the problem of empty
housing by providing advice to landlords. The Council can advise
owners on selling, renting, repair work, or converting the property
to a different use. In addition, they can provide advice on grants
and financial incentives for bringing the property back into use,
whether this is residential or commercial. If this is something that
would be of interest to yourself or someone you know, there is
further information at www.pkc.gov.uk/vacantproperty on the
Council’'s website. The Council also has a grant scheme available
to help businesses improve shop frontage.

Good News On Road Safety

Lastly, | am very pleased with the progress being made in
improving road safety around Kinross-shire. Councillor Callum
Purves and | have been strongly pressing for the reduction of
speed limits and have achieved numerous new 20mph stretches
of road, in addition to this new limits have been installed in
Easter Balgedie and Carnbo which have been reduced to 30mph.
Road safety is of the highest importance, and | will continue
to listen to local voices regarding speeding. While | can only
commend efforts by local community officers for proactively
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enforcing these rules, the reality is that since the centralisation
of the police force by the Scottish Government, there has simply
not been enough resources to do the number of speed checks
that residents have been calling for. If you have any areas near
you that you would like to raise concerns about then please do
contact me.

The Scottish Parliament is now in recess but please do not
hesitate to get in touch if there are any local issues that you
would like to see addressed.

Liz Smith, MSP

Councillor
Willie Robertson

Wild Camping Around Loch Leven

| have been contacted by many
constituents concerned about the huge
rise in wild camping around Loch Leven
especially at Burleigh Sands and Findatie
and the resulting mess that many of these
campers have left. | have raised the issues at Burleigh Sands with
Nature Scotland (SNH) who manage the loch’s environs. This is
also a problem at other locations in Kinross-shire.

They told me that because of the access legislation there is
not a lot they can do so | asked the Council’'s Countryside Ranger
service for help. They are now visiting Burleigh Sands, Kirkgate
and Findatie on a regular basis and speaking to ‘wild’ campers
and camper van owners parking in these locations.

The Right to Roam legislation allows people to take responsible
access to land. Neither the Council or the land manager can
move people on unless they can prove that they are behaving
irresponsibly. This is an almost impossible thing to monitor so by
the time the damage has been done the culprits have most likely
moved on leaving a mess behind that needs to be cleaned up. |,
like all users of the Heritage Trail and Loch Leven get very upset to
see our lovely countryside being trashed.

| think the problem lies with the Right to Roam legislation
which is poorly drafted and has led to problems in beauty spots
throughout Scotland. | contacted Nature Scotland and the Council
to see if the camping permit system introduced within the Loch
Lomond and the Trossachs National Park can be introduced here.
Please see below the response | got back from the Council’s
Community Greenspace manager. As you will see he has given
me an email address to report issues: visitormanagementgroup @
pkc.gov.uk. So, if you want to report a problem please use this
address.

In terms of Visitor Management we are looking at both the
short term issues for this season and a more strategic medium and
long term approach to facilities, infrastructure and staffing — all
with an emphasis on welcoming responsible visitors, minimising
the impacts on residents and maximising the opportunities for
local businesses.

In terms of the specific issues you raise, we will review the
bin provision and litter collection, encourage people to take litter
home and get the new Visitor Rangers out to have a look. We
have actioned this already. On the camping byelaws — | have
been on the multi-agency group coordinated by Loch Lomond and
the Trossachs National Park for over a year now and have a good
knowledge of the situation there. They are also overwhelmed
with numbers just now and whilst their approach has helped
it isn’t perfect. There are an enormous amount of resources
required to bring it in and manage it thereafter.

All of this is being looked at at a national level with the Scottish
Government and key agencies — VisitScotland, NatureScot, Police
Scotland, the National Parks and others as it is now a Scotland
wide issue. It would be best to see what comes out of that this
year before we embark on any significant local solutions. In
some ways it would be a lot clearer and consistent for everyone




in Scotland if the rules were the same everywhere and there was
a more strategic approach to provision of infrastructure and
facilities.

So we will feedback on the shorter term things we can do on
the specific problems you have highlighted and also later in the
year, on the medium to longer term issues. In the meantime,
there is some information on the website which may be helpful
if you wanted to direct people to that Perth & Kinross Council —
Promoting responsible tourism in Perth and Kinross (pkc.gov.
uk) and there is an email address included in it for people to report
issues which is visitormanagementgroup @pkc.gov.uk
A911 Scotlandwell to Auchmuir Bridge Road: As reported last
month Portmoak Community Council (PCC) and residents who
live along this road are campaigning for the speed limit to be
reduced from 60mph to 40mph. | and my fellow ward councillors
and PCC have requested such a speed reduction for years without
success. The need to reduce the speed limit on this section of road
has become even more urgent following a fatal accident on it in
the middle of July. All those seeking a new 40mph must redouble
their efforts to make this happen.

Curate Wynd Car Park: | love it when someone comes up with
a really good idea. On this occasion a resident of Curate Wynd
has suggested that the car park there be expanded — there is an
area of unused waste ground at the back of the car park — and
along with extra spaces he suggested that an electric vehicle car
charging points be installed. | thought this was an excellent idea
and have written to the Council asking for it to be investigated.
Overgrown Embankment: The embankment between Mill Street
and Coventry Place is very overgrown. | have contacted the
Council and asked for it to be tidied up.

Overgrown Hedges: As always at this time of year can | ask
everyone who has a hedge bordering a pavement to make sure
that it is not blocking the way for pedestrians. Overgrown hedges
makes life difficult for those who are partially sighted and pram
and mobility scooter users.

Councillor Willie Robertson

Councillor
Mike Barnacle

AN EMAIL from Clir Barnacle to Brian
Cargill sent on 07.07.21

Dear Colleagues, In April and May 2021
| sought clarity on the adequacy of the
budget to complete the agreed measures :‘J
and did not obtain that! Also we are now =—
in the school holidays so is there any sign that the long awaited
School Road junction improvements work is scheduled to start
since | am tired of asking.

Ay

)
4 .

Regards, Clir Mike Barnacle

REPLY FROM BRIAN Cargill, Traffic and Network Service
Manager at PKC received on Thursday, 8 July.

Councillor Barnacle, firstly | must apologise for the delay in
replying to you. It has been, and it still is a very busy time for our staff
but we should have at least replied to your latest correspondence
and this was an oversight on our part. | honestly do not recall a
more challenging time during my career and our staff resources are
absolutely stretched to the maximum. Our Traffic and Road Safety
team are still fully employed trying to deliver the last of the 20mph
speed limits and the School Exclusion Zones. Over 70 no. 20mph
speed limits, 30 no. 40mph buffers and 10 School Exclusion Zones
have and are being provided. | appreciate that you have heard this a
number of times but because of our limited staff resources we really
are still flat out dealing with these projects at this time. There is light
at the end of the tunnel, these projects will soon be completed and
we hope to make inroads into other priorities very soon.

News

A977 Gateway Signs

During the Covid pandemic we still managed to do some work on
the A977 earlier this year and the gateway signs should now all be
in place. This was a significant visual part of the project and we
should now have a consistent signing approach along the route.
A977 School Road

Because of our limited staff resources we employed consultants
to carry out the design work of the School Road junction on our
behalf. Unfortunately due to Covid and the restrictions on essential
travel the consultants were unable to carry out site investigation
work as planned. This has resulted in a delay to the initial and
final designs for the School Road project. We have been in regular
discussions with the consultants and a further meeting is to be
held tomorrow where we will get an update on their progress.
It is hoped that the final design is very close and then a definite
date can be programmed for delivery of this project. As advised
previously a programme meeting was and still is to be held with
Tayside Contracts to discuss and programme the School Road
signals project. As soon as we have the final designs from the
consultants we will discuss the project with Tayside Contracts and
we will be able to advise you on the programme date.
A977/B9097 realignment

This project as always going to follow the above School Road
project and because of the delays and our current work pressures
and priorities this project will again have to be passed out to
consultants. We will consider how best to address this and advise
you in due course of likely timescales.

Available Budgets— In relation to the available budgets I can advise
that when we have final designs for School Road we will be able to
obtain more accurate costings. This will allow us to assess whether
the current available funding for the remaining identified projects is
adequate or not. It is our feeling just now that this wont be the case but
until we have more accurate costings that is only speculation.

The Spaces for People project as well as the 20mph speed
limit trial have taken up our staff resources for the last year. In
addition staff redeployment has also decimated our teams and
only last week we were once again requested to provide staff for
redeployment to our colleagues in Social Care. From the outside
worlds point of view the pandemic is nearly over but it certainly
isn’t from the Councils and our teams perspective. We will
continue to try to deliver as best we can in the circumstances and
hopefully we will have more positive news and dates for you in the
coming weeks. As soon as we have more concrete information we
will provide you with this at the earliest opportunity.

I trust that the above brings you up to date with the current position.

Best regards,
Brian
AN EMAIL SENT FROM Clir Barnacle on Friday 16 July:

Dear PKC Roads Colleagues,

| forward an email frae my constituent in Drum & ? what has
happened regarding the proposed 20mph limits for Crook of
Devon & Drum that we were assured were progressing. | note &
welcome the successful trial in Kinnesswood so presumably there
is nothing to hold matters up, pandemic permitting; however i

SB BOOKKEEPING SERVICES

Qualified bookkeeper with over 40 years experience
in VAT returns & Sole Trader Accounts.

Experience in: Xero, Kashflow,
Excel, Sage and Tas Books

References available

Phone: 07506 105280
Email: susanbarrins@yahoo.co.uk
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— ALAN JOHNSTONE STUDIOS ——

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - BATHROOMS

Alan Johnstone Studios, 153 Linburn Road, Dunfermline, KY11 4FB
01383 324600
www.alanjohnstonestudios.co.uk

ird
ML
FLUMERAL PLANS

J & D FUNERAL DIRECTORS
7 SOUTH STREET
MILNATHORT
KY13 9XA
01577 208070

Email: jdfuneraldirectors@gmail.com

www.jdfuneraldirectors.co.uk




note the recent arrival of Gateway signs for Drum with 30mph
thereon, presumably part of A977 funding, which suggests a lack
of joined up thinking re the programme? Whilst writing i note
Brian’s reply to me of 8th instant re A977 mitigation & timescales
and | request ASAP confirmation on the available budget to cover
the Drum Xroads project in case we have to find further capital
provision later this year.
Clarity please gentlemen?
Regards, Clir Mike Barnacle

Kinross-shire Community Transport Group

Zoom Meeting 27 May 2021, 7pm

News from the May Meeting

Present: Cllr Barnacle, Clir Watters (P&K Council), Malcolm
McFarlane (KMGO), Paul Appleby (Cleish CC), Michael Haigh
(Fossoway CC ), John Fallon (Local Resident Rumbling Bridge), David
Aird (KVG), David Colliar (Kinross CC), Phillip Lord (Muckhart CC),
Douglas Fraser (Glenfarg CC ), Margaret Roy (P&K Council PTU)
Apologies: Clir Robertson, Clir Purves (P&K Council), Carol
Farquhar (Fossoway CC), Margaret Ponton (Glenfarg CC)

Matters Arising

Cllir Barnacle advised that Sarah Brown had issued transport
survey to her pupils at KHS, all agreed that SB should be asked to
re-issue survey when there was a full return of pupils to KHS after
summer holidays. Cllr Barnacle will contact Sarah and request this.
MR offered that PTU would tweak the survey so it was bespoke
for the young people of Kinross High School.

Update on Current Subsidised and Commercial Local Bus
Services in Kinross-shire

Margaret Roy (MR) confirmed that usage of Service 55 continues
to be consistent despite the current CV19 situation. MR confirmed
that recent changes to the Ember service timetable had resulted
in Service 55 now being able to connect with it at Kinross P+R.

News

MR had highlighted this to the company and they will take this
connection into account for any future timetable revisions.

Cllr Barnacle and Michael Haigh both noted they had noticed
passengers using Service X53 in the Kinross-shire area of late.
Future Planning for Public Transport Provision in Kinross-shire
MR confirmed that PTU had drafted a suggested off peak
timetable between Kinross and Powmill and this can be
progressed once the true travel demand is known once we
enter recovery. Cllr Barnacle noted that his preference would be
that if this service were to come into fruition that it extended to
Blairingone.

MR advised that she had submitted John Fallon’s suggested
timetable to this end to First but had still not received a written
response from Andrew Jarvis. However post meeting it transpires
that AJ has been promoted to First Portfolio Director for Scotland
and North England. MR has sourced the appropriate First manager
to liaise with in regard to this matter and will hopefully have an
update for the next meeting.

KMGO

Malcolm McFarlane of KMGO introduced himself to the group
and gave the background to their work and aspirations. Malcolm
explained that the main areas they were concerned with were
environmental impact, local economy activity, active travel, car
share schemes, white chair scheme, e-bikes and joining up with
other transport modes. MR agreed that links between PTU and
KMGO would be useful and she will contact Malcolm in this regard.

Malcolm also requested a copy of the Kinross-shire Transport
survey that was undertaken pre-CV19 and its results and MR
agreed to provide this to him.

Date of Next Meeting
All agreed to meet again in two months and Clir Barnacle will
confirm actual date nearer the time.

Councillor Michael Barnacle

Taking you, where you want to be!

Taxis Service & Airport Transfer

Professional Friendly Service
Local And Long Distance
Prompt Reliable Service

07508 126720

angelascars21@gmail.com e

* Romantic Castle * Rustic Barn * Festival *

Whatever vour wedding style, we've got the
space and Hexibility Lo suil.

Tullibole is vours exclusively for the whole
weekend so vou can enjoy a relaxing barbecue
with Iriends and family the next day.

Visil us for a show round., please cmail
hitched a tullibolecastle.com

TULLIBOLE CASTLE

WEDDINGS & EVENTS

CIROMEE ORF THENERS, BENROSS KYae ol T, o Sgo2i W TULLIECHLECASTLEA O
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News

2 Virtual
Surgeries

Surgeries have always
been a vital aspect of the
work of an MP, and 1
am keen for thar to
continue under all
circumstances.

As such, my office and 1
ited to announce

that we've set up a whole
m for “virtual

UXR & European ougeser, youk RS

-

: directly with your MP.
JOHN NICOLSON MP
OCHIL AND SOUTH PERTHSHIRE

luxury coach hire
wAir Conditioned 16 to 53 seaters

To book an appointment, please visit

www.earnside.com 01577 830360 osp. scot/ surge ries

Ashley tlouse

P

"2 dipha

VIET

Monday to Friday 9am - 5pm

We are still here for you
A Truly ‘Exceptional Place to Stay | | and your pets!

Please bear in mind due to the current
which [boast beautifl views induding Lach Leven and the surrounding hills.

restrictions we have limited space for
Our highy rained staff are careully selected 1o delver an excellent standard of car appointments, however will arrange
whilst providing our residents with: 2 real home from home aimosphere

Ash Gt House is situated within its own seduded landscaped gardens

appointments as soon as possible.

We can accommiodate up to 32 residents at rates which still remain very affordable. For all none urgent or
i - ; : routine enquiries and
While er plione for full details and new colowr brachiure. appointments please

email our team at
Alphavet@inglisvets.com

Regrsterad with the Care Commission

For emergency care or
advice please call us
on 01577 863 328.

39 High Street, Kinross KY13 8AA

Astiley Hlouse Care tlome
|8 Perth Rpad Milmathort KY13 90U Tel: Q1577 864438
Ernail: infoi@ashleyhouse.org Web: ashleyhouse.arguk

www.inglisvets.co.uk Find us on @
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John Nicolson, MP

HE ARRIVED ELEVEN YEARS ago, all
skin and bones. A six-month adolescent
the vet said, with a head too big for
his hungry body. He’d been living wild
on some scrubland. Desperate to be
rescued, he'd jumped into my friend Luis’
van and refused to leave, sitting on the
front seat until they got to mine. | agreed
to keep him while his microchip was checked but we found he had
none. Within days I'd fallen for a ginger tom with a freckled nose
and big green eyes. We called him Rojo.

Rojo melted hearts, wooing and winning even my most cat-
resistant friends. It never seemed to cross his mind that people
might not want his company. Each guest was greeted at the
door, every delivery man escorted to the front-garden gate. He
loved people and they responded in kind.

Rojo didn’t have much time for climbing trees or days out on
his own. He liked accompanied strolls and sitting with my partner
and me under our big old tree. Always close, we’'d become
inseparable during lockdown. He'd call to see which room | was
in if he’d been out for a comfort break. His was a rough love of
ferocious kneading, human hair grooming and head bumps. If
he felt attention-deprived, he’d tap my hand repeatedly until he
got the strokes he wanted. Not one for social distancing, he'd
learned from the cat sitter how to high five.

Last year, Rojo discovered zooming and, inevitably,
photobombing. As soon as he heard voices, he’d be up on the
desk mooning my fellow Parliamentarians. One appearance
went viral. At the last count, it’d been viewed twelve million
times, earning him appearances at the Taiwan Cat Film Festival
and, any Youtuber’s dream, the Jimmy Kimmel Show. He gets
fan mail from Los Angeles to Lagos.

Two weeks ago, Rojo went for an evening stroll to our
garden gate. | never worried when he was out. He was scared
of cars, avoided roads, and never strayed far. Within moments,
neighbours | didn’t know were at our door. Rojo had been
killed by a car, they said. A driver had handed them his body
but hadn’t stopped. Details were sketchy. Rojo was lying dead
in their driveway when we went to their address, his head
wrapped in a towel. A half hour after I'd given him his tea, we
were leaving him, lifeless, at the vet.

There have been many tears since. The house is quiet
without him. | long for his boisterous, demanding, constant
presence when awake, and his trusting snoring beside me on
the sofa when asleep. Some people will say he was just a cat.
But he was my Rojo. I loved him, and | miss him.

Under current law, you must report to police any collision
with certain types of animal, including dogs, horses, cattle,
pigs, goats, and sheep. However, drivers are under no legal
obligation to report accidents involving cats. John Nicolson MP
is supporting a change in the law.

John Nicolson, MP

FOR SALE: TOP SOIL

HIGH QUALITY SCREENED OR
UNSCREENED FOR SALE

Various options available
Call for further info
Wester Balgedie

07725 913870

News

Councillor
Callum Purves

Dirty Camping

While most local residents and visitors have
been enjoying the spell of good weather
responsibly, it has also unfortunately
attracted some people who have shown
little regard for our local environment.

Several residents have raised concerns with me about wild
camping and caravanning at Burleigh Sands. Some of the
photos of littering, abandoned bin bags and even the fly tipping
of larger items were appalling, and it is vital that action is taken
to address this problem.

Earlier this year, the Council introduced a new visitor ranger
service. They have been addressing the problems of wild
camping mainly in Highland and Eastern Perthshire reasonably
successfully.

Until now, they had not often been down to Kinross-shire,
but given the recent spate of poor behaviour, | have asked
them to attend Burleigh Sands and monitor areas around Loch
Leven so that we can hopefully nip this problem in the bud.

Instrumental Music Service

At the last Holyrood elections in May, several parties — including
my own — pledged to make the instrumental music service part of
the core education, thereby eliminating music tuition fees.

The Scottish Government have recently confirmed that they
plan to proceed with this policy, and new arrangements will be
put in place for music tuition in Perth & Kinross before the start
of the next academic year. The Council will contact parents
about this change in due course.

This is often an area that causes concern when the Council
sets its budget and officials in the past have suggested steep rise
to fees so | am sure that this change will be broadly welcomed.

Mental Health Services

As many of you will know, NHS Tayside has come under fire for
the provision of its mental health services and was subject to an
independent inquiry by the former chief inspector of prisons, Dr.
David Strang.

Dr Strang’s original report was highly critical and made a
series of recommendations. These were underpinned by the
core principles of trust and respect: of service users, of carers
and of staff.

Dr Strang recently published a progress report. While some
improvements have been made, he said it was clear that NHS
Tayside had not fully appreciated the cultural change that is
required to deliver better mental health services.

Frustratingly, in 2019, the Integration Joint Board on which |
sit was stripped of some of its responsibilities for these services
by the Scottish Government who passed them to NHS Tayside
(the very body responsible for the failings and who, at the time,
was still in special measures).

Despite this, | will continue to do my best to hold those
responsible for the delivery of these vital services to account.

A911 Road Safety
Concerns have been raised for many years about the
appropriateness of the national speed limit on the stretch
of the A911 between Scotlandwell and Auchmuirbridge that
includes Bowhouse and Arnot. Other parts of this road between
settlements are set at 40 mph as is the stretch on the Fife side of
the boundary to Auchmuirbridge.

| have made several representations over the years for the
limit to be lowered, but the Council has said that there are
not enough vehicular accesses onto this road. | have written
to the Convener of the Council’s Environment & Infrastructure
Committee to ask him to review the Council’s policy that is
blocking this change.

o
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Last month, there was very sadly a fatality on one of the
particularly bad bends. This was where there had already been
several other non-fatal accidents. Perhaps this tragedy will
focus minds, but these issues have been pointed out to the
council for many years and action is long overdue.

Kinnesswood 20mph

In Kinnesswood, representations over road safety have been
listened to and a temporary 20mph speed limit was introduced
along with the introduction of vehicle-activated signs. This trial is
about to come to an end.

While we are yet to see the figures that will show whether
there has been any reduction to the overall speed of vehicles,
the feedback from residents has generally been positive.

A decision now needs to be taken about whether the limit is
made permanent, and | have suggested to the council officials
that it should be.

Carnbo 30mph Limit

Another village where concerns about road safety have been
raised for many years is Carnbo, which remains at 40mph despite
a significant increase in the number of properties in the village.

Residents have requested that the limit be lowered to
30mph, but this has up until now been rejected. Following
another request | made, Council officials have now confirmed
that the limit will be lowered later in this financial year, which
is welcome news.

Verge Cutting

Several residents have raised concerns with me about problems
with verges being overgrown, particularly at junctions, which was
affecting sight lines for people trying to turn. This was particularly
bad following the growth spurt in June.

By the time you read this, all verges and junctions across
Perth & Kinross should now have been cut back. Junctions will
receive a second cut to improve sight lines from the middle of
August onwards.

If there are any areas that are particularly bad or that you
think might have been missed, please contact me at CPurves@
pkc.gov.uk

Councillor Callum Purves

LOCAL OPPORTUNITIES WANTED
FROM MID-OCTOBER

A trustworthy, reliable British couple (59/60 years,
no children/pets) seek a variety of local opportunities
as family live in Kinross area:

A private short/long/flexible property let &
outside space/garden is preferred. Also, a property
maintenance/upkeep agreement is welcome.

Additionally, we seek positions providing domestic
services: cleaning; DIY; gardening; IT support; shopping
etc, all with integrity & a caring approach. These can be

happily combined with a property let, or not!

Self-employed with PLI, DBS, own transport &
clean licences (30+yrs). We have accommodating
natures & good humour.

No agency fees & local, so win, win!

Happy to hear from you: sallyjanepeacock@gmail.com

Jim Fairlie, MSP

FOR A SECOND SUMMER in a row, we
have seen major local events cancelled
because of concerns around Covid and
being able to ensure that the events went
ahead safely and in accordance with all
appropriate guidance.

| know that the decision to cancel
these events will not have been taken
lightly by the groups of dedicated volunteers who organise them
and it will be a real sign that we are really and truly heading back
to the long-awaited post-covid way of living when events like
these can be part of our lives as a community once more.

There are all sorts of landmark events in the lives of a
community, just as there are for a family and for an individual.
One of the saddest things about the past year and half has been
the extent to which young people — and their families — have
missed out on being able to celebrate some of those landmarks
in the way they might have expected.

| sincerely hope that this coming year will see a return to
being able to do that.

August means the start of a new school year and | wish all
the very best to all our young people as they embark on another
stage of the adventure that we call growing up. In particular to
those who are at one of those landmark moments — starting off
in primary school for the first time, or moving on to secondary.
These are big transitions in any child’s life and emotional times
for parents.

Of course, it can be a financially difficult time for some and
| was pleased that the Scottish Government has increased the
School Clothing Grant so that those eligible will have received
£120 per child attending primary and £150 per secondary pupil.

Research indicates that the additional support through the
School Clothing Grant is worth over a quarter of a million pounds
across Perth & Kinross alone, with payments being made to an
estimated 1850 children.

Yet again, we see in action a tale of two governments. Whilst
the Scottish government is building a social security system built
on dignity, fairness and respect, Westminster are preparing to
cut Universal Credit, threatening to plunge 20,000 children in
Scotland into poverty. The contrast is stark.

The commitment to ensuring the best possible outcomes
for all young people attending Scotland’s schools continues in
other ways too, and | welcome the delivery —in time for this new
school year — of a couple of important policies which were in our
election manifesto.

Thanks to more than £7 million of funding from the Scottish
Government, fees for children learning a musical instrument at
school will be removed and a further £6 million will go towards
waiving charges for things like materials for home economics or
theatre trips associated with drama qualifications.

If an activity is important to a course, then the ability to pay
for it should not be a hurdle at which anyone falls. This package
of support means the removal of another obstacle to equality of
opportunity and the stigma that can come from being left out
or left behind.

Councillor Jim Fairlie

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS
Check the Classified Ads section on www.kinross.cc

Buy or Sell Goods up to the value of £750

Items are advertised free of charge for up to six weeks
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Police Box

Vehicle Crime Awareness Campaign

Police Scotland has launched an awareness raising
campaign to prevent vehicles being targeted by criminals.

During the past year, when the country was subject to a
range of coronavirus restrictions, including lockdown,
recorded crime fell.

As crime rates return to pre-COVID levels, officers are
seeing a rise in the number of cars, vans and motorcycles
being stolen, or having items stolen from within.

Attempted theft of vehicles has increased across Scotland
and in a number of divisions, there has been an increase in
the number of vehicles successfully stolen too.

Officers are now urging the public to take appropriate
security measures in respect of their vehicles and valuables
within, to try and prevent further victims of these crimes.

Detective Superintendent Joyce Greenhorn, Police
Scotland’s Acquisitive Crime Lead, said: ‘With people now
able to spend increased time away from their homes again,
be it to go on holiday, or returning to other activities, the
number of instances of vehicles being subject to criminal
activity has risen.

‘We are treating this upward trend with the utmost
seriousness and want to provide communities with all the
information they require to help stop their vehicles and
property being targeted.

‘Please always remember to keep your vehicle locked when
unattended and remove all valuables, or store them safely
out of sight. If you are going on holiday, ask someone you
trust to keep an eye on your home, car, van or bike and
get them to report any suspicious activity they observe to
police immediately.

‘We will be using our social media channels to provide
crime prevention advice over the coming week, so look out
for these updates.

‘You can also visit our website www.scotland.police.uk at
any time for useful guidance on safeguarding your home,
vehicle and personal possessions.”

Recent Incidents

Between 5.30pm and 7.30am 8/9 July, a Suzuki Quad bike
was stolen from a farm near Balado. (CR/19281/21)

Updates

A 24-year-old man will be reported to the Procurator Fiscal
for breaking the window wipers off a silver Peugeot parked
in Muirs, Kinross on Saturday 10 July.

Anyone with any information that may be useful should
contact Tayside Division on 101 or any police officer,
quoting the crime reference number listed at each incident.
Alternatively, information can be passed anonymously via
the charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Rogue Traders - Who Should I Call...

..if | feel threatened, unsafe, or suspicious of a caller?
e Contact the police immediately on 999

..if I see something suspicious in my area, or want more
advice about bogus callers?

e Contact the police on 101.

e Try and take a note of vehicle details or registration
numbers, and descriptions of anyone suspicious.

...if  want to contact the police anonymously?

e Contact the independent charity Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111. You can also visit their website at www.
crimestoppers-uk.org

..to find out more about home safety services?

e When circumstances allow, contact your local
council for more information. Depending on your
circumstances, you may qualify for a free security
alarm.

Police Scotland - local community
Telephone 101 for non-emergencies

Community officers for Kinross-shire:

PC Ashley Mitchinson and PC Martin Gemmell.

Email: taysidekinross-shireCPT@scotland.pnn.police.uk
Community Sergeant (Kinross-shire): Sgt Mark Craig.

Community Inspector for Perth South (Strathearn,
Strathallan, Almond & Earn, Kinross-shire): Pl Craig Stephen.

PC Spalding is also on Police Scotland twitter and can be
followed on twitter.com/policescotland or @Kinross

Ways of Following the Police:

Twitter: @KinrossPc or twitter.com/policescotland
Facebook: www.facebook.com/PoliceScotland
Website: www.scotland.police.uk
Community Watch

Receive email alerts about criminal incidents in your area,
crime prevention advice, flood alerts and much more by
signing up to Perth and Kinross Community Watch.

The range of information received can be tailored
individually; each person signing up can choose
which partner agencies they would like to receive
messages from. Visit this website for more details:
www.pkcommunitywatch.co.uk

Crime Stoppers
- Telephone 0800 555 111

This is a free phone number (unless you are using a mobile
phone), which any member of the public can contact at any
time if you have information relating to a criminal activity of
any sort.

It is, if you wish, confidential and you cannot be contacted
if you choose to remain anonymous.
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We are pleased to be
open for routine eye
care*, with enchanced
cleaning & distancing

measures

EHRC M ETRR 55
We're here to help

74 High Street, Kinross 01577 864009
www.fmoptom.com Find us on I}
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8 Muntgnmery Street, Kinross
At last there seems to be some light at the end of the long tunnel!

We're not able to make any firm arrangements yet but we are watching to:séechew the situation develops,
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We do pray that it will not he too fong ow heinre we can safely open up the Gospei Hall
and resume activities, weicnmmg,uur friends back, and making new ones too!

www.kmrossgospelhall mfo
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Unique in taste and freshly baked
every day by our skilled craft bakers

Always baked and sold the same day!

Visit our shop at

101 High Street, Kinross

www.baynesthefamilybakers.co.uk

Jocksons -9

Accident Reoalr Centre

HAD AN ACCIDENT THAT WASN'T YOUR FAULT?
CALL US FIRST TO FIND OUT HOW YOU CAN SAVE YOUR
EXCESS AND BE IM A LIKE FOR LIKE HIRE VEHICLE
FOR THE DURATIOM OF THE REPAIR

ACCIDENT REPAIRS
SPRAY PAINTING
VAN LIVERY IN FLEET COLOURS

1B ANDERSON

FI5H MERCHANT

IN KINROSS &

MILNATHORT

= L ad e T EVERY FRIDAY,

\ Py Tl FRESH FISH AND
' -5 LOCAL
PRODUCE
DELIVERED

s = ; STRAIGHT TO

= i b o EARLY

- 28 MORNING

FREENO-OBLICATION ESTIMATES TN COOLBOX
jack k M OF. PalF N i oke
WWW.]HC sonarc.co.u ' | - PLEARE CaLl
FOR MORE INFO.

77 OAKFIELD STREET, KELTY, KY4 0BX| |l FL A 'orosassses
01383 830 645 L sl bic coLuace

&
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THE COUNTY CINEMA REMEMBERED

AS AYOUNGSTER IN the 1950s there
was no better place to be on a wet Saturday
afternoon than the County Cinema in Sta-
tion Road, Kinross. Many will remember
this grand Art Deco building which was
opened in September 1938, almost exactly
a year before the outbreak of World War II
at a time well before we all had access to a
television set.

‘Cinematographic exhibitions’ had tak-
en place in Kinross since the early years
of the twentieth century when silent films
emerged as a new form of entertainment.
Pioneers of early cinematography in the
burgh were Maudie and Duncan Payne
who opened the first cinema in Kinross
in a tent situated at the junction of Cu-
rate Wynd and Montgomery Street. They
later moved to the Town Hall where the
ever-popular ‘Paynes Pictures’ attracted
larger audiences, with “silents” being ac-
companied by Duncan playing the fiddle
and Andrew Renton on the piano.

The first purpose-built cinema in Kinross
opened its doors on Monday 12 September
1938 with a screening of the film Heidi star-
ring Shirley Temple in the title role. Based
on the story of a five-year-old orphan girl
by the Swiss author Johanna Spyvi (1827-
1901), this novel was first published in
1881. The main feature was preceded by
the British Movietone News and the official
Opening Programme concluded with The
Jones Family in Hot Water.

After a rendering of ‘God Save The
King’, the County Cinema was officially
opened by Mrs G A Ramage Dawson of

Balado House who was introduced by
Bailie Scott, chairman of the Board of
Directors of The County (Kinross) Ltd.
Found in the archives of Kinross (Mar-
shall) Museum, a 20-page souvenir bro-
chure of this event tells us that the first
manager of the cinema was Francis B
Carter who had previously worked for The
New Century Pictures Ltd in Leeds before
managing the Victoria Hall in Halifax, the
New Picture House in St Andrews and the
Tudor Cinema in Giffnock. The projec-
tionist during the war years was Ella Ford
and in the 1950s that role was taken by
Alex Ross from Kelty with James Sned-
don as the new Manager.

The architects and general contractors
responsible for the design and erection of
the iconic County Cinema were the Glas-
gow firm Stellmatics Ltd, with luxurious
tub chairs supplied by L B Lockwood &
Co., theatre furnishers in Bradford. The
prices of admission in those early days
were 6d, 9d and 1/- (2.5p-5p) in the stalls
and 9d in the balcony.

With the arrival of televisions in every-
one’s front room the County Cinema be-
gan to lose its appeal. Changing its name
to ‘The Rio’ and the introduction of Bingo
made little difference and in the 1980s the
cinema was finally demolished to make
way for new housing in Station Road. The
presence of the ‘silver screen’ in Kinross
had come to an end after nearly five dec-
ades, leaving only the memory of films of

fhsllmacs . L.
Glasges.

yesteryear, Pathe News and ice cream on a
wet summer afternoon.

David Munro
Kinross (Marshall) Museum
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A Fine Life On The
Lavender Farm

AS THE WARM AUGUST weather rolls in, The Scottish Lav-
ender Farm is hard at work getting ready to harvest this
year’s crop. With six years of hard labour getting the farm
established, father and son duo Graham and Rory have excit-
edly opened the farm up for tours of not only the beautiful
fields but also an insight into the process of distilling lavender
into high-grade oils.

The tour also explores other projects at work on the farm,
such as their efforts to rethink modern-day Scottish farming
by allowing arable fields to grow into meadows as well as
encouraging the brown hares and roe deer to take residence
there rather than chasing them away.

Additionally, the farm is free from pesticides, herbicides, and
other nasties; the only thing touching these plants is rainwater.
For Graham, harvesting his crop is a labour-intensive project, as
he takes ten days to cut the lavender by hand with a sickle in the
morning, while the afternoons are spent distilling, guaranteeing
customers the highest quality. Not only does the manual harvest
help protect the plants from damage, but it also preserves the
existence of the near half-million bees living on the farm.

As well as new environmental projects, Graham hopes
that it won't be just lavender that grows on the farm in the
near future. ‘It’s amazing. Twenty years ago you would never
have been able to grow lavender in Scotland, but the climate
has changed —and, as it does, so does what we farm.” The fa-
ther and son are now trialling other plants such as rosemary,
chamomile, cornflower and various mints.

Due to lockdown restrictions, the pair have also had to
get creative in their attempts to distil new oils as they could
not purchase copper steam distillers from abroad. Instead,
imagination and trial and error has been put into fashioning a
homemade machine which has so far been a success.
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As much as The Scottish Lavender Farm is a working farm,
it is also an education centre. Experimenting with new farm-
ing concepts in Scotland, with the hope of encouraging other
farmers to take on not only more sustainable methods but
also new crops that have previously been considered unsuit-
ed to Scotland’s challenging weather. There was so much to
learn and explore on the tour as well as the modest oppor-
tunity to pose amongst rows of lavender for candid photos.
There couldn’t be a better way to spend an afternoon than
roaming The Scottish Lavender Farm.

Rowanne McGee

CLOVER GARDEN SERVICES

Garden Maintenance
Grass Cutting, Weed Control etc

Free no obligation quotes
Very competitive prices

Reliable Service
Established 15 years

Tel: 01577 865985 Mob: 07845 909333

Features

L STy

e B AEL

O T N s

Gl e al B

e o Y

Kinross Newsletter 43




Features

Rumble In The Jungle

Lieut Col Andrew Middlemiss has seen service in many theatres of action during his distinguished
Army career. Here he talks about one of the more forgotten conflicts in which he was involved.

BETWEEN 1963 AND 1966, British and Commonwealth forc-
es fought against Indonesia in a conflict that focused on the
future of Brunei and North Borneo. The fighting consisted
of tough, small scale clashes in the jungles on border areas,
ending in a victory for the Commonwealth and UK Forces.

Borneo (Kalimantan to the Indonesians) is the second big-
gest island in the world. Along its northern coast lay three
British dependent territories — the colony of Sarawak, the
Sultanate of Brunei and, at the north easterly tip, the colo-
ny of North Borneo (now Sabah). The border of these with
Indonesian territory, jungle and mountains, is a thousand
miles long. In 1961, Tungku Abdul Rahman, Prime Minister of
Malaya, proposed the formation of a Federation of Malaysia
to combine Malaya, the colony of Singapore and the three
(British) Borneo territories. Initially, all concerned accepted
the idea, but eventually both Brunei and Singapore would
drop out — Brunei first, because the Sultan was unwilling to
become a constitutional monarch like the others in Malaya;
much later (in 1965) Singapore left, reluctantly, because its
Chinese majority and outlook did not chime with Malaya.
The new Federation of Malaysia was formally born on 31 Au-
gust 1963.

However, President Soekarno of Indonesia was wary of
continued British influence in the region. He wanted to ex-
tend Indonesian control on the island, by adding these terri-
tories to the rest of Kalimantan.

Brunei Revolt

On 8 December 1962, pro-Soekarno rebels, known as the
North Kalimantan National Army, tried to capture the Sultan
of Brunei, and seize his state. He called on the British for help.

In a phenomenal effort of brilliant, speedy planning and
execution, within hours, two companies of Gurkhas had been
airlifted in from Singapore. Over the next few days, other
units joined them, including the Queen’s Own Highlanders

Celebes
Sea

and 42 Royal Marine Commando. After rescuing a number of
hostages and securing Brunei’s key strategic points — such as
its radio stations, government buildings and oil refineries —
the rebellion was easily suppressed with low casualties.

North Borneo (now Sabah)

In April 1963, hoping to intimidate the local population,
Soekarno authorised cross-border incursions into North Bor-
neo by so-called volunteers. Five battalions of British and
Gurkha troops, under the command of Major-General Walter
Walker, were committed to defend a frontier that extended
for nearly 1,000 miles of jungle-covered mountain.

Jungle Warfare
Walker had experience fighting the Japanese in Burma and
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the Communists in Malaya, and he was quick to put the les-
sons learned in those campaigns into effect. A keen advocate
of the use of helicopters in modern military operations, he
set out to dominate the jungle by patrolling, and placed great
emphasis on the gathering of intelligence. Medical and agri-
cultural projects were initiated to win the ‘hearts and minds’
of the local population. Locals were also recruited into an ir-
regular force known as the Border Scouts. This was tough,
close country to operate in, with extreme heat and almost
100% humidity. Patrolling visibility was a matter of yards,
sores became infected, malaria was rife, and the enemy was
cunning and ruthless. People say you love the jungle or you
hate it. It’s very claustrophobic if you let your mind think
along those lines. Navigation is hard, and is all by contours or
river beds on maps; there are no features like pylon lines or
church spires. In some especially closed-in secondary jungle,
| used to think | was doing well if | knew what grid square |
was in! By and large, the soldiers adapted really well. A lot of
them were just young boys, not long out of basic training and
never east of Kinross in their lives.

Commonwealth Effort

By the time Walker handed over command to Major-General
George Lea, his force had been increased to 13 battalions of
infantry, the equivalent of a battalion of SAS, plus artillery
and engineer support. Early in 1965 Troops were provided
by Malaysia, Australia and New Zealand, as well as Britain.
All eight battalions of Gurkhas were engaged in the confron-
tation, and once again showed their value as jungle fight-
ers. Tours were of varying length; Gurkhas generally did 6
months, British battalions in the Far East did 4 months, while
the UK-based units normally did 12 months.

Border Raids

In September 1963, Soekarno committed Indonesian regular
troops to the conflict. Their tactics were to cross the frontier
in bodies of up to 200 men, and establish bases in the jungle.
Walker responded by setting up bases of his own near the
border, which were supplied and reinforced by helicopter. He
also received top level permission from Number 10 to mount
secret cross-border raids into Kalimantan, to pre-empt Indo-
nesian attacks -the famous ‘Op Claret Raids’.

Features

Model of the battlefield

One Example

The best known ‘Op Claret’ operation occurred on 21 Novem-
ber 1965. A company from the 2/10 Gurkhas encountered a
platoon sized force of Indonesians, in an entrenched position
in Kalimantan, opposite Bau. The position was so situated
that it allowed only one approach, which was along a ridge
so narrow that only three men at a time could move up it in
line-abreast formation.

Lance Corporal Rambahadur Limbu led a party of 16
men in an attack on the forward machine gun position, from
where they were to provide support to the rest of the com-
pany, during their attack. They were about 10 yards away,
when the Indonesian sentry opened fire, wounding one of
the Gurkhas, and alerting the rest of the platoon. Seeing the
danger that they were in, Rambahadur Limbu rushed the ma-
chine gun, and destroyed it with a grenade. Alerted, the rest
of the Indonesian platoon began to fire on the forward pit,
thus making it an untenable position, from which to provide
support for the company attack. In order to report this fact
to his platoon commander, Limbu exposed himself to enemy
fire, before returning to pull two of his wounded comrades
to safety. An hour-long fire-fight followed, which has since
become known as the Battle of Bau, during which the Gurkha

Nanga Gaat on the Rajan,
R E-F i

g River, North Borneo, 1964
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company launched an assault on the Indonesian position. At
least 24 Indonesians are believed killed in the attack, while
the Gurkhas suffered three killed and two wounded.

L/Cpl Rambahadur Limbu received the Victoria Cross for
his actions.

Op Claret operations continued and developed in scope;
they were now undertaken by all UK and Gurkha battalions.
The permitted depth of operations increased from the initial
5,000 yards to 10,000 and then to 20,000 yards, applied only
to Special Forces. Regular infantry generally remained within
range of artillery support. The Indonesians continued to re-
main publicly silent about these operations. By mid-year, the
program of Claret operations had in effect established a ‘cor-
don sanitaire’ a few kilometres deep on the Kalimantan side
of the border. The Indonesians then laid down thousands of
anti-personnel mines against the Western Brigade.

The Battle Of Plaman Mapu.

President Soekarno wanted a ‘spectacular’. Thus, a significant
attack was made by the Indonesians against Plaman Mapu,
the base of B Company, 2 PARA. It was identified as a target
because it was barely 1 km from the border and lacked mutu-
al support from any other Commonwealth base. The majority
of B Company was out on patrols, and Plaman Mapu was only
lightly held. It was composed of a company HQ element, an
understrength platoon, and a mortar section, all commanded
by the Company Sergeant Major — “Patch” Williams.

The attack started at 5am on 27 June 1965, made by
three platoons of Indonesians. Read the amazing war diary
account:

‘Indonesian artillery fire continued to rain down on the
camp, wounding several men and sending the defenders into
disarray. Sergeant-Major Williams rushed to the headquarters
to order the artillery officer to bombard the taken positions
before attempting to organise a counterattack himself. Whilst
under heavy Indonesian fire, Williams gathered a section of
defenders, who had taken refuge in a slit trench, and led them
towards the captured outer positions. A shell landed among
the group, and wounded half of them, but Williams and the
remainder engaged at least 30 Indonesian infantry, who had
been firing into the base from the trench, in vicious hand-to-
hand combat, and managed to push them from it with minor
casualties. Williams then looked to secure the perimeter, but
seeing that the Indonesians were massing for a second attack,
he sat down in a vacated machine gun nest, and sprayed the
new wave of attackers, who attempted to seize the command
bunker, with fire. This was not without cost, and Williams was
fortunate to have escaped with a
single head wound, which neverthe-
less blinded him in one eye, though
he did not notice this in the heat of
battle. Williams then began to re-
ceive supporting rifle fire from other
British troops in nearby trenches, as
well bombardment from the single }
remaining mortar, and some 105mm
artillery emplacements from a near-
by camp.

After an hour and a half, the In-
donesians launched a third and fi-
nal attack up the slope towards the
base, which the British responded |
to with artillery and grenade fire.
This defence was remarkably effec- |
tive, and eventually the barrage of
Indonesian rocket fire halted and

46 Kinross Newsletter

Rebels captured during an attack by the Queen’s Own Highlanders
on the Brunei oil town of Seria, December 1962

the few remaining British soldiers rose from their hideouts
and began to clear the perimeter. Soon afterwards, Gurkha
soldiers and medical staff arrived at the base by helicopter,
leaving the soldiers behind to secure the area, and airlifting
the wounded to a nearby field hospital. By this point, howev-
er, Indonesian forces had withdrawn, effectively ending the
battle.

Despite the sheer intensity of the fighting and the num-
ber of Indonesian troops, final British casualty numbers were
low: 2 killed and 8 wounded. The British in turn inflicted at
least 30 estimated casualties upon the Indonesians.

CSM Williams was awarded the DCM and went to on to
become a Lt Col QM, an amazing soldier, with his distinctive
eye patch. The Battle of Plaman Mapu is considered a turning
point in the Confrontation. Never again was such a powerful
and concentrated cross-border attack attempted by the In-
donesian Army. Within months, Indonesia was convulsed by
revolution, and peace was secured in the next 12 months as
the conflict ground to a halt.

End Of Conflict

By late 1965, the Indonesians had lost control of the frontier.
They were further undermined by internal strife. In October
1965, the Indonesian army crushed an attempted coup by the
Indonesian Communist Party, the main supporters of Soekar-
no. The following March, the anti-Communist General Suhar-
to overthrew Soekarno. He then withdrew Indonesian forces
from the border areas and signed a treaty with Malaysia in
August 1966. The confrontation was over. It had claimed the
lives of 114 Commonwealth personnel, and wounded anoth-
er 180. Nevertheless, it had been a striking success for Brit-
ain’s new all-professional army.

Andy Middlemiss BEM DL




Health & Wellbeing

News from the
Health Centre

St Serf’s Medical Practice

ST SERF’S MEDICAL PRACTICE would like to welcome Dr William
Jones who will join us from 9 August. Dr Jones replaces Dr Lingard
who has now taken up another post within NHS Tayside. Dr
Lingard would like to thank all of his patients for their kindness
and on behalf of everyone at Loch Leven Health Centre, we wish
him all the best for the future.

Dr Jones joins us from another practice within Tayside and he
looks forward to supporting patients with their healthcare needs
in the future.

Orwell Medical Practice

ORWELL MEDICAL PRACTICE has welcomed a new Practice
Nurse, Fiona Faulds-Reid, who has started recently and is enjoying
meeting and assisting the Practices patients.

NHS TAYSIDE CONTINUE TO offer drop-in clinics for the Covid
Vaccination. Both practices post regular updates regarding this on
Facebook.

e

Stephen Lyon Organisation

THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT requires General Practice and Support service in Einross and surrounding areas
other healthcare settings to have different infection control and
physical distancing guidance to other places such as hospitals and
shops. This is to help reduce the risk to practice staff and to people
attending the practice who may be at greater risk if they catch
Covid-19. In Level 0, the following rules still apply in General Practice.

We help empower change and strengthening resilience
to improve quality of life and prevent suicide.

3 wearing of face coverings by patients and the public (unless Speak without discrimination,
you are exempt)

e physical distancing of 2 metres in waiting rooms Getin touch: 01577 820012

. contact your practice by telephone in the first instance or Email: infof@slo20.com

. wearing of PPE by staff

. screening of all patients for Covid-19 symptoms Charity number SCOS0446

Please support your local practice team by complying with this Confidential & Free Service,

guidance.

NHS

Test and Trace

With symptoms Without symptoms

PCR tasts rapid lataral flow tests, rapid Covid-19 tests

When to take the test

; vid- 19 ptoms = |f you do not have symproms of Covid-19
i wour positive lateral Tlow test result = A% part of routine testing twice a ik

How long it takes How long it takes

in labe = Result processed by test deviee
ifts the next day 5 = Around 30 minutes

= Order online
« AL a lost site
- Call 119 « Call 119

Find out more at NHS.UK = Participating workplaces

or call 119 and pharmaches

When to take the test
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JAMES PHILP LT

PLUMBERS AND HEATING ENGINEERS S

WE OFFER A COMPLETE PLUMBING AND HEATING SERYICE
FROM A SMALL REPAIR TO A NEW BATHROOM |
OR. HEATING SYSTEM

GAS SAFE, OFTEC & HETAS ENGINEERS
CITY AND GUILDS QUALIFED '
FULLY INSURED AND ALL TRADES SUPPLIED

FREE ESTIMATES AND ADVICEWHATEVER YOUR PROJECT

07821 dall a7d |

| QUEICH COURT MILMATHORT, KINROSS KY 13924

JAMES PHILP LTD

Your local provider of recyling
& waste management services

Skips
4 - 16 cubic yard skips

Bulk Containers
20 - 50 cubic yard open, closed
or compacior container oplions

Cattle Bedding and
Equestrian Arena Surfacing

We can deliver Huwnhuu't Scotland and
these products are suitable for beef and
dairy cattle, sheep, poultry and equine. :

Your
01577 830833
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Come & see
what makes
us special

Nursery (0-5 years)
0SC & Holiday Club (5-12 years)

Graded Excellent in most recent
Care Inspectorate report

Partner Provider Grant !
Funded Education

01577 864408
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Health & Wellbeing

Callum’s Global Report

Dear Reader

My name is Callum Alexander, currently living in Perth and
Kinross, Scotland and | am 15 years old. For the last twelve
months, | have been working on an extensive project | call
‘Global Report’, which examines and addresses the injustices,
threats and man-made crises throughout the world today,
whether that is through the global climate, water, air,
food and humanitarian crises. The ‘Global Report’ is more
than 200 pages long, contains around 120,000 words and
comprises of ten chapters including context, preface and
epilogue/conclusion. By the end of the report in a category
called ‘Conclusion’, it describes a list of environmental and

The years of 2020 and 2021 must certainly represent the
intent significance and purpose in learning from man - made
mistakes of which we have so appreciably decimated planet
earth and all its inhabitants. In other words, once we emerge
out from the Covid-19 pandemic, it is pivotal that we as a
human race do not revert back to “‘normal life’, because our
way of ‘normal life’ is not efficient and is indeed killing humans
and planet Earth. We cannot live in the same culture that forced
us into this substantial crisis of the Coronavirus pandemic,
climate change, poverty, war and far more, and hope that all
these crises will merely disappear. One of the greatest threats

On p17, we told you how young Callum Alexander, a 15 year old pupil at Kinross High School, has
won the Young Environmental Reporter competition organised by Keep Scotland Beautiful. Here, he
summarises his winning entry — it makes sobering reading.

human rights laws that must be passed under international
law during the 26th UN Climate Conference (COP26) to
prevent irreversible disaster to the worlds ecology, economy
and future generations. These audacious laws show of what
not only must be done to meet the Paris Climate Agreement
by reducing Greenhouse Gas emissions by 55% by 2030, and
become net-zero by 2050, but to indeed achieve all ‘Global
Goals’ that the United Nations presented to the worlds
nations in 2015 in dire regard to ameliorate wildlife and the
entirety of humanity. | bear solutions to the climate crises
and more not of advanced technology, but of International
policies that are set to protect all peoples and prevent a
further deterioration of crises throughout the world.

The truth of the matter is that people are talking about
the COP26 to be the conference to change the world and
is our very last hope for the world and humanities survival.
However, if we have learned anything from the Paris
Climate Accord, it is that allowing individuals governments
to set their own climate targets as they have proven time
after time that they have failed to the requisition to meet
climate targets is evidently unreliable and is now plainly
becoming considerably dangerous. The IPCC has found that
unprecedented action is required to meet climate targets set
by the United Nations. And it is said without any doubt, that
if many government bodies continue to make self-climate
targets which are inefficient or continue to fail in achieving
their climate targets, our world, and civilization along with it
will deteriorate and collapse.

Major changes in our worlds system are needed, because
it is indisputable of how corrupt the current system is that
when a corporation or company can knowingly violate Human
Rights, pollute and cause the deaths of countless people
and decimate the environment, and yet seem to pay no, or
little penalty towards their actions, and then still continue
to kill and pollute as it is more profitable than to otherwise
implement Human Right laws and environmental legislation
and regulation. The international system is failing to protect
humanity and the rest of the world, with incontrovertible
proof displayed by the calamitous effects of climate change,
pollution, escalating poverty, increasing chronic diseases
among people, and of course, the Covid-19 pandemic. We
should not only make unequivocal and audacious actions
(shown in ‘Conclusion’) because we can do, and not because
we should do, but because we need to in order to survive.

to humanity is the inability to learn from many of our own man-
made mistakes at all, or simply not fast enough. If we do not
learn from our past mistakes, history will inevitably repeat itself
and will cause us to face the brink of collapse.

What we have been doing for the last past decades in
attempts to prevent the escalation of Greenhouse Gas
emissions and Climate Change is clearly not the answer,
perhaps it has been helpful in spreading awareness about
climate change by imposing flawed emission targets, but

conton p51

mprconsultants

#  Survey & Reports on defective work carried out by Builders

# Survey & Reports on alleged defective work as reason for
non-payment to the Builder

# Dilapidation Reports for potential purchasing or property or

property already in your ownership

Extra-Over Home Reports Survey

Construction Defects

¥ ¥ ¥

Supporting Technical Reports for Planning Applications

Forensic / analytical work

With over 40 years experience in the construction
industry Martin Richardson of MPR Consultants
is a highly qualified and experienced construction

consultant ideally placed to provide advice, prepare
reports and provide impartial expert witness
evidence.

MPR Consultants
- 12 Talla Park, Kinross KY13 8AB

‘ IOB 1555 01577 864 057 | 07739 428 061

info@mprconsultants.scot
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CASHMERE at
LOCHLEVEN

Unique - Luxurious - Preciolis - Rare

Scotland Business Award Winners:
2018 Best Kinross Business

2019 Best Gift Shop

2019 Best Specialised Retailer

@w

Cashmere at Lochleven, Lochleven Mills,
Kinross, KY13 8DH
Tel: 01577 867 570
enquires@cashmereatlochleven
www.cashmereatlochleven.com

o Recommended by
| @

DESMOND COLLINS
OPTOMETRIST & CONTACT LENS PRACTITIONEE

MOB/TX NO: 07961 637528

OPEN MONDAY, TUESDAY, THURSDAY, FRIDAY
ALSO WEEKEND & AFTER HOURS BY APPOINTMENT

TEL: 01577 864455 20 MEW ROAD, MILMATHORT KY13 9XT
EMAIL DEOPTOMDOUTLOOKCOM

WWW.DESMONDCOLLINSOPTOMETRIST.CO.UK

CROOK OF DEVON
KINROSS-SHIRE
Tel: 01577 840207

BAR MEALS SERVED DAILY
Monday - Saturday 12 - 2® 5 - 9pm
Sum"ﬂy_ 12 - 9pm

Take Away Food Service
Room available for small parties & meetings
Front @ Rear Car Parks
MODEL RAILWAY RUNNING DAILY
ARTEFACTS © CURIOS
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Health & Wellbeing

TRAUMA HEALING TOGETHER is hosting the Perth and
Kinross Mental Health & Wellbeing Festival. Along with
ten other fantastic local charities they will be providing a
week of free events, all focused around improving and
understanding mental health.

The week will be packed with free workshops, resources,
blogs and podcasts. It is hoped that the festival will increase
awareness of the support that is out there and make it more
accessible as well as normalise mental health problems as
something that many, many people experience.

Free Mental Health Event

Pz Healing
Fowreet e

Mental Health
a&Wellbeing
Festival

The week runs from 9 to 15 August. Visit www.
traumahealingtogether.org/events for more information or
see the poster on 101.

cont from p49

is clearly not the answer, and that the situation is getting
worse year by year, with apparent evidence from the
UN Environmental Programme that indeed reports that
Greenhouse Gas Emissions are still increasing, and that the
world is headed for a excess of even 3°C breach of climate
temperature. It is now close to six years since the Paris
Climate Accord was signed by 189 nations, however no
International progress has been made to reduce Greenhouse
Gas Emissions world-wide. Instead of it being six years of
climate rectification, it has instead been six wasted years for
climate collapse and spoliation.

Humanity was born with new and intelligent ideas that
shaped our world today of which we live in, and that is precisely
what our world needs now. People talk about ‘a lost generation’
from staying out of schools due to the effect of Coronavirus
pandemic. However, | believe that the young generation should

Physiotherapy

Chartered & State Registered

Physiotherapists

® Strains, Sprains & Tears
e Post Op Rehabilitation
® Arthritic Conditions

® Neck & Back Pain

® Sports Injuries  T: 01577 864 875

M: 07912 100 845
28 New Road, Milnathort

Kinross KY13 9XT

www.kinrossphysiotherapy.co.uk
enquiries@kinrossphysiotherapy.co.uk

stop being perceived as a lost generation, and instead be
regarded and re-illustrated as the ‘learned generation’, about
how we can prevent a breech in the Paris Climate Agreement
and prevent future pandemics, and prevent war, abolish
poverty, end inequality and racial injustice, and so create peace
throughout the world, one of which does not inly division, but a
free world for everyone to enjoy at their own privilege and basic
human right. Only if we work together and all move forward as a
society to prior and achieve these goals will we succeed.

| believe it is best said that it would be Impossible to
limit a rise in Global temperatures and avoid irrevocable
crises throughout the world if the COP26 summit fails to
impose and regulate climate, environmental, wildlife and
humanitarian policies that are audacious, but balanced,
under international law to protect the environment and all
people.
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#: Heaven Scent ”r _ %
eatwdrink *-lullwlnd E ' . “ '
We are OPEN every day 9am-4pm ’n

Sit-in ~ Secret Garden ~ Collection ~ Takeaway

STAY EAT COOK

Newhill Granary is a large luxurious and stylish
duplex conversion of a former granary that is
perfect for a special break for 2 peaple
It is located 2 miles from Glenfarg and Milnathort

New Hot Tub on private terrace from April 2021
Perfect for stargazing

Catering for residents

Private dining for groups

Small parties and events

Quiside Catering and food to order
by Stellas Canapes

; newhillfarm.co.uk
I9 South Street, Milnathort, KYI3 9XA | 0I577 865577

www. heavenscentcoffeeshop.co.uk 0?803 136463
§ heavenscentinfo |1/ heavenscentcoffeeshop J UIiEt Hamiltﬂn

I-u. Y f.
#ﬂf‘ L\*B n FI\I
N dqhh_:si‘_r J-\.ﬁ_
IF YOU HAVE BEEN STRUGGLING TO FIND A TRADESMAN TO CARRY OUT THOSE SMALL JOBS
AROUND THE HOUSE AND GARDEN THEN PLEASE CALL US
BASED IN KINROSS, WE ARE FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED TRADESMEN WITH OVER S50 YEARS OF
EXPERIEMCE IN THE BUILDING TRADE WHO SPECIALIZE IN CARRYING OUT THE FOLLOWING SERVICES

FOR YOUR HOME AND GARDEN NEEDS.
WE OFFER FREE QUOTES AND ADVICE AND GIVE FULL GUARANTEES FOR ALL WORKS CARRIED, OUT.

- GROUNDS MAINTENANCE
o ' GROUND CLEARANCES = e
.+ GRASS CUTTING & STRIMMING R INTERNAL: nEFunmsQMEHT WORKS
| *""#HEDGE CUTTING & TREE HEMGUAL .. . HOUSE S FLAT I:LEAE__NCEE
. .SCARIFYING & LAWN TREATMENTS
. FENCING & DECKING =& 4
.GARDEN, nnumsaﬂ*ﬁ
BESPDKE GAFIDEI\I |=u__.
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Health & Wellbeing

WINNING WAYS

by Jo Middlemiss

WHEN THINGS IN YOUR life seem
almost too much to handle, or when
24 hours in a day is not enough —try to
remember this story:

A professor stood before her
philosophy class, and had some items
in front of her. When the class began,
wordlessly, she picked up a very large
and empty glass jar, and proceeded to
fill it with large rocks.

She then asked the students if the
jar was full. They agreed that it was.

The professor then picked up a
box of pebbles and poured them into
the jar. She shook the jar lightly. The
pebbles rolled into the open areas
between the rocks. She then asked the
students again if the jar was full. They
agreed it was.

The professor next picked up a box
of sand, and poured it into the jar. Of
course, the sand filled up everything
else. She asked once more if the jar
was full. The students responded with
a unanimous ‘yes.

The professor then produced two
mugs of coffee from under the table
and poured the entire contents into
the jar, effectively filling the empty
space between the sand. The students
laughed. ‘Now, said the professor, as
the laughter subsided, ‘I want you to
recognise that this jar represents your
life.

Therocks are theimportant things —
faith, family, children, health, friends,
and favourite passions —things that if
everything else was lost, and only they
remained, your life would still be full.
The pebbles are the other things that
matter, like your job, house, and car.
The sand is everything else —The small
stuff that we fritter time away with like
scrolling through phones and tablets,
TV and worrying about what others
might think!

‘If you put the sand into the jar first,
she continued, ‘there is no room for
the pebbles or the rocks. The same
goes for life. If you spend all your time

and energy on the small stuff, you will
never have room for the things that are
important to you. So.... pay attention
to the things that are critical to your
happiness.

Play with your children.
Take time to get medical check-ups.
Take your partner out to dinner.

‘Take care of the rocks first —he
things that really matter. Set your
priorities. The rest is just pebbles and
sand.

Just when it seemed that the lesson
was over, one of the students raised
her hand and inquired what the coffee
represented. The professor smiled.

‘I'm glad you asked. It just goes to
show you that no matter how full your
life may seem, there’s always room
for a couple of cups of coffee with a
friend.

Jo Middlemiss, MBE
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Community Council News

reports, there will be a considerable amount of editing.

The Community Council News is based on draft minutes of local CC meetings. Full draft minutes are posted on local websites and notice
boards. Please note, the Community Council News is not a verbatim reproduction of CC minutes. Where there are two months’ worth of

Kinross Community Council

News from the June Meeting

Present at the meeting held on Tuesday 22 June 2021 were
CCllrs W Freeman (Chair), D Colliar, M McFarlane, H Phillips
and M Wood, Cllrs C Purves and W Robertson, David Alston
and Mrs C Aird.

In the absence of CClir L Mckay, CCllr W Freeman
advised that he had been asked to Chair the meeting.
Apologies: CCllr L Mckay, CClIr T Stewart and PCs A Mitchenson
and M Gemmell.

Matters Arising

Davis Park

Cllr Purves advised that a greenspace team had been allocated
to provide a sketch design in late autumn and a topographic
report was still to be completed.

He also advised that the information in relation to waste
management was still to be provided.

Kirkgate Park/Kinross House

Cllr Purves confirmed that, following a question at a previous
meeting with regard to the funding received for the filming of
‘Outlander’ at Kirkgate Park, PKC had confirmed that the funds
were deposited in a general fund for use in the Kinross area.
Seat at War Memorial

CCllr Freeman confirmed that the seat required a bolt screw
on one side and he would arrange for this to be fixed as soon
as possible.

Kinross Town Centre

Provost’s Lamp: CClIr Colliar confirmed that the lamp was now
in place. It was agreed that a sign should be erected to advise
visitors as to why the lamp was there. CClIr Colliar confirmed
that the estimated cost of installation was £1350 + VAT, plus
the cost of a sign. Funds were available for to pay for this work
following the receipt of a grant.

The cost of installation meant that there were funds still
available and it was agreed that CClIr Colliar would speak to
Scott Denyer at PKC in respect of levelling the lighting in the
area.

Burns Begg Road/ Kirkgate Park Road: On behalf of CCllr
Mckay, CCllr Freeman requested an update on the required
repairs for the area as residents were now taking it upon
themselves to fill potholes with gravel. There had also been a
complaint received in respect of the traffic at the junction of
Burns Begg Street and the High Street.

Cllr Purves advised that whilst he had chased again for an
update, he had not heard anything from Mike Morgan. Both
he and ClIr Robertson will chase for an update.

On a related point, CClir Freeman enquired as to when the
public toilets would be reopened at the Church Centre. CClir
Colliar advised that these toilets are only open when the day
centre was open hence the reason for them being closed at
the weekend.

Clir Watters advised that the closure of public toilets was
high on the list of things to consider when funding is being
discussed. CCllr Colliar commented that it was now very
difficult to find public toilets in towns in the area and gave
an example of toilets in Perth City Centre. He advised that
the toilets at The Inch were very difficult to access as the
disabled parking spaces had now been turned into electric
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parking points. Also, unless you have a disabled key, people
cannot access these toilets. It was pointed out that this was
particularly difficult for people who while not being registered
disabled but had a temporary injury such as a broken leg,
and had great difficulty using the public toilets. Clir Watters
agreed to contact his colleagues in Perth about this issue
and would ask them to chase up these issues. CClIr Colliar
advised that the disabled parking spaces at St Catherine’s
Retail Park now had a bollard at the end of them, causing
access issues for anyone who reverses into the spaces and he
felt that Councils needed to give thought as to the needs of
the users when designing car parks.

CClIr Mckay enquired as to when the signs for Kinross Learning
Centre would be removed. Clir Watters agreed to follow this
up on receipt of the specific sign locations from CCllr Mckay.
Pedestrian Crossings

Springfield Road Crossing: CCllr Freeman advised that the
traffic light on the left hand side near Sainsbury’s had a fault
with the amber light.

CCllr M McFarlane advised that Clir Robertson had been
speaking to a resident in the Springfield Road with regard to
the original request for a crossing at the junction with The
Muirs.

Proposed Gallowhill Road Crossing: David Alston thanked
the CC for allowing him to attend the meeting to discuss his
concerns in respect of the proposed crossing on Gallowhill
Road. Mr Alston advised that he had been a resident for over
31 years and wanted to raise his concerns in respect of the
crossing which was proposed for just outside the 30mph zone
at Lathro Lane. He had a number of safety concerns about
the placing of the crossing, not only the location but also
the speed limit of the road and the fact that the residents of
Phase 2 of the Persimmon development will have no say in the
location of the crossing. Mr Alston agreed that there needs to
be a crossing, but just not at that location.

Cllr Robertson agreed with Mr Alston and commented that
funding for the crossing has been provided under a Section
75 agreement between PKC and Persimmon Homes, and that
this funding will be lost if it is not spent within a particular
timescale.

Mr Alston advised that, from reading the Reporter’s letter of
21 January 2021, it would appear that the draft conditions
placed on the agreement mean that the crossing will be in
place prior to the residents of Phase 2 moving in, although
Cllr Robertson did not think it was legal to have a crossing in a
60mph area as it would be too dangerous.

Cllr Purves advised that he had discussed the issue with Mr
Alston and confirmed that there was a time limit in respect of
spending the funding and as such, he had asked PKC officers
whether the funding could be used for something else. He has
not had a response to his questions.

He went on to advise that Persimmon Homes are trying to
revise their plans for Phase 2 by building more houses and he
supported Mr Alston and ClIr Robertson’s suggestion that the
crossing be moved further up Gallowhill Road.

It was noted that there would need to be a path created near
to the lane in order to ensure that the crossing was en-route
for users.

Members were advised that the application was due to be



discussed at the PKC meeting in July and an update would be
given at a future meeting.

Hayfield Garden Community Garden

Cllr Robertson advised that he had spoken to PKC who had
advised that apparently the Community Garden had been taken
on by the school and the person that Clir Robertson needed to
speak to was on annual leave until the end of June. Clir Robertson
will confirm the situation and report back to a future meeting.
CClIr Colliar advised that this should not have happened as it
was meant to be a garden for use by the community. It was
agreed that the item would remain on the agenda.

Planning Matters

Planning Applications Received

21/00524/FLL Extension to dwelling house at 16 Mavisbank,
Kinross.

21/00973/FLL Erection of a replacement bird hide at Loch
Leven Bird hide, High Street, Kinross.

21/00882/FLL Siting of a caravan (for a temporary period) at
land 25 metres south of Gellybank Farm, Kinross.

Planning Applications Determined

21/00654/FLL Erection of a replacement dwelling house
(revised design) at 27 Curate Wynd, Kinross, (approved)
21/00628/FLL Alterations and extensions to dwelling house at
Comrie House, 4 Station Road, Kinross, (approved)
21/00667/AML Erection of 2 dwelling houses and garages
(approval of matters specified in conditions of 18/01807/IPL
at land 20 metres south west of 16 Curate Wynd, Kinross,
(refused)

21/00657/LAW Erection of 3 dwelling houses (existing) at land
30 metres south west of Leiland House, Balado (refused)
21/00636/FLL Installation of public access defibrillator and
CCTV camera at 15 Swansacre, Kinross, (approved)
21/00559/FFL 542 application to delete condition 10 (street
lighting) of permission 18/00540/FLL at land 110 metres south
east of Beaufield, Balado (approved). It was noted that this
application was the one which the CC had objected to.

Other Planning Matters

Drains at Persimmon Homes Development

Cllr Purves gave an update on the situation in respect of
drainage at Lathro Meadows advising that ward councillors
had received a letter from Persimmon Homes taking full
responsibility but blaming the contractors for defective
workmanship. Persimmon Homes have a phased plan of
repairs in place but there remain concerns re groundwater.
Update will continue to be given at future meetings.

Reports From CC Representatives

Website

CCllr Colliar advised that he had received an email from
Colin Low in respect of the new website and expressed his
reservations in how this work was being taken forward. Whilst
accepting that the website needed to be modernised, he
asked if the CC wanted to be 50% shareholders and continuing
with the Newsletter.

ClIr Phillips advised that the Newsletter felt that the My Kinross
website could be detrimental to the advertising revenue of the
Newsletter and remained unconvinced that a website, rather
than social media, was the best way to move forward.

There was a long discussion about whether the CC should
continue the work with the My Kinross website and there
were three options suggested which were then put to a vote.
Option 1 — Stay involved and explore further = 1 vote

Option 2 — Walk away completely = 3 votes

Option 3 — Continue with the original proposal to upgrade the
website = 2 votes

Option 2 was carried.

It was agreed that CCllr McFarlane would attend the meeting
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on 8 July to explain the CC’s decision and he would email the
CC with what he was going to say at the meeting.

Transport Hub

CClIr Colliar advised that an email had been received inviting
the CC to get involved and it was agreed that CClIr Phillips
would respond advising that the CC were keen to be involved
in any discussions. It was felt that the reinstatement of a rail
link would be of huge benefit not only to the local residents
but to the whole of central Scotland.

Kirkgate Park

CClIr Colliar stated that whilst it was wonderful to see the
park being used, visitors were parking on grass verges and
therefore causing damage. He suggested that the CC should
contact PKC to advise them of this and to ask for improved
parking in the area.

CCllr McFarlane advised that Cllr Purves had arranged to meet
with Growbiz which may bring opportunities for the area and
these should be taken forward if appropriate.

Electric Vehicles

CCllr McFarlane advised that funds had been transferred to
the bank account. The first vehicle is in place and is regularly
being used. CCllr McFarlane will provide statistics for a future
meeting.

Grass Cutting

On behalf of CClIr Mckay, CClIr Freeman advised that there had
been a number of complaints received in respect of the grass
cutting at Wester Balgedie — it was felt that this restricted the
views of motorists and ClIr Purves agreed to look into this.
School Cuts

CCllr Freeman, on behalf of CClir McKay raised the issue of
cuts to education and asked why children were suffering and
there appeared to be teachers leaving the profession.

Cllr Purves advised that there had been no cuts to education
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in the most recent budget and in fact there had been
reinstatement of some posts in order to help during the
pandemic. The proposal for frozen meals being provided
by PKC two years ago had been rejected as it would have
resulted in job losses and recently the Scottish Government
had announced that free school meals would be provided to
all primary school pupils. PKC officials have advised that the
current infrastructure was not able to cope with this. There
was a meeting scheduled for the following day to discuss this
matter in more detail.

AOCB

Gazebo

CCllr Mckay had questioned whether a gazebo and/or a
banner could be purchased to be used at the Market to ensure
continued engagement with the public. CCllr McFarlane
confirmed that there were funds available and CClir Wood
would look into the purchase/printing of such a gazebo.

Wild Swimming

It had been noted that there had been a number of wild
swimmers and water sports enthusiasts in the loch recently and
it was felt that there should be notices erected at various points
around the loch advising that these activities were dangerous.
CClIr Phillips advised that there was a box at the end of the Pier
which should have a safety ring in it, but this was empty. Clir
Purves agreed to look into getting notices erected.

Funding

CClIr Colliar confirmed that funding from PKC would be
received in August/September and would be dependent on
funds in the account at that time.

The next meeting of Kinross Community Council will be on Tuesday
27 July 2021 at 7.30pm. It is hoped that the meeting will be held
face to face but this will be confirmed nearer the time.

Milnathort And Orwell CC

Due to a technical error, the July minutes of Milnathort and
Orwell Community Council are not available.

The next meeting will be held via Zoom at 7pm on Thursday, 5
August, 2021. Anyone who wishes to attend is asked to contact
communitycouncilmilnathort@gmail.com

Cleish & Blairadam CC

The next meeting of Cleish and Blairadam Community Council
will be on Monday 30 August 2021.

Portmoak Community Council
News from the July Meeting

Present at the meeting held on 13 July were Clir C Purves,
CCllrs A Davidson (Treasurer & Acting Chair), S McGregor
(Secretary), D Morris, S Forde, K Donaldson, and 9 members
of the public.

Apologies: Clir R Watters and W Robertson, CClIr G Smith
Approval of previous Minutes held on 8 June 2021:

Cllr D Morris: requested a procedural item to circulate final
draft minutes to CC Members as they are sent to Kinross
newsletter. Also, request to circulate previous month’s draft
minutes with the agenda for the next month’s meeting.

Cllr A Davidson: flagged a correction. Minutes from 08/06/21
stated there was not a fire hydrant in Glen Lomond, when in
fact there are fire hydrants but the hydrant require the water
supply to function.

Matters Arising

Road Safety Action in Kinnesswood and Scotlandwell

Cllr Purves gave an update:

Easter Balgedie: Road safety team had responded to confirm
that the 30mph limit will be introduced. Drawings being for
this, which will be forwarded to roads committee for approval.
Likely implementation later this financial year. Other speed
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mitigation measures in Easter Balgedie could be introduced
but should be considered carefully.

An E Balgedie Resident commented that they thought this
would be well received and offered to assist with garnering
support for further speed mitigation measures.

W Balgedie: Clir C Purves will pick up on the issues previous
highlighted so they are not forgotten about.

Scotlandwell: speed bumps being potentially moved from
Kinnesswood will be highlighted.

Golf course / Grahamstone: PKC road team had refused
20mph limit.

Speed limit trial across PKC: D McKeown at PKC had promised
to feedback trial results once it was completed.

Scotlandwell: 20mph sign reorientation: a repair order had
been raised and this should be completed quite soon.
Scotlandwell-Auchmuirbridge (and Bowhouse): representa-
tion had been made from residents about the possibility of
better signage and speed limit lowering to 40mph limits, as
was present on other sections and in Fife. The Road Safety
team did not think there was a significant amount of devel-
opment along the Bowhouse stretch to argue for this. Clir C
Purves was not in agreement with the policy that had led to
this decision and planned to proceed this with the Road Safety
team and Directors to see if the policy can be changed. The
precedent on the rest of the stretch has been set and there is
no real reason not to reduce the speed along the Bowhouse
stretch.

A911 Road Safety Plan: Still pushing to get the route action
plan, to assess and plan the whole strip holistically.

The CC highlighted the need for cutting back of hedge along
A911 from E Balgedie to Kinnesswood, and verges from
Portmoak Hall to Scotlandwell. Vegetation growth is making
pavements extremely narrow.

Glenlomond sewage, and Water Supply to Glenlomond and
Wester Balgedie: CClir A Davidson gave an update: Specialist
team were due to assess sewage system this week. Scottish
Water had as yet not responded. The issue had been raised with
local MSPS and local MP. Glenlomond sewage system needs to
be adopted by Scottish Water. There had been an overnight
water outage again in the last month but water had been
restored by 0730hrs. The Fire Service is aware of the issue and
had confirmed that if there was an incident they would ensure
they brought a tender full of water in case of outage.
Construction of hill track, Bishop Hill, Kinnesswood: drainage,
gorse clearing, electric fencing: CCllr D Morris confirmed no
further developments on this item. Recent heavy rain and run-
off is still a serious problem possibly exacerbated by areas of
dead vegetation due to bracken spraying.

CCllIr S Forde highlighted ragwort growing on the path up to
the Bishop Hill at Scotlandwell. Cllr C Purves suggested that
he could raise the subject to PKC possibly to Environmental
Health as the plant can be poisonous to animals and livestock.
Farmers and residents should be aware of the potential hazard
and act accordingly.

Friar Place, Scotlandwell: hedge height reducing visibility:
ClIr S Forde outlined the ongoing issue. ClIr C Purves confirmed
that council can compel resident to cut back hedgeor complete
the work and bill resident back for work. Gary McConnell from
PKC had been on site and did not report a problem.

20 mph traffic sign reorientation in Scotlandwell: Secretary had
reported this to PKC. As confirmed by ClIr C Purves a repair order
had been raised and this should be completed in due course.
New Matters

Portmoak Community Council By-Election: Thursday 12
August 2021 to elect 5 members

The by-election is scheduled for Thursday 12 August 2021
to elect 5 members. Persons wishing to represent their
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community council must be 16 years of age, reside in the
community council area and be named on the electoral
register for the community council area in which they are
standing. A candidate’s proposer and seconder must also
be named on the electoral register and reside in the same
community council area.

To stand as a candidate a completed nomination form,
together with a supporting 50 word statement, must be
submitted to the Returning Officer at the address below or by
email to communitycouncils@pkc.gov.uk by 4pm on Thursday
22 July 2021.

Potential for reclassification of the A911 and B9097 roads:
This item had been suggested by Clir W Robertson and a
number of local residents. The impetus was to reduce the use
of the A911 by large lorries. Previous iterations of PCC had
campaigned to the Road Haulage Association to have satnav
on trucks reclassified so A911 could be flagged as not suitable
for large vehicles.

Grahamstone Road signage for no vehicle access to LLHT
and speed limit: Clir W Robertson and residents in the
Grahamstone area had highlighted the issue of vehicles
travelling at speed down Grahamstone Farm track at speed
expecting to access the LLHT. Google maps recommend this
as a route for vehicular access to Loch Leven. This however
is a private road with no public vehicular access or parking
and only limited turning space. Public access is only for non
motorised users, as per the Scottish Outdoor Access Code.ClIr
C Purves highlighted that being a private road, Grahamstone
residents would be primarily responsible for signage.
Portmoak Cemetery maintenance: The Secretary had
received complaints from residents of poor maintenance of
the cemetery. An approach to PKC had received a positive
and quick response from the Burials team who manage
maintenance. While under pressure from delays resulting from
COVID situation, the team usually aim to mow grass every 2
weeks and strim undergrowth every 4 weeks. The team at PKC
had confirmed the strimming had been completed and had
provided photos.

Police Reports

PCC were pleased to welcome the Police Liaison Team to the
meeting. PC A Mitchinson gave an overview of the last month,
there were fortunately not many incidents.

30/08/21: Lochend Farm shop was broken into on some
forensic evidence was found but no suspects as yet.
10/07/21: 2 males seen to be harassing campers at Burleigh
Sands. They were traced walking along road and given a
warning. No crimes committed.

13/07/21: Two young people broke into Portmoak Primary.
Additionally there had been approx. 11 road traffic incidents.
Clir K Donaldson highlighted car abandoned in Westfield area on

Wed 07/07/21 at about 2am, this had been reported to the Police
Scotland.

Aresident asked the police about the issue of overtaking along
20mph section on the A911 with the suggestion that some
unmarked vehicles would be useful. The CC agreed there is
a lot of high-speed overtaking in speed restricted areas. The
police confirmed they are aware of the issue and try to include
this info into their response. Only traffic police have access
to the unmarked vehicles. Pop-up policemen may become
available for trouble spots.

The CC highlighted speeding along the Causeway and also
at Golf Course and Woodmarch. These problems were
supposed to have been flagged up to D McKeown during the
A911 survey in 2020. Woodmarch remains problematic, a
promised build out or other solution has never been built.
The CC flagged this up again to PKC. The Head Teacher at
Portmoak Primary is also concerned about this Woodmarch
pinch point with its dangerous narrow pavement, with special
care having to be taken on school trips along to Portmoak
Village Hall.

Planning

New Applications:

21/00818/FLL Erection of a dwellinghouse at Land 30 Metres
North East Of Arkle Cottage Leslie Road Scotlandwell.
Comments by: 17 July 2021, no CC comment.

21/00878/FLL Formation of a footpath and associated works
at Land 90 Metres South West Of Lochend Farmhouse
Scotlandwell. Comments Date is past on 6 July 2021.
Approved by council. Application previously approved by CC.
21/00997/FLL Erection of 22 dwellinghouses, 3 garages and
a garage with ancillary accommodation, formation of SUDS
pond, landscaping and associated works (LDP site H54) |
Land 100 Metres South East Of Cragton Villa Rost Gardens
Scotlandwell. Comments by Fri 30 Jul 2021.

The CC had only received notification of the planning application
on the 12/07/21, one day prior to the PCC public monthly
meeting. There was representations from residents with concerns
about more houses and no infrastructure. There appears to be
no affordable houses in the plan. Opinion from public highlighted
concerns that the development will not contribute positively to
the amenity of Scotlandwell. No amenity planned for children.
Concerns about flooding on this piece of land. 22 homes
correlates to a likely large increase in cars while there are still
existing road traffic issues and limited public transport.

Planning Decisions:

Progress with Developments

Westfield Community Liaison Committee: Clir K Donaldson
reported that work at the site was limited, but test drills were
proceeding.

Oauseway Cottage Cattery
SCOTLANDWELL

Quiet eountry setting 5 mins from June. 5 M30
Heated Accommedation & Spacious covered runs
Tailored to individual needs
FAB TRAINED

Small Animals also eatersd for

TEL: 01592 840 869 MOB: 07717 54 57 28
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Paths Group: The Paths Group had been busy over the past
month. Humid, warm weather has left many paths very
overgrown. The Dryside Road path from Easter Balgedie to
Springfield Farm has been strimmed and cleared, there is also
a new fence, which is very useful, as it separates livestock
from the path at Springfield Farm. Peat Loan has recently been
flailed by PKC Community Greenspace and had soon become
overgrown but the Paths Group had been working to clear it
again. Also clearing of some of the informal paths in Stephens
Field. Volunteers or extra help at this busy time would be
appreciated: contact Alison on 07943 881181 or Anne on
07547 457046 for more info.

Treasurer CC Accounts

Main account: f 662.80

Michael Bruce account: £1372.65

Treasurer is still having to get previous treasurer to assist with
transactions, prior to moving accounts to the Kinross Credit Union.
Invoices for Zoom and for Hosting for the CC website are being
processed.

Councillors’ Reports

Cllr C Purves: nothing substantive. On local Kinnesswood
speed trials Cllr Purves asked for feedback about whether the
CC and residents felt they should be continued? The CC agreed
that they believed them to be useful.

Matters Notified To The Secretary

Electoral Commission Annual Canvass in 2021: The annual
electoral registration canvass of households in Angus and Perth
& Kinross commences with forms being sent to all addresses in
August 2021. Electors for whose e-mail addresses are held by the
Electoral Registration Office will have an opportunity to respond
to an email asking for confirmation that the information held is
correct, or to provide details of any changes. These emails should

Stravaig Motorhome Rental
Brand New Luxury 2021 Motorhome Rental
Balado, Kinross
WWW,Z0SIEAVAIE.Ccom

infof@ gostravaig.com

01259 742203 / OTOT0 B16837
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be sent out from week commencing Monday 5 July 2021.

Any queries, contact ero@tayside-vjb.gov.uk and your query
will be dealt with.

Public Consultation on The Fireworks (Scotland) Miscella-
neous Amendments Regs 2021: Consultation website at:
https://consult.gov.scot/justice/use-and-sale-of-fireworks-in-
scotland should you wish to give your views. The consultation
will close on Sunday 15 August.

The next meeting of Portmoak Community Council will be held
at 7.30pm on Tuesday, 10 August 2021.

MOLLYS RESTAURANT
AT MUCKHART GOLF CLUB

Delicious hot and cold food served all day

Tuesday & Wednesday 11 — 6.15 last orders
Thursday 11 -7
Friday — Sunday 11 — 6.15 last orders

Check out our FB page for details of BBQ nights,
Themed nights and Sunday Carvery

‘Walk-ins and reservations welcome

Call 01259 781423

Tel
7 Ross Street,

07508262097
Kinross
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Bespoke Massage, Swedish Massage,

Lava Shell Massage, Thai Foot
Massage, Facials, Reiki, Manicures,

Pedicures, Shellac, Waxing & Tinting

www.facebook.com/

beautybysusankinross
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If an empty plate is a sigh of how much we’ve

enjoyed a meal, then our cleared table at the midsummer
market echoed our success. At the start the table had been
groaning with tombola prizes, tablet, cakes and beautiful
knitted baby jumpers, not forgetting our books and bookcase.
At the end, all of this was gone and our funds had a boost of
£285.65! It was a fun day for our duty volunteers, sharing the
excitement of winning tickets, interesting chat and meeting
new faces. A suitable reward for all their hard work! With teddy
netting over £70 back at the coffee shop, we had a ‘win-win’
day. A sincere thank you to all who helped in organising the
tombola, donated prizes and baking. A special mention goes to
Mrs Kelly, mother of Theresa Cannon, one of our volunteers,
for the lovely jumpers. Although a senior citizen from the west
of Scotland, her knitting skills are as good as ever and raising
money for many charities. It is so good to learn that our efforts
are reaching other corners
of the country. Plaudits must
also go to all who visited our
stall and helped achieve our
impressive total. We were all
so pleased for the gentleman
in the picture opposite
(whose third winning ticket
from our smart red tombola
drum earned him our star
prize) that we forgot to ask
his name! Maybe you will
know him?

Project: Our project for
August is the charity
‘Literacy in a Box’. Even if war, disease and famine did not
exist, poverty ultimately robs children of the chance of being
able to go to school. The poorest parents cannot afford food
or clothing, let alone school materials and an education is
their passport to a better life. Literacy in a Box tries to make
a difference. The schools in Zambia who have received
the boxes have prospered and the orphans and very poor
children have benefited most. The resources have allowed
them to enter school in the first place. A box contains enough
resources to meet the needs of 25 children to learn and
exercise. The trust has no paid employees, all are volunteers.

For more information, visit our website. Our opening hours
are still 10am-12.30pm Tuesday and Saturday at the Guide
and Scout Hall, Church Street, Milnathort.

Contacts outside opening hours are Elspeth Caldow
(Convener) on 01577 863350 and Linda Freeman (Secretary)
on 01577 865045.

THE KINROSS NEWSLETTER

By The Community, For The Community

All profits are given away to local good causes
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Kinross-shire
Local Events Organisation

www.kleo.org.uk

For more info about KLEO and any future
events in 2021 please visit our website.

Market at Market Park again on 28 August

After a successful June market the KLEO committee has
decided to organise a similar market at the Market Park on
Saturday 28 August from 10am to 3pm. There is a waiting list
for stall holders for the normal markets on the High Street
as there is limited space there, so this is another chance to
give more stall holders the opportunity to come to Kinross as
there is plenty of space at the Market Park.

This market will be a community event to celebrate summer
with a great variety of food, drink and craft stalls and there
will be some great entertainment too from local musicians!
If you like to book a stall space at this market please send an
email to info@kleo.org.uk.

All the farmers’ market stalls are fully booked but there is still
space for bringing your own gazebo stall. We can provide a
trestle table if needed. Fee for a stall space is £35 or £20 for
community groups and charities.

The 25 September and 23 October markets will be back on
the High Street again.

The Festive Street market is on Saturday 27 November.

Kinross Kacophony Orchestra

The Kacophony Orchestra is an orchestra for adults who
would like to play their instruments in a group with conductor
Dougie Flower. We invite all orchestra instruments to come
along (all abilities welcome but handy if you read music).
Please don’t worry if you haven’t played for a while, we are
a very friendly and informal bunch. Sessions now take place
throughout the summer on Wednesday evenings from 7pm
to 8pm in Milnathort Town Hall. Weekly fee is £4.

If interested in coming along please phone or e-mail Bouwien
(01577 863107 or bouwien@kleo.org.uk) so we know how
many people are coming in case we reach the limit of
numbers. Also please bring a music stand. We sit/stand 2m
apart. Please wear a face mask until seated.

For more info about KLEO and any future events in 2021
please visit www.kleo.org.uk
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Recipe
Supplied by Kinnesswood in Bloom

Mint, Blueberry and
Lemon Cake

Ingredients

115g soft butter

25g fresh mint, leaves picked
250g fresh blueberries
Finely grated zest and juice of 1 large lemon
250g plain flour

2 tsp baking powder

Pinch of salt

225g caster sugar

2 large eggs

150g coconut milk

100g granulated sugar

Method

Preheat oven to 180°C/fan 160°C/gas mark 4. Grease a
loaf tin (11cm x 22cm approx) and line with baking paper.

Finely chop a quarter of the mint leaves (1 tsp approx).
Put the blueberries in a bowl and stirin 1 tsp lemon juice
and the chopped mint. Set aside. Sift together the flour,
baking powder and salt in a bowl.

Cream butter and caster sugar until pale and fluffy. Beat
in lemon zest. Beat in eggs one at a time, adding 1 tsp of
the flour with the second egg. Add coconut milk gradually,
folding in large spoonfuls of flour until the mixture is smooth.

Spoon one third of the cake mix into the prepared loaf tin
and scatter one third of the blueberries. Repeat twice more,
ending with a layer of blueberries. Bake for 60-70 minutes
till a skewer inserted into middle of cake comes away clean.

Put the rest of the mint leaves and 2 tbsp of the granulated
sugar into a small bowl and pound with pestle until you
have a bright green paste. Stir in the remaining lemon
juice and leave to infuse.

When the cake comes out of the oven, leave it to cool
for 5 minutes. Strain the minty lemon juice into a bowl,
pressing out as much as you can then stir in remainder of
sugar. Spoon it over the cake and leave to cool. Serve cut
into thick slices.

Kinnesswood in Bloom

(Highly recommended! Ed.)
On 1 July, members had their first meeting w
for over a year in Carol’s garden. There was ‘
wonderful hospitality and everyone really

enjoyed being together again after such a

long time. We welcomed Morag to our meeting and at our
Saturday work party and Lynsey returned after a year or
two of hard study and settling into teaching. It’s great that,
during Covid-19, we have actually gained members including
Millie doing her Duke of Edinburgh Award and Henrike, a new
resident of the village.

The donations to Friends of KIB this year are £2045; an
indication perhaps of people spending more time at home
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and appreciating their local surroundings. Our spirits are
really lifted by the positive comments made on Facebook.

The new raised beds at the school were all planted after
Easter and the growth has been excellent, particularly after
the recent rain. The mushroom compost has resulted in
amazing tatties. The children of Portmoak Primary should
have a great harvest when school returns. The polytunnel is
not quite finished but only requires a few hours of work then
clearing the inside can begin. In the meantime, there are
quite a few pots of tomatoes, courgettes, peppers and other
vegetables doing well under cover and we have added a vine.

Work parties have been taking place on Saturdays and during
the week to ensure the village looks its best before the ‘Best
Village’ judging in the last week of July. We decided that the
cart at Gamekeepers should be our special initiative this year
in the local competition. It is a completed project and is now
looking splendid. The ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ judges are
due to visit us on 4 August. It will be somewhat different this
year with no tea and scones and fewer people to walk round
with the judges. The portfolio has been completed and sent
off along with entries for a couple of extra awards. We keep
our fingers crossed.

It has been a challenge to produce an online entry for the
RHS ‘Britain in Bloom’ competition. After the words and
pictures, we looked at making videos to tell our story. Thanks
should go to Andy Masson who took drone footage of the
village and Gordon Vance who put together video and
photographs to make excellent footage. These represent
the community effort and the school growing project. We
have all been learning new skills. The entries for ‘Britain in
Bloom’ have been written and sent off so we await feedback
in September. Andy Masson’s video is on our Facebook page
and, in due course, we will show the other videos.

A surveyor has visited Michael Bruce Cottage and identified
possible places where water might be entering the building.
We await her report and will have a better idea of the next
steps in the process. The listening post is broken and Rory has
sent the electronic part back to the manufacturers. We hope
to have it up and running soon.

The art trail is complete and you can access it using your
smartphone. Much of the work on coasts and waters done by
the schoolchildren is either in the bus shelter, hanging on the
park fence or on posts around the village. This will come down
when school starts again. We have already had many visitors,
local parents, grandparents and others from a wider area. It’s a
good way to spend a couple of hours exploring the village; why
not stop for an ice cream at the shop when you’ve finished?

KIB members at the cart.
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All Electrical Work Undertaken
Fast, friendly and reliable service
Established 1980

* AWARD WINNING LIGHTING DESIGNS »

Specialised Lighting Design for your home inside and out

26 Years of Service based on an unrivalled reputation

FOR IMMEDIATE ATTENTION CALL TONY NOW ON

07711 863 872 (Mobile)

TellFax : 01577 862769 (Office)
E-mail : info@bartlettelectrical.com
Web www.bartlettelectrical.com

PLA

SEEDS
FOR A SECURE FUTURE

Let us help you manage your wealth
and achieve your financial goals.

JI5 Associates, Mansfield Stables, Strathmigle
Cupar, Fite. KY14 7GE

Tal 01577 861341

Email gordon@ils-ossociotes.co.uk

Andrew Baillie

SDLICITDE & NDTAF:"?’ FUELIC

103 HIGH STREET, KINROSS KY13 A&
T: 01577 861000 www.andrewbaillie.co.uk
E: andrewbaillie@btconnect.com

HOUSE SALE & PURCHASE COMMERCIAL LAW
REMORTGAGE COMPANY INCORPORATION
WILLS COMPANY SALE & PURCHASE
EXECUTRIES & TRUSTS PARTNERSHIP

Jls ossociotes is outhorisad ond regulated by the financiol conduct authority
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ANCHOR BUILDINGS .‘f,

Wide Range of Timber Garden Bulldings Starting from:

Apex Range : From £349
Pent Range : From £389
Summerhouses : From £889

Play Houses: From £269

Free Delivery & Installation within 50 mile radius of
our fantastic indoor showrocom based in Glenrothes, Fife, KY& 2RE

Telephone 01592 748 200
Emall info@anchortimberbuildings.co.uk

for more infermation or a quotation.
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Glenys Andrews, KADAC Club Secretary and former KADAC president

Kinross and District
Art Club

www.kadac.co.uk

A small group of members enjoyed a joyful few hours on
Tuesday 13 July painting en plein air in Cleish. Thank-you to
the village residents for accommodating us and making us
feel so welcome.

This month, it is a delight to present the profile of our current
club secretary and former chair, Glenys Andrews. Please enjoy
reading how art has featured in her life from an early age:

‘My earliest memories of artistic efforts are of being in the
infant class of Crombie Primary school and being told off
by the teacher for drawing a profile of a head on my little
blackboard with a piece of chalk. ‘You are far too young to
be drawing a face sideways,” she chided. ‘Draw a proper face
straight on!” Some years later as a pupil at Dunfermline High
and taking O Grade Art, | was still fascinated by the sculpture
of profiled heads and | sketched drawings of my father,
mother, brother and grandmother. These turned up again
recently and my brother and | agree that they were actually
pretty good likenesses!

Lockdown Walk: The Old Kinross Railway Track by Glenys Andrews
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Fast forward to a career in teaching and education
administration where, as Director of Education in the London
borough of Hillingdon, | introduced the idea of displaying
children’s artwork in the otherwise soulless, sprawling Civic
Centre building. This simple idea generated pride in the
schools who participated and an appreciation by staff and
visitors of the sheer joy that the creativity expressed by
children brings to everyone who stops to take in its innocent
charm.

On my retirement in 1998, my husband and | came to live in
Kinross. We were caring for my Dad who lived in Dunfermline
and | also volunteered as a fund raiser for CHAS for a number
of years. But it was a chance chat with a friend I'd met at
the Windlestrae leisure club that led me to the Kinross and
District Art Club. | was made most welcome and my efforts at
painting in acrylics were the subject of some interest as most
of the members at that time painted in watercolour. | then
made the mistake of turning up at the AGM where everyone
in the room except me, it seems, had been chair before, so it
was time for the new person to step up!

Some 5 years on, | was still chair of KADAC as well as
president of Perthshire Open Studio; | am now in my tenth
year of helping to organise this fabulous, annual art event.
This year it involves over 200 artists in Perthshire and Kinross-
Shire opening their studios and galleries to the public for a
9-day event from 4-12 September. Do look out for publicity
of the event nearer the time and take the opportunity to
discover the amazing wealth of creative talent which is on
our doorstep! KADAC has participated in POS for the past
10 years but this year, due to the impact of the Covid-19
situation, the KADAC exhibition will take place, hopefully, in
November. See you then!’

The club hopes to restart normal painting sessions on
Tuesday 10 August 2021 at 2pm in Millbridge Hall, if Covid-19
restrictions allow. We meet on Tuesdays and Fridays (2-4pm)
in Millbridge Hall each week. If you are interested in joining
the club and developing your own creativity, you will find
more information and contact details on our website.

KYTHE

Transforming Young Lives

KYTHE’s mission is to transform young lives by
ensuring every young person in Kinross-shire
is given the opportunities they need to reach their potential.
With a personalised approach to youth work, every young
person coming through our door is valued as an individual.
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We recently spoke to some of the young people who started
coming to KYTHE around three years ago, and who now
volunteer, to hear how KYTHE has been transforming their
lives.

Through a chance meeting with senior youth worker Barry,
Sam started to go along to the newly opened KYTHE hub.
Another young volunteer, Jack, had previously set up
‘Jack’s Bar’ and, as Jack had started a college course, the
responsibility of running the bar was taken up by Sam. This
opportunity included the responsibilities of placing orders
and helped Sam to develop his leadership and retails skills
which will help him in the future. Even during lockdown, Sam
could be found online leading (with much hilarity) a virtual
cooking session on Friday afternoons.

Abbie’s grandfather had initially helped start up KYTHE so
she was familiar with it. Abbie was also given individualised
opportunities to reach her potential. Reflecting on her time
with KYTHE, Abbie said, ‘with KYTHE I've learnt more than |
have in any other place, to be honest. I've learnt a lot about
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other people, about youth work, about myself even.

Abbie has lead groups and explained, ‘This year I’'m doing a
Youth Achievement Award which is giving me a lot of training,
such as mental health awareness, first aid, fire safety and
that sort of thing. | think I've massively changed in a lot of
different ways. | think confidence is one of them, that’s been
a massive part of my journey with KYTHE, and the ability to
work with groups and understand other people as well.

Abbie went on to say, ‘I will always have KYTHE, no matter
what | do in the future. I've a lot that | can take forward with
me, with my Youth Achievement Award, transferable life
skills that | can take forward to use for whatever job | get.

Another young person who has been volunteering regularly
for many years said, ‘l gained a lot of confidence and a lot of
new social skills, and belief in myself.

When asked what KYTHE means to them and what they
would tell others about KYTHE, this young person replied,
‘It’s a fun place to come and hang out and be yourself and no
one will judge you.’

Sam agreed, ‘[KYTHE is] so much fun. It’s a place for all young
people, no matter your background or anything. You can
always come and it’s really inclusive, no matter who you are’

Abbie was similarly full of praise. She commented, ‘I'd say
it’s one of the best places to go. It’s a really homely place,
it’s really welcoming and it’s so, so much fun. It’s one of my
favourite places to be.

To find out more how KYTHE is transforming young lives,
contact us by email at office@kythe.org.uk. Alternatively,
contact our youth workers by email at barry@kythe.org.uk
or gillian@kythe.org.uk.

Sam and Abbie

Kinross Beavers

As well as the start of the Euros in the final few weeks of
June, the Beavers enjoyed some great sessions to conclude
the summer term.

Due to Covid-19 restrictions still being in place, we had split
teams for the Scavenger Hunt at Burleigh Sands and Kirkgate
Park on 11 June. The Beavers had to find a variety of items
from coloured flowers to butterflies. They also had to identify
a fact about Loch Leven; island names were a favourite. We
also enjoyed a number of games to finish off the evening.

On 18 June, as most of the country were settling down to
watch Scotland play England at the Euros, the Beavers
meeting was held on Zoom to allow both Beavers and leaders
to cheer on their respective teams. The Beavers were also
doing a camp from home. We saw some great pictures of
camps and dens where they would be sleeping that night and
we also had a list of tasks to be completed over the weekend.
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It was a top night all |
round.

As Covid-19 restrictions
eased for Beavers, it was
great that we could all get
together on 25 June. This
was our last night before
splitting for the summer
break. Visiting Portmoak
Moss, the Beavers walked
the trail and had a go at
den building. The dens
were all great and it
was fantastic to see the
teamwork that went into
getting them built. At the end of the evening, there was a
presentation of badges and certificates; well done to all
who received them. Congratulations also to Finlay who was
presented with a certificate for having 100% attendance last
term.

Last, but certainly not least, Helen, our group chair, was
presented with her 25 Year service award and also the merit
good service award by Dave, our group scout leader. What
an amazing achievement! Thank you Helen for all your
commitment.

Helen receives a 25-year-service award

Are you interested in volunteering with scouting? It’s easier
than you think. We have opportunities both behind the scenes
and directly supporting young people in our group. With full
support and training, you can volunteer on a flexible basis. Not
only is it incredibly rewarding and great fun but you’ll learn
some brilliant skills transferable to the workplace and further
education. Please contact us by email at kinrossbeavers@
hotmail.co.uk for more information.
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Muir and Sonny at the top of East Lomond

Kinross Cubs

As the summer term started to gather pace, the cubs
continued to take part in a variety of outdoor activities. In
mid-May, the Cubs completed the second part of their cyclist
badge as they cycled from the Kirkgate Park to Burleigh Sands
before then cycling back to Kirkgate. All Cubs who took part
had a great time exploring part of the Loch Leven Heritage
Trail.

As our usual meeting place is unavailable, we have been
mainly using Kirkgate Park for our weekly meetings. At the
end of May the Cubs came together in the park to try and
overcome the challenges of a minefield obstacle course
that the leaders had setup. Together in their sixes the cubs
decided on the best way to communicate before working in
pairs to overcome the obstacle course. One person in each
pair was blindfolded whilst their partner guided them around
the course by communicating instructions to them.

We have been very lucky that it has been sunny most
Wednesday evenings and it was certainly sunny for our sixer
evening. Some of our sixers delivered an activity requested
by the Cubs; pizza and a water fight!

The Cubs have also been working on their hikes badge and
we had a great hike up East Lomond. All the Cubs did well
and reached the summit where we were rewarded with
great views of Edinburgh. The following week it was back to
Kirkgate Park as the Cubs had a great time attempting the
egg drop challenge. For this challenge, the cubs had to work
in teams to build a protection around an egg so that it would
not smash when dropped from a height. The Cubs showed
excellent teamwork and thinking skills to build some great
structures to protect their eggs although several eggs did end
up getting smashed! On the same evening, we were delighted
to invest Ryan, Jude and Gareth after they had successfully
completed their transition from beavers. Welcome to Cubs
boys!

At our final meeting before the summer holidays, the Cubs

Harry and Muir with their certificates. Right: Water fight at the park!

Certificates awarded to cub leaders Sandy and Gary

enjoyed a games evening at Kirkgate Park. At the end of the
meeting we had a presentation of badges and certificates;
well done to all who received them. Congratulations also to
Muir and Harry who were both awarded the Chief Scouts
Silver Award. This is the highest award a cub can achieve.

There were also a couple of presentations to some of the Cub
leaders. Congratulations to both Sandy and Gary who were
each presented with their wood badge after completing all of
their leader training.

If you would like to get involved with 1st Kinross Cubs and see
how much your young one can grow, then please email us at
kinrosscubs@hotmail.com for more details.

Kinross & District
Rotary Club

www.ribi.org

What Do You Do To Take

Care Of The Environment?

On 21 June Malcolm Rooney, District 1010’s Environmental
Off